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PREF ACE 


E ia Remarks were wrote at lei- 

fure Hours, aud have now lain for od Time 

by me; the argumentative Part thereof, I 

| believe none will claim from me; the Authors cited 
will anfiver for themſekves. 

J am not r ſome decry Con- 
troverſy, G bar Tnfre. mo fe gn Op 
Thing out it; Jan in the Wor | 
an eminent Author, It is Tg ays he, the Dif- 
a * ference, but the Manner of ndling and de- 

that is the Scandal ; I fee no Way left but 
cc « tha either all muſt agree in. Judgment, or all 
* muſt equally conſent to be ſilent ; or one Side 
* only muſt ſpeak ; or there muſt be Debates and 
«© Controverſies, But in my Opinion, if we behave 
© ourſelves as becomes Chriſtians in the Manage- 
* ment of them, this is our only Care in ſuch 
<« Caſes, nay, I have often thought that this would 
© make even Controverſy Sight 
Dani Inſtitution 

GH amen amen Ata. Pr Pref. pag- 13. 


T have 


The PREFACE. 


T have followed Biſhop Morton, of whom it is 
ſaid, it was his Method in almoſt every Controverſy, 
to appeal-from and ri hir Adver/aries ; that is, from 
themſelves to themſelves. And preſently after gives 
the Reaſon for fucb an Appeal in Words to this 
Effet ; There they were willing to combate the 
Truth: Here the Truth was willing to defend 


her (elf, See * Y 1 DD i F 


45 to bis R eftebtions ' fdaloud alben, 
Suggeſtions, (as in particular in pag. 47, 48, 49, 
and go.) 1 paſs by as having no Argument 101 
having learn d of our Maſter, when we are revj ea, 
not to revile again; but inaſmuch as he is Jo muy 
Leifitre to impugn the Principles of dthers, I thin 1 | 
lr 


iv 


would do well, when he writes gain, . 1 to efta 
his awn upon the. Point. in Diſpute, and prove. . 
Pratice of Sprinkling Infants, which, the) 20 Peg. 


ed to ball Baptiz ing; for as to either tbe Pradticb g 
Sprinkling, or Baptizing Infants,” toe can r find eie 


Precept nor Precedent i in : holy, Scripture. .* 1 * * 
6 A . eld a ove 3 
Pflendly Reader, |; les in perig Lp lors 
Sheets pl r them inpartidlly, and, ji Judze, 
candid! 5 Thar 15 "all 7 requeſt” of 43 ie 
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| True Spiritual Baptiſm, 
 Evange lic al Diſcipleſhip aſſerted. | 


H.E Command of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt | 
to his Diſciples, as recited by Matthew, 
Chap. xxviii. 19, Go ye therefore and teach all | 

. Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the A 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, being the | 

Subject of our preſent-Enquiry, it is requilite, in order | 
to apprehend the true Meaning of this, and every other 
divine Precept, that we with Humility make Uſe of 
every Help Which it hath pleaſed God to grant for our 
Information, and with cloſe and ſerious Attention bring 
our Faculties into proper Submiſſion to what the Father 
of Lights hath by any Method of his Providence thought 
fit to reveal unto us, or may yet pleaſe to manifeſt, in . | 
order to our Growth in the true Knowledge of his Will, 
without Biaſs or Prejudice of any Kind. | 

For if it be allowed, as the famous Puffendorf aſſerts, | 
when treating of the Duty of Man * according to tage 

Light of Nature only, That we have nothing we can 
properly call our own, but the free Uſe of our Un- 
« derſtandings; and that the real Worth every one 
«© ſtands in the good or ill Uſe they of them.“ 
How much more doth this free and impartial Uſe of 
our Underſtandings (with due Submiſſion to God) be- 
come the Profeſſors of a true 122 and * 


Ms 48, 
- Book 1. Chap. 7. 
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in thoſe Methods of his own chooſing, which will 


(2) 


of ſuch a Being, to whom Obedience, which ariſes from 
ſineere Conviction of Mind, will only be acceptable? And 
not lifeleſs Imitations of the Faith, or Righteouſneſs of 
other Men, how juſt or true ſoever theirs may be; eſpeci- 
ally as ht hath in divine Mercy gramed Men ſuffieient 
Means of. arriving at the Knowledge of their Duty, both 
in Faith and Practice. And how careful ſhould ſuch be, 
who are thus highly favoured, to avoid Impolitions of 
every Kind, and proceed upon that noble and free Bot- 
tom recommended by the * Goſpel, viz. careful En- 
quiry, Conyiction of the Underſtanding, and 5 
Truth is diſcovered, to manifeſt the Sinceriry of their 
Search by chearful Obedience to thoſe Things they find 
their Duty either to believe or to do; as thoſe "certainly 
will, who deſire to ſerve and approve themſelves to God 
— pro- 
duce bleſſed Effects; and not in the Inventions of Mens 
preſcribing, the lamentable Fruits of which are clearly 
fet forth by 1/aiah, Chap. xxix. 13, 14; and by Paul, 


Rom. i. 21, 22, 23. and other Places, 


But that Men may approve themſelves to God in 


their Worſhip and Service of him, as well as in their 


Belief concerning him, it hath pleaſed him the great and 
wiſe Author of all our Beings, to exerciſe a continual 


| Regard over his intelligent Creature Man, to inform, 


aſſiſt, and ſtrengthen thoſe Faculties which Sin hath im- 
paired, as evidently appears from the Teſtimony of the 
ſacred Records, wherein we may obſerve the ſeveral Dil- 
pn of God to Mankind, what divers Manners he 

ath been graciouſly pleaſed to take, to bring them to 
Acquaintance with himſelf, and to the Knowledge of 
his Mind and Will concerning them, which is clear from 


his frequent Revelations to Men, both before and under 
the Diſpenſation of the Moſaic Law, but more gloriouſly 
manifeſted under the Goſpel by Chriſt, as is proved by 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. i. 1, 2, 3. The — 
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(3) 
faſt of which Diſpenſations, as far as they relate to our 
ms Deſign, we propoſe to conſider with their proper 

iſtinctions, and apprehend this Method to be the moſt 
eligible, in order the better to underſtand what Je 
Chriſt came to fulfil in Perſon, and that which ſtiſl re- 
mains to be fulfilled by the Holy Spirit influencing and 
operating upon the Mind of Man, as well as to demon- 
ſtrate the Neceſſity there is for the Co-operation of the 
Soul of Man with the divine Spirit, Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
But it is to be feared, (notwithſtanding the frequent 
;Caurions in Scripture againſt it) that the greater Part of 
Mankind, ſome through meer Indolence, and others 
through Prejudice of Education, which no doubt is very 
ſtrong and prevalent, do very much neglect this free and 
unbiaſſed Uſe of their Underſtandings in religious En- 
quiries, without which, the Belief of too many is but a 
ettled Obſtinacy in Principles received by Education or 
Intereſt, and heir pretended Enquiries after Truth too 
often end in Deception to themſelves, and Endeavours to 
impoſe upon others; of which perhaps our candid Rea- 
ders, who are ſincere and willing to diveſt themſelves of 
every Prejudice, either from Authorities or Intereſt, 
- which are only humane, may think they have found a 
pregnant Inſtance in our Opponent, who for-the maintain- 
ing a favourite, becauſe profitable Scheme, or ſome 
other Motive, doth from the above recited Text of Mat. 
*Xxviii. 19. endeavour to prove a Doctrine quite alien 
from the Intent thereof, as may fairly be infered from the 
Context in this Place, and divers other Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, which we hope to prove to the Satisfaction of our 
impartial Readers, when we come directly to treat 
But I would firſt remark, that He doth not obſerve 
due Method, but inverts the Order of the Diſpenſations. 
What can He mean by handling the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Gboſt firſt, and then the Baptiſm with Water? 
Doth He pretend by Art and Skill to fink the Former 
in the Lauer? A Thing urge to be done. 
N 2 
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.(4) 


But perhaps he has read a Modern Philoſopher, whe 
tells us, that Spirit is Matter infinitely rarified, and that 
Matter is Spirit infinitely condenſed. 40 

Now, if J. R. were indued with ſuch a Power, he 
might convert Water into Spirit, and Spirit into Water 
at his Pleaſure; but I muſt own I do not believe but 
that Power is God's Prerogative only, who can if he 
pieaſes, even of the Stones, raiſe up Children, 

aithful ones roo. Tor 

Let us next obſerve what our Opponent makes of Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm: | | 

In his Introduction to his ſecond Diſcourſe we are told 
how great Things he preſumes he has proved in his For- 
mer; which in Reality is no other than begging the 
Queſtion, and running away with it, crying Victory on 
his Side; as we doubt not hereafter to prove to the Sa- 
trsfaction of every impartial Reader. 


) 


He propoſes, pag. 60. * To ſhew that the Baptiſm 


“ our Saviour, in the Text, commanded his Apoſtles to 
* adminiſter in diſcipling all Nations, was none other 
than the Baptiſm with Water, from the Conſideration 
of the State of this Baptiſm at the Time that Com- 
« mand was iflued out.” . 
At the, Time this Commiſſion was iſſued out, the 
Text tells us, that Chriſt had ſuffered, and was riſen, 
but not yet aſcended to his Father; ſo that, to ſpeak 
after the Manner of Men, it was a Sort of Inter- rægnum ; 
the Law was fulfilled, but the Goſpel Diſpenſation not 
yet promulgated, the Day of Pentecaſt being not yet 
come; till when, the Apoſtles did not receive Power 
from pn High to enter upon the great Work of Diſci- 
ling, or making Chriſtians of all Nations. we 
* The firſt Thing therefore here to be ſettled is, A what 
Time the Law may properly be ſaid to have been fulfilled, 
and the Goſpel Diſpenſation to commence, . by 
Now as Chriſt came to fulfil. the Law, that great 
Work was not compleated till he had offered himſelf up 
an expiatory Sacrjlice-upon the Crols for the Sins uche 
4 | 2 WI. 


E 


/ 


CY, 
whole World; nor did the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
fully commence till at From from the Day of Pentecoſt, 
when He, who was vi bly with his Apoſtles in the 
Body miraculouſly prepared of the Packer, in which to 
do bis Will and, fulfil the Law, appear ed inviſibly and 
1 in them, as he had foretold them, whey he ſaid, 

For be dul lech with you, 9 be in you, i. e. in Spirit, 
and by this Spirit they did all the mighty Works that 
they — ung Es, the Spirit of Chriſt is every Chriſ- 
tian's Strength; and as the eminent Profeſſor Campbel 
ſaith, ** Ir appears that the Kingdom of Chriſt, as from 
« the Day of Pentecoſt it is all | along repreſented, is en- 
« tirely of a ſpiritual Nature.” 

This being allowed, the Matter is brought to this 
Iſſue : The | Diſpenſfation of the Lam abounded with Ex- 
ternals, viz. Types and Figures of good Things to come 3 
but the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel with Internals, viz. 
Chriſt in Spirit, the Subſtance and the Fulfiller of all 
Types and Figures by the Operation of the Holy Spirit 
in the Hearts of all 1 canta Theſe experience the new 
Law, the Law of the Spirit to be written in their Hearts ; 
and the Law wrote upon Tables of Stone to be fulfilled 
by the Spirit internally, where the Law is put. 

Io do our Opponent all manner of Juſtice, We do al- 
low, that the People were Baptized in the Cloud, and in 
the Sea, in the Days of Moſes ; but we ſay, that neither 
That; nor the. Baptiſm of Jobn, nor that of Chriſt's 

Diſciples, whilſt — was here in the Body, do any more 
oblige us under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, than Circum- 
Ccifion ; theſe being all ical, 1 and Legal. 

Now if our Opponent 1 to know true 2 — 
and embrace the itals of it, I recommend to his ſerious 
Conſideration the juſt and lively Sentiments of an emi- 
nent + 11. who commands my Aſſent. Reli- 
3 gion, Jags ey B . n Taps was Virtue and 


Ry Integrity 
7 zlv- 17 FORT Biber! Hoadley' Sermon on Chriſt's Kingdom, 
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4 to Others, before God, even the 


(6) 
<« Integrity as to ourſelves, and eien ag Beneficence 
c Jod, ather, James i. 
cc 2%. By Degrees it is come to figm 4 in moſt of 
« the Countries throughout the whole World, the Per- 
« formance of every thing almoſt except Virtue and 


« Charity; and particularly, a punct Exactneſs in 


4 regard to particular Times, Places, Forms, and 
« Modes, diverſified according to the various Humonrs 


of Men, recommended and practiſed under the avowed 


% Name of external Religion; Two Words, which, ih 


« the Senſe fixed upon them by many Chriſtians, God 
« hath put aſunder, and which therefore no Man ſhould 


ce join together. And, accordingly, the Notion of a 
&« Religious Man differs, in every Country, juſt as much 
« as Times, Places, Ceremonies, imaginary Auſterities, 


% and all other outward 'Circumſtances are different and 


« yarious.” (To which that eminent Prelate, if be had 


thought fit, might juſtly have added Types and Figures, ) 


« For in Truth, though a Man, truly religious in 
« other Reſpects, may make Uſe of ſuch Things, yet 
« they cannot be the leaſt Part of his Religion, pro- 
ce perly ſo called, any more than his Food, or his Rai- 
* ment, or any other Circumſtance of his Life.” 

Our Opponent in pag. 64 fays, „The firſt Paſſage 
& of Scripture that gives us any Light in theſe Matters, 


« occurs in Jobn iii. ver. 3. Where we find our Bleſſed 


« Lord declaring to Nicedemis, that Except a Man be 
« horn again, i. e. as himſelf explains it in the 5th Verſe, 


« Except a Man be born of Walter and of the Spirit, he can- 


4 101 ſee, or enter into, the Kingdom of God.” | 
In pag. 65, he ſays, Nicogemps, either poſſibly for - 
ce getting the known Senſe of his Country Phraſe, born 


„ again; or probably being deſirous of further Confer- 


«« ence with our Lord upon this Subject, to try more 


« fully the Divinity of his Miſſion, affects to underſtand 
s him as ſpeaking of a natural or literal Regeneration; 


« and therefore abſurdly aſks, How can a Man be born 
* A aer en * 0 when 
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« when be ig. id, enter a ſecond: Time into his 
5 Mother's IKomb 47 97 4 nene 2; ad ” 
Again, in pag. 68. And becauſe this Phariſee could 
« not but know, that to be. horn. of Water, which was the 
« outward, Part of the New Birth, ſignify d to be bap- 
« tized with Water, he ſpeaks no more of it.“ 
From the, firſt Paſſage above cited we. obſerve, that 


our. Qppenent concludes John iii. ver. 3. to be plain in 


Support of Water-baptiſm, which we apprehend to be a 
grear Miltake..;.  ., „ 11, ME RAY BI 
In the next Place, we find him labouring with all his 
Might to palliate and excuſe Micodemus from the Igno- 
miny of being thought ignorant of ſo great a Work. as 
that of Regeneration; for, he tells us, that “ poſzbly 
« Nicodemus forgot the — Senſe of his Country 
F MORI. -- + emo ow Het | 
A very likely Story this! That a Maſter in M ael 
ſhould forget the obvious and Arown Senſe of bis own 
Country Phraſe, and be capable of aſking ſo ſilly and ab- 
ſurd a Queſtion as we find he did. e . 
But this not appearing quite ſatisfactory to our Oppo- 
nent, he has *. Help for the poor Ruler at a dead 
Lift, for he adds, Or probably he was 1 e of further 
97 with, our Lord, 10 try more fully the, Niuinity of 
FI: LS 8 — Ste 7 
But what Ground has our Opponent for his probable Sup- 
poſition, as he calls it? In ſhort, this is no better than 
meer ſhuffling, and he has taken effectual Care to prove 
it ſo, by what, in the laſt cited Place, Pas: 68, he ſays, 
« viz, And becauſe this Phari/ee could not but know, that 
*& to be born of Water, which was the outward Part of the 
« New Birth, ſignify'd to be baptized-with Water, &c.“ 
So that here it-ſeems Nicedemws could not but know the 
Senſe of his Country Phraſe, though but a little before 
he had ſaid . poſſibly he had forgot it.” 
How a Perſon can poſſibly forget a thing, which at the 
Tame time he cannot but know, is a Difficulty, we appre- 
hend, not to be accounted for. 


But 


(8) «© 

But, how does it appear, that to be her n wis 4 
common or known Phraſe among whe FH We do 
not find ĩt ſo much as once mentioned in the holy Scrip 
tures before this Conference between CHI and Maud. 
mus, nor is it conceivable, if Mrodemus underſtood not 
N the Nature of the Spiritual Birth, how he ſhouſd come to 
11 know the requiſite and neceſſary Attendants of it. 
|; To be born from above, or of the Spirit, is a very 
; eat Myftery to a carnal Mind, and it evidently was 
1 1 to Nicodemus, and our Saviour was 5 2 to borrow 
1 a Figure from the Wind to inſtruct him; but in the 
Sis firſt Place he diſtinguiſhes between the natural and the 
ſpiritual Birth; ver. 6. That which is born of the Fleſh, is 
eb, and that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. ver. 
1 . Marvel not that I ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be born again. 
| Now in ver. 8 we come to the Myſtery, The Wind 
| bloweth where it lifteth, and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, 
1 but canſt not tell whence it rometh, and whither it goeib; jo 
| | is every one that is born of the Spirit. ver. g. Nicodemus a- 
| ſwered and ſaid unto him, how can theſe things be? * 
Thus we ſee the poor Ruler remains ignorant yet, 
{i notwithſtanding all the Knowledge our Opponent would 
| gladly furniſh him with. SB 55-4 2A ; 
In ſhort, let J. R. tell us, if he can, how material 

Water comes to have any Part or, Share in the New 
| Birth, and how it operates ; for our Parts, we readily 
confeſs we do not apprehend how material Water can 

poſſibly affect the Mind, ſo as to contribute any thing 

towards its Purification, Conviction, and Converſion to 

God, which are the bleſſed Fruits and Effects of ſpiritual 
[018 Regeneration. TIC of 
| | In page 68, Our Opponent brings a heavy Charge 
| againſt us for not admitting the literal Senſe of the Text, 
and ſays, That our way,” of interpreting it, is ſo 
„arbitrary and groundleſs, that, by the fame ——— 
© © Rule, the moſt expreſs Commands of God would be 
| L quite evacuated and thrown aſide,” - 
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No truly our Crime is, that, as he ſays,” we **. mains 
„ tain that the Words Water and Spirit muſt be taken 
„ by an Hendiadis to mean the Spirit only, which has 
the purifying Efficacy of Water, Sc.“ | 
After this he proceeds to ſupport the literal Con- 
ſtruction ot the Text by a long Citation (in the Margin) 


'trom Hooker, which, to give it its due Weight, we ſhall 


tranſcribe at large. 24 
«© The incomparable Hooker, ſays he, reaſoning a- 
s gainſt ſome in his own Time, who, to ſerve an Hy- 


** potheſis,, underſtood the Phraſes born of Water and of 
be Spirit in that Senſe, and defended it in that man- 
ner which the Quakers afterwards followed, thus 


argues, 

I hold it for a moſt infallible Rule in Expoſition 
of ſacred Scripture, that where a literal Conſtruction 
will ſtand, the fartheſt from the Leiter is commonly 
e the worit; There is nothing more dangerous than 
this licentious and deluding Art, which changeth the 
e meaning of Words, as Alchymie doth, or would do, 
e the Subſtance of Metals, making any thing of what 
it liſteth, and bringeth in the Fnd all Truth to no- 
e thing. Or however ſuch voluntary Exerciſe of Wit 
might be born with otherwiſe, yet, in Places which 


do uſually ſerve, as this doth, concerning Regeneration 


60 1 ctr and the Holy Ghoſt, to be alledged for 

ounds and Principles, leſs is permitted. To hide 
the general Senſe of Antiquity agreeing in the /iterat 
Interpretation, they cunningly affirm, that certain 
have taken thoſe Words as meant of material Wa- 
<< ter, when they know that, of all the Ancients, not 
* one is to be named, that ever did otherwiſe either ex- 
pound or alledge the Place than as implying external 
2 tiſm.— Shall hat, which hath always received this 
© and no other Conſtruction, be now diſguiſed with a 
Toy of Novelty! Muſt we needs, at only the ſhew 
*« of a critical Conceit, without any more Deliberation, 
« utterly condemn them of Error which will not admit 
| C «+ that 


re that Fire, in the Words of John, is quenched with the 
* Name of the Holy Ghoſt ? Or with the Name of Spi- 
„ rit, Water dryed up in the Words of Chriſt ? When 
the Letter of the Law hath two Things expreſly ſpe-· 
* cified, Water and Spirit; Water as a Duty required 
«© on our Parts, the Spirit as a Gift which God beſtoweth, 
<< there is Danger in preſuming ſo to interpret it, as if 
* the Clauſe which concerneth ourſelves were more than 
& needed. We may by fuch rare Expoſitions attain 


80 58 in the End, to be thought Witty, but with 
V 


6% iI Advice. —Finallh, if at the time when that Bap- 
4 tiſm, ſpoken of by 7ohn, came to be really and truly 
« performed by Chriſt himſelf, we find the Apoſtles 
e that had been, as we are, before baptized, new bap- 
t fixed with the Holy Ghoſt ; and in this their latter Bap- 
« tiſm, as well a vi/ible Deſcent of Fire, as a ſecret mira- 
ac culous Infuſion of the Holy Spirit: If in us he accompliſh 
c likewiſe the heavenly Work of our New Birth, not 
« with the Spirit alone, but with Vater thereunto ad- 
« joined, ſince the faithfulleſt Expounders of his Words 
« are his own Deeds, let that which his Hand hath ma- 
«© nifeſtly wrought, declare what his Speech did doubt- 
« fully utter.“ 

Having thus heard our Opponent together with Hooker, 


we ſhall endeavour to ſhew him, that he is far from car- 
Tying his Point. 


e readily allow, that the literal Senſe of Sacred 


Scripture ought not to be departed from without an 


apparent Neceſfity for ſo doing ; but then a Queſtion 
wh naturally ariſe, namely, what muſt conſtitute that 
Neceſſity ? 5 | 
Now we preſume that what is ſpoken or wrote plain- 
Iy, without any Parable, Type, or Figure, muſt be 
taken in its literal Senſe, and ought not to be tortured 
with any other Conſtruction than that which offers itſe}t 
at the firſt View ; in ſuch a Caſe undoubtedly the Con- 
ſtruction which is fartheſt from the Letter will be the 
worlt, 
But, 


y 
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-- But, on the other Hand, when we have Parabolical, 
Typical, and Figurative Expreſſions to conſider, we 
muſt of Neceſſity depart from the literal Senſe; for 
the Kernel is not to he had without cracking, the Shell, 
nor the Marrow without breaking the Bone. 

For a further Confirmation of what we haye advan- 
ced, pleaſe to take the Sentiments of the learned and 
pious Dr. Henry More upon this ſo material a Foint, 
« The true and primary Senſe, /ays, he, of holy; Sctip- 
« ture is Jiteral or Hiſtarical, unleſs. in ſuch 735 
« Paſſages thereof as are intimated to be Parables ar 
% Viſions writ in the Prophetic Style, or che diteral mean- 
„ing be repugnant to rightly circumſtantiated Segle, or 
“ natural — Sc. For then it is a Sign that the 
% Place is to be underſtood Nguratively, or Faraboli- 
« caily, not literally. That thoſe Places or Pallages 
% that are repugnant to rightly circumſtantiated Senſe 


or natural Science are to be interpreted figuratively,. is 


% plain from the general Conſent. of all Men, in that 
de they univerſally agree, when Chriſt ſays, I am the 
% Door, I am the true Vine, &c. That theſe things ean- 
4 not be literally true. And there is the ſame Reaſon 

* of Flac oft Corpus meum, This is my Body.? | 
Now to apply theſe Obſervations to the Text before 
us, Fobn vi. 5. It is, we ſay, repugnant to Reaſon to 
interpret the Water there mentioned of Elementary Ma- 
for the Effect ſpoken of being evidently /piritual, 
ſſarily requires an adequate Cauſe, which no one, 

we preſume, will aſſert Elementary Water to be. 
he judicious Author, before quoted, hath an Ohſer- 
vation in his Philoſophical Works much to our preſegt 
Purpoſe, 4+ As many, /ays be, as are born of the Spirit, 
“ and are not meer Sons of the Letter, know very well 
% how much the more inward and 3 0 
of the Text makes for the Reyerence of the Holy 
C 2 ___«« Scriptures, 
— — — E — 
e Dr, Mags Brief Diſcourſe of the rue rf of Faith: 
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? 


« Scriptures, and Advantage of Godlineſs; whereas the 
«© urging the bare literal Senſe hath either made or con- 
4 ce firmed many an Atheiſt”? | en 
1 The hot Contenders for Externals in the Worſhip of 
God, and the ſtrict Obſervation of Ceremonies, Ty pes, 
and Figures, as if Salvation depended upon them, lit- 
tle conſider how much they promote practical Atheiſin, 
ſince Formality naturally produces Coldneſs and Indiker- 
ency in Matters of Religion, and 7hat, without any 
great difficulty, will be converted- into a total Neglc&; 
if not even a Contempt, of all Religion itſelf. 
| Agreesble hereunto is the Qbſervation of a late excel- 
lent * Writer, „This deifying, ſays he, our own Notions, 
ce and making all to depend upon them, even — 
«and Chriſtianity itſelf, is one of the moſt effectual 
„ Methods to bring Religion really into Danger, and to 
<' make People, who ſee the Abſurdities of ſome things 
that are put off under that ſacred and venerablt 
«© Name, treat it all alike, as if it all were equally to 
« be deſpiſed.” 01 | ST þ- 58 
Having diſpatehed what we think neceſſary upon the | 
Point of taking the Holy Scriptures by the Lump in à | 
literal Senſe, and we hope to Satisfaction, ſhall now 
proceed to anſwer the Ohjections raiſed to the Phraſcs 
born of Water and of the Spirit, being uſed, as we with 
Numbers of the Learned apprehend it, in that remarka- 
ble Conference of our bleſſed Saviour with Nicodemus, tp 
ſignify the cleanſing Operation of the - boly Spirit. And 
this we apprehend appears to be the true meaning of 
thoſe Phraſes, from the Context and parallel Scrip- 
' tures, which are generally allowed to be the beſt and 
ſureſt Rule to interpret the holy Scriprures by, ſeeing 
they explain one another, and ſo they beſt acquaint us 
with the genuine Intention of the Holy Ghoſt by whom 
they were dictated, We conceive theretore it matters 
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not much what even the very. Diſciples. of Chriſt, in 
that viſible Body, might through either Weakneſs of 
Judgment whilſt he was with them, or through conde- 
ſcenfion to the Bigottry of the Jews comply with, 
when he had left them, nor what their Succeſſors might 
think fit to lay hold of contrary. to the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation. 6 BY | 

As for taxing us with Alchymie, Tay, or Novelty, it 
is no more than what hath been, and perhaps may. ſtill 


be continued ; but we think it no ways improper for 
thoſe who indulge themſelves in ſuch Charges againſt us, 


to conſider. the following Expreſſions of * Ambroſe in 
much ſuch a Caſe, v3 043,884 7 
4 Our way of Religion, you ſay, is new, and yours 
„ antient, and what doth this either hurt our Cauſe or 
« help yours? If ours be new, *twill in time become 
e old. Is yours old ? There was a time when it was 
„ new. The Goodneſs and Authority of Religion is 
«not to be valued by length of Time, but by the Ex- 
% cellency of its Worſhip, nor does it become us to 
<« conſider ſo much when it began, as what it is we 
6 worſhip,” 60. 078 | | 
That Chriſt came to promote and. advance a ſpiritual 
and inviſible Kingdom we preſume will be readily. al- 
lowed, and how far Hater or Fire can properly- be 
thought to do that, we leave to the Judgment of, every 
impartial Enquirer. | ity 3 
The Inſinuation of Chriſt's eſpouſing, or practiſing 
Water Baptiim, the Scriptures expreſly confute; T Jeſus 
. baptized not, nor do. they, mention the Diſciples being 
baptized with Water previous to the Baptiſm wih the 
Holy Ghoſt, as if Water were either a Preparation 
for the Reception of the Holy Ghoſt, or any way 
inſtrumental _ to ,. convey or aſſiſt the holy Spirit 
in the great and neceflary Work of Regenerati- 
on, of which Water is evidently but a_ F 28 . 
. c 
1 0 a : r 
See Dr. Cave Hiflory of the Fathers, + Jebn iv. 2. * 
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ft cannot be proved that any which were onee 

# ih % baptized by Jobn were ever baptized again: But the 
| < contrary may eaſily be gathered, for ſeeing our Sa- 

; | c viour Chriſt baptized none himſelf, it will follow, 

; « that either the Apoſtles were not baptized at all, or 

l t elſe baptized only with John's Baptiſm.” 5 
11 So that as the Scriptures exprefly declare that Chriſt 
a did not baptize, that is, with Water, it cannot with 
Fly any Propriety be ſaid, that his Speech, Water and Spirit, 
] 
| 


| 
| 
| 


did doubtfully utter the Deed his Hand never did, nor 
can it be called any other than a manifeſt Contradiction, 
and a direct begging the Queſtion; but no Man is wiſe 
in all Things, nor at all Times. 


| What we have ſaid upon this Point might ſeem to ſut- 
| Kee, but leſt our Opponent ſhould not be fatisfy'd mhere- 
| with, ſhall ſubjoin two or three good Authorities which 
we find willing to join in a concurrent Teſtimony with 


. 


8. . be, 
Dr. Willet in his Synopſis Papiſmi, pag. 564. ſpeak- 
{ ing of this very Place now under Conſideration, ſays, 

«« xt, It is not neceſſary by Water here, to under- 
< ſtand material Water, but the purifying Grace of 
«« Chriſt, which is called the Water of Life, + John 

4 IV, II. ook Ne 

| “ Water then is here added as an Epithet of the Spi- 
(|! 2 rit, becauſe it Cleanſeth and Purgeth as Water, as 
[ «© John vii. 38. He that believeth, out of his Belly all 
161 « fow Rivers of Water of Life. * aqua ſit, ſays 

B « Auguſtine, Evangelium interroga; Inquire of the Goſ- 
. 4e pel what this Water is ; then it followeth, ver. 39, 

171 «« This pate he of the Spirit. 

vol « 2d. Why may not Water be here figuratively ta- 
« ken to expreſs the Working of the Spirit; as Fire 
1 « added to the Spirit, Mat. iii. 11. He foall baptize 


« with 


— 
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| 1 
Place, almoſt in the ſame Words, Chef. + 16. 


„ 


; 
; 
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# with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, What greater Ne- 
« ceſſity is there in this Place to underſtand Water lit- 
« terally, than Fire in the other?“ | | . 
Pool, in his Annotations upon this Place, fays, « By 
« Water then we are to underſtand the'Grace of the 
« holy Spirit, in purifying the Soul, which is fitly re- 
« preſented by the Efficacy of Water. And this pu- 
« rifying refreſhing Virtue of the Spirit is promiſed in 
« the Propheſies that concern the Times of the Mefrab, 
«« under the myſtical Expreſſion of Water. Thus tis 
« two-fold by 1ſaiab, I will pour Water upon him that 
« is thirſty, and Floods upon the- dry Ground, Iſaiah xliv. 
« 2, And this is immediately explained, 7 will pour 
« my Spirit upon thy Seed; and the divine Birth follows, 
« They ſhall ſpring up among the Graſs, In the fame man- 
« ner the Effects of the holy Spirit are expreſſed by 
« Ezekiel, I will pour clean Water upon you, and ye ſhall 
« be clean, Ezekiel xxxvi. 35. And preſently after, I 
« will put my Spirit within you. Our Saviour inſtruct- 
« ing a Phariſee, to whom the prophetical Writings 
« were known, expreſly uſes theſe two Words, and in 
« the ſame Order as they are fer down there: Firſt 
% Mater, and then the Spirit, that the latter might in- 
4 terpret the former; for Water and the Spirit, by an 
« uſual Figure where two Words are employed to fi g- 
« nify the ſame Thing, ſignify ſpiritual Water, that is, 
« his divine Grace in renewing the Soul; as when the 
« Apoſtle faith, in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of 
« the Power, to ſignity the powerful Spirit. Thus Jobn 
ce the Baptiſt foretold of Chriſt, That he ſhould baptize 
« i the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, that is, with the Spirit 
* that has the Force and Efficacy of Fire, to refine us 
from Droſs and Corruptions.“ | 

Grotius ſays, the Words Except a Man be born of 
« Water and the Spirit, are ſpoken of the Spirit only: 
c There are two things put for one, as in Matt. iii. 
„ 11, Holy Ghoſt and Fire, is as much as to fay, the 


fer) 


- 


| 
| 
| 
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ſaid, in the leaſt appear; nor can we find that himſelf 
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t fiery Holy Ghoſt ; ſo here Water and Spirit, is as much 
«« as to ſay, the watery Spirit.“ | 
We ſhall only add Biſhop Taylor's Words, in bis L- 
berty. of - Propheſy, pig. 231. The Water and the 
«« Spirit in this Place ſignifie the ſame thing, and by 
« Water is meant the Effect of the Spirit cleanſing and 
„ purifying the Soul, as appears in its Parallel of Chriſt 
„% baptizing with the Spirit and with Fire.” 

If theſe Authorities thould not ſatisty our Opponent, 
we recommend to his ſerious Conſideration the following 
Writers, whom we have not at any time endeavoured to 
corrupt or pervert, viz. Dr. Fulk againſt the Papiſts 
Peter Martyr in his Common Places; Piſcator upon this 
Text; the learned Stephens of Paris upon the ſame, Mat- 
thew Henry in his Expoſition ; Wilſon in his Chriſtian 
Dictionary; Voſſius upon this Text; Stennet's Anſwer to 
Nuſſen; Blake's Treatiſe of Sacraments ; Burkit on this 
Place; Calvin in his Inſtitutions ; and Biſhop Hopkins in 
his Sermon upon this Text ; all of whom agree in the 
ſame Interpretation with theſe before * quored. 

We deſire not that they ſhould be taken implicit] 


from us, let them be throughly interrogated ; the Trut 


will never loſe by that, for as an excellent Writer ſays, 
« Truth is the moſt unbending, and uncompliable, the 
« moſt neceſſary, firm, immutable, adamantine thing 
ce in the World.” 

In pag. 70, Our Opponent makes this Obſervation, 
« That the Senſe they (the Quakers) put upon the 


« Term Fire added to the Words Baptiſm with the _ 


« Ghoſt, is as arbitrary and groundleſs, as the Senſe 
e they put upon the Term Vater in our Saviour's De- 
& finition of the Neu- Birth.” - * 
That to take the Term Fire in a figurative Senſe, is ar- 
bitrary and groundleſs, doth not, for any thing he hath 


takes 


— 


— 
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takes it in a /iteral Senſe, for he is not in the Practice 
of it, and therefore may we not ſafely conclude from 
his own Way of Reaſoning that the Term Fire affords no 
Idea, carries no Meaning with it. If this be not ab- 


2 pray what is? 
g. 71, he ſays, If Baptiſm with tbe Holy Ghoſt 
« *. with Fire muſt be underſtood as a Mode of Speech 


parallel to born of Water and of the Spirit, it effectu- 


« ally eſtabliſhes the Inſtitution of Mater Baptiſm. For 


as the Words Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt have the 


Term Fire ſubjoined, in order to ſhew both the out- 


ward Element under which the extraordinary Gifts of 


« the Spirit were conferred, and alſo the manner of 
their Operation, Sc.“ 
This muſt be allowed a very dog matical Aſſertion; 


but let us hear how he makes it out: A little above, he 


ſays, „If the Term Fire is in any wiſe exegetical, it 


muſt ſignify Force, Rapidity, Illumination, and Heat, 
« which are natural N N of Elementary Fire, and 


“ repreſent- Energy, Celerity, Illuſtrious Manifeſtation, 


and Zeal,” which he limits to the Day of Pentecoſt, 


and concludes, without any Heſitation in the leaſt, that 


the Term Fire is without doubt Primarily added to 


© Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, to ſignify the external 
« Element under which the extraordinary ſpiritual Baptiſm 


<6 was conferred. * 


Flence it is plain that he will have jt to be literally 
true, tho? it is evidently a wild Conceit to imagine, 


that thoſe Cloven Tongues like as of Fire were really 


Elementary Fire. The Text tells us, There came ſuddenly 
4 Sound from Heaven, as of a rüſbing mighty Wind, and 
it filled all the Houſe where they were ſitting. And there 
appeared unto them Cloveu Tongues like as of Fire, &c. 
Therefore ſurely not material Elementary Fire, which 
effectually overthrows ** bold and groundleſs Aſ- 
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We ſhall have occaſion to touch again upon this by 
and by, and therefore paſs on to what he ſays in pag. 
72, Where he thus expreſſes himſelf, „It may be con- 
& cluded that the Quakers Interpretation of the Phraſe 
« born of Water is falſe, becauſe it ſuppoſes, to ſay the 
« leaſt, a very groſs Abſurdity, zamely, that our Sa- 
<< yjour intended not to be underſtood by, but to de- 
* ceive, the Perſon to whom he was difcourſing, in the 
«© moſt momentous Doctrine of Regeneration.” 

A ſtrange way of Arguing ! It muſt be falſe, be- 
cauſe he groſly ſuppoſes it: | 

We are ſorry for the Darkneſs of his Underſtanding, 
and the Weakneſs of his Judgment, or, at the beſt, that 
he hath loſt his Memory, if he ever knew that our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord did very frequently inſtruct the People in 
Figures and Parables in order more cloſely to fix their 
Attention. | " 

Indeed, let any one but ſeriouſly conſider, the Scope 
of that Chapter, and we dare be bold to ſay that they 
will eaſily, almoſt unavoidably, perceive that our Sa- 
viour is earneſtly inculcating the abſolute Neceſſity of 
Spirtual Regeneration. | t 
But ſince our Opponent appears ſo great a Stranger to 

Figurative Expreſſions, we ſhall give him the Sentiments 
of a learned * Author upon ſome Paſſages he hath col- 
lected out of the ſacred Records. | 

« What is there, /ays he, in this World uſeful for the 
c Life of Man, which the Spirit of God ſomewhere. in 
« Scripture borrows not a Name from? The Wiſe 
& Man reckons up among the Principal Things, for the 
„ whole Uſe of Man's Life, Vater, Fire, the Blood of 
&« the Grapes, Oyl and Cloathing, Eccleſ. xxxix. 26. 
And the Spirit of God is all theſe, | 


& iſt, WATER. 
IS | 


„ Gall's Remains, pag. 672, 673 . 
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« iſt, Wa TER. A Well of Water ſpringing up unto 
cc everlaſting Life, John iv. 7. And This ſpake be of 
&« the Spirit. 

« 2d. FIRE. As Jobn the Baptiſt ſpeaks of our Sa- 
cc viour, He ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and 
cc with Fire. Matt. iii. Where (and) is exegetical, and 
cc explains the Nature of the Spirit, like unto Fire. 
& This is the Fire whereof our Lord ſpeaks, Luke xii. 
© 49. I came to-ſend Fire on the Earth, and what will I, 
&« if it be already kindled ? And I would to God it were 
C kindled in every one of our Hearts, that it might 
& conſume every linful Luft there, and be a Light of 
„Lite unto us. 

*« 2d, Wins. So we may underſtand St. Peter, 
&« Acts ii. 15, 16, 17. Theſe are not drunk, as ye ſuppoſe, 
« but this is that which was ſpoke by the Propbet Joel, I 
cc will pour out my Spirit. They are not drunk with Wine, 
cc 12wherein is Exceſs, but they are filled with the Spirit, 
« Epheſ. v. 18. Unto Spirituals, with ſpiritual new 
“ Wine, faith the Gloſs. . 

« 4th, OrL, So the Prophet, Eſaiah Ixi. 1. The Spi- 
ce rit of the Lord God is upon me. Why? Becauſe the 
“ Lord hath anointed me: The. Union from the Holy 
& One, 1 John ii. 

cc sth. CLoaTHinG. Tarry, ſaith our Saviour, at 


4 Jeruſalem until ye be endued, or cloathed, with Power 


cc from on high, Luke xxiv. 49. i. e. with the Holy 
& Ghoſt. So Judges vi. 34, The Spirit of the Lord cloathed 
Gideon. Such and ſo principally uſeful is the Holy 
6 Spirit of God unto the ſpiritual Life, as theſe are to 
„ the Natural, and therefore 'tis called The Spirit of 


Lie, Rom. viii. 2. So extremely neceſſary it i 


& that F any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is 


© zone of his, Romans viii. 9. This is that Spirit that 


& Quickens, Enlivens, Enlightens, Teacheth, Renew- 
eth Governeth, Comforteth, Purgeth, and Uniteth 
& us unto our God.” 

D2. Un. 
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In 8 pag. 73, out Opponent obſerves,” that ©. the Ex- 
cc preſſion is univerſa), Except a Man (im the Original, 
c“ except any Perſon) be born of, that is, baptized with, 
0 & Water, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” 
i Theſe Expreſſions appear with a Sort of Emphn/is, and 
3100 carry along with them what ſeems peremptory. Bur the 
Trucl of ir is, our Opponent has got the Idea of Water 
into his Head, and he dreams of little elſe.— This 
brings to my Mind how pert ſome were in the Apoſtles 
Days for Cirrumciſton; they plainly taught, that with- 
out it no Man could be ſaved; which occaſioned Paul 
and Barnabas a Journey to Feruſalem. But now as to 
Water, which he is ſo very aſſiduous about, we appre- 
hend it proceeds from a miſtaken Notion, and gtbſs 
Perverſion of the Text John iii. 3. which he has tor- 
tured with all his Might, but notwithſtanding all that, 
it ſtill remains to be what it was. * 
Me have in the preceding Part given him the Senti- 
ments of ſeveral of the Learned; and- are ready to fur- 
niſh him with more; pleaſe to hear Dr. Barlow, late 
Biſhop of Lincoln, „I do believe and know, ſays be, 
<< that there is neither Precept nor Example for Pedo- 
4 Baptiſm, nor any juſt Evidence for it, for above two 
<< hundred Years after Chriſt: That Tertullian con- 
* condemns it as an unwarrantable Cuſtom ; and Vazi- 
* anzen, a good while after him, diſlikes it too. Sure 
I am, that in the primitive Times they were Cart- 
«© chument, then Hluminali or Baptizati.— The Truth 
<< is, I do believe Pedo-Baptiſm, how or by whom ! 
<« know not, came into the World in the ſecond Cen- 
« tury; and in the third and fourth began to be prac- 
« tiſed, though not generally, and defended as lawful 
« from the Text groſly miſunderſtood, Jobn iii. 5. 
Upon the like groſs Miſtake of John vi. 53. they did 
« for many. Centuries, both in the Greek and Lath 
« Church, communicate Infants,” and give them the 
Lord's Supper: And I do confeſs, they might do 
both as well as eitner. But altho' they baptized ſome 
— 4 $:400505; lhe ex; ee « Infants, 


* 


0 * } 


«© Infants, and thought it lawful ſo to do, et Anſtin 


« was; the fitſt that ever ſaid it was neceſſary. 
A learned Cxitick, whom-we have mentioned before, 


thus commeats upon this Text, The Spirit working like 


«< J/ater. There are theſe Reaſons of this 5 
6c _w Collation of other Places where the Spirit is ſet 
C out Water, as, Zobn vil. 38, 39. 2 xliv. 34. 
66 2 , Collation of this with Mat. ili. x 1. Thirdly, 
<« becauſe the other Interpretation, underſtanding it of 


Baptiim, cannot ſtand. Men may be ſaved vichout 


„it, as the Thiet.” 

And a little below, This Text makes no more for 
« the Neceſſity of Water-Baptiſm, than the like Jobn 
« vi. Except je eat the Flaſb ef the Son of Man, for giving 
the Communion to Infants.” 

Archbiſhop Sharp. in his Sermons, Vol. 2, Pag. 198. 
thus expreſſes himſelf, <* Ir is not ſufficient to' entitle us to 
the Name of Cbriſiani that we were -papored into 
« Chriſt, that we profeſs his Faith, that we reſt upon him 


for Salvation, that we are Members of an orthodox 


Church; no, what St. Paul ſaid of . the 
the ſame may be ſaid of Baptiſm, and all thofe other 
«© Things, (I uſe the Words of a late eminent Divine of 


our Church) they do verily profit, if We . the 


« Law of Chriſt: But if we be Tranſgreffors- of that 
„Law, our Baptiſm is no Baptiſm; our Faith is meer 


«© Infidelity ; our Chriſtianity is no better than Heathen- 


<« ;/m. Nay, further, I will be bold to ſay, there is 


s not a Turk, or an Heathen, but, if he live better than 
% we, he is to all Intents and Fange are better 
Cbriſtian; for as much as he lives more up to the 


Ends of Chriſt's Religion: And a thou 1 Times 


$ rather would I chuſe to __. at the laſt Day before 
od, 


« the great Tribunal of „ in the Perſon of ſuch a 
% poor Infidel, than in the Condition of the moſt or- 


«. thodox Chriſtian, if he ſoil 2 unhallow his Profeſſion 
„by a vicious Life. 
| But 


Fa 


* b 


«© ble Perverſion any Text is capable of, are employed 
«© by the Quaters to deſtroy that Baptiſm which 


the Scriptures, or J. R | „ 
But it is evident that he regards not even plain Scri 
ture, but preſumes to make it ſerve a turn when ever he 
pleaſes, tho' he is often moſt pitifully bewilder'd, as in 
the Caſe before us. i | 


( 22 ) 


Bunt ſince our Opponent ſo earneſtly inſiſts upon the Ne- 
ceſſity of Water-baptiſm,'we ate very willing to allow 
it him, in the following Method, viz. we heartily wiſh 
him a thorough Compunction of Heart, and ſincere Sor- 
row for Sin, expreſſing itſelf by Water diſtilled from the 
Heart through the Eyes. This would be Baptiſm in- 
deed, begun by the Spirit as the Cauſe, and diſcovered 


by Tears as the Fruits and Effects of that Cauſe, 


In pag. 77. our Opponent mentioning thoſe Words of 
Fohn the Baptiſt, He muſt increaſe, and I decreaſe, adds, 
„ Theſe laſt Words of the Baptiſt, by the moſt palpa- 


they 
« ſolidly eftabliſh, They argue thus, Chriſt's muſt in- 
« creaſe, ſays Jobn, therefore: his Baptiſm with the Holy 
« Ghoſt muſt increaſe or come into Uſe, but 1 muſt de- 


<< creaſe, therefore Jobn's Baptiſm with Water muſt de- 
* creaſe or go out of Uſe.“ And a little farther he ſays, 
Fobn is here evidently ſpeaking of Chriſt's encreaſing, 
particularly with Reſpect to his baptizing with Wa- 


<< ter.” The true Interpretation of Jobn's decreaſing, 
and Chriſt*s increaſing, may be evident to every one 


that will but take Time to conſider impartially the Na- 


ture of Things. 
Firſt, We obſerve that the Report of Feſus's baptizing 


is falſe; for the parallel Text A ſaith, that Feſus 


baptized not. Now, pray which deſerve the moſt Credit, 


* . . 


He will not allow the Words of Joby to be true, 


when he ſays, / indeed baptixe you with Water, but be 


that cometh after me, &c. ſhall baptize you with the Holy 


Ghoſt, &c. but inſtead of admitting this to interpret the 


true Meaning of Decreaſing and Increaſing mentioned in 
the Text, he doth in the moſt barefaced Manner make 
Uſe 
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-fore'the Commiſion, we preſume, is literal, not figura- 


X23 
Uſe of a palpable Perverſion; for, ſays he, Jobn muſt de- 
creaſe in the Praftice of Water- Baptiſm, and Chriſt muſt 
take it up, and increaſe in that Prattice.” — 

What is this but to make Chriſt the Diſciple of Jobn? 
How prepoſterous the Suppoſition, and derogating from 
the Honour of our Saviour? , N 

In pag. 81, and 82, our Opponent ſays, Had our 
6 bleſſed Lord intended his [Apoſtles Would under- 
« ſtand him at this Time as ordering them to adminiſter 
ee the perfectly new and figurative Baptiſm of the Holy 


« Ghoſt, 'tis abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould have told 


% them ſo in plain Terms, and without a Figure, to 


„ prevent their miſtaking him.“ 


In Anſwer to which, we 'read*that our Saviour had 
told his Diſciples as much as they could bear, or under- 
ſtand, and therefore refers them to the Day of Pentecoſt 
for further and'clearer Information, at which Time they 
were to receive Power from on high, the Spirit of Truth, 
that ſhould lead them into all Truth; ſo that, till then, 
their Commiſſion was not fully confirmed, Jobn vil. 39. 

And, by the Way, let us not forget the Nature of 
this Conference when this Commiſſion - was given; 
our Saviour expreſly tells them, that all Power was 
given unto him in Heaven and in Earth, and that bere- 


fore, or for that Cauſe, and in a Meaſure of that Power, 


which they were to wait for at Feruſalem, he would be 


with them, not in Perſon, but in Spirit and Power, to 


the End of the World. R 

Now for any to conlude, that the Diſciples of Chriſt 
were to wait for Power to adminiſter Water-baptiſm, is 
a Conceit ſo groſs in it ſelf, that ic is even repugnant to 
common Senſe. Beſides, here is not any Figure made 
uſe of in the Caſe, ſo that ir is plain he doth not know 
what he writes. | 

The Apoſtles, when they had received Power from 
on high, were to baptize into the Name, &c. into the 
Name, or Power, for they are Synonymous, and there- 


tive, 


(24) = 


tive, if Name and Power ſiguify one and the ſame 
n kv AV WB x $539 
| He oes on. To Baptize, in the literal Senſe, is to 


« waſh with Water, and in the Text tis only ſaid, Go and 


«© baptize, without mentioning the Matter with which 
te they were to baptize : It is therefore utterly unreaſon- 
* able, and againſt all the Rules of true Criticiſm, to 


c underſtand our Saviour as commanding his Apoſtles to 


cc baptize with any Thing, but literal, material, elemen- 


* tary Water.” 


He ſubjoins a Note or two, by which he intends to 


laſh us hard; but we ſhall return him his own Compli- 
ment, after we have heard him. 


4 *Tis, -/ays be, a receiv'd and ſure Rule in interpret- 


c ing Scripture, or any other Book, ot to depart from 


« the literal Meaning of the Text, except ſome urgent Ne- 
« cefhity force us thereto, But no Neceſſity. whatever for- 


ces us to go from the literal meaning of the Word 


« Baptizing in the Text, which is, waſhing with Water. 

Therefore the Baptiſm in the Text is Water-baptiſm, 

« and none other.“ | | 
He then proceeds to lay a heavy Charge againſt one 


of our Authors, © Barclay, ſays be, (Apol. prop. 12: 
“ Sect. 8.) makes Uſe of the aforeſaid Rule in explain- 
, ing this Text; but either by the moſt egregious Blun- 


« der, or moſt barefaced Wickedneſs any Man can be 
„ guilty of, he makes the figurative Baptiſm of the 
« Holy Ghoſt to be the literal Baptiſm here ſpoken of.“ 

It ſeems that our Opponent is: not aware that the Na- 
tions were to be diſcipled, or made Chriſtians, into the 
Name or Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and /o made not 
only bare Profeſſors of Chriſt, but practical Diſciples in 
Spirit and Truth. . | | 

To overlook therefore the true Intention of our Sa- 
viour in giving of this Commiſſion is utterly unreaſon- 
able; and not only againſt the Rules of true Griticiſm, but 
the very Fundamental of all true Religion, 1 


(25) 
'* There is not the leaſt Colour of Reaſon to underſtand 
Watercbaptiſm by the Text, nor Context; for the 
Word Bapiize ( it duly conſidered with Reſpect to the 


Goſpel Diſpenſation, which requires a Worſhip to be 


performed in Spirit and Truth) moſt properly ſignifies 


16 drown all over, or dip into the Ocean of Grace, ag a 
learned Critict well-bbſerves, © A 

s to Barclay, we dare be bold to ſay, that he was a 
Man well qualified both with Learning and Piety, as his 


Works do abundantly teſtifie; but, to ſay the Truth, 


our Opponent is not to be pleaſed any Way; for, to de- 


' part from the literal Senſe of a Text when Neceſſity urges, 
- that offends him; and to flick to the literal Senſe when 


Neceſſity urges, that likewiſe offends him; but in the 
preſent Caſe, Name or Power, in Mat. xxviii. 19, we 
er literal, not figurative; neither can what is 
iteral be figurative too; ſo that tis plain the Blunder is 


1 


his own, and the Wickedneſ too. 


' The Words of the Text, . rendred from the 
Greek are, Go therefore teach ye” all Nations, "Baptizing 
them into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and*of 
the Holy Ghoſt. i A iel ae 
40 The Word wednivgale, ſayf a learned * Writer, here 
“ rendred Teach, imports not barely a Speaking, Preach- 
«ing to, or Inſtructing: But ſuch a 8 and effec- 
0 tual Teaching as ſhould diſciple (as Vatablus expreſſes 
4 1t) that is, Diſciple the Hearers; bring them to be 
« Diſciples of Chriſt. And ſuch Teaching, in the Zfi- 
% cacy of the Spirit, will Baptize them with the Spirit; 
„bring them under, and in SubjefFion to the Spirit. 
% Therefore it is obſervable that it is not ſaid, Teach 
1% and Baptize, as importing two diſtinct Acts, at diſtinct 
« Times (which is the common, but miſtaken Opini- 
* on :) but Teach, Baptizing ; which plainly implies, 
« the Baptizing ſhould wer Efect of the 7 yy 
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Elxood's Glorious Brightneſs of the Goſpel Day, &c. pag. 6s, 67, 68. 


i. e. The Name here is the Strength and | | 
cc fablus, on Acts iv. 10. In nomine, i. e. Virtute, Poten- 
* fia & Ope; that is, in the Virtue, Power and Help. So 
c in Chriſt's Prayer to his Father for his Diſciples, Jabn 
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(26) 
« And ſuch Baptizing is (as the Text hath it, Ws 77 


Cc cout, into the Name of the Father, Sc, which is not 
&« a bare vocal Sound, or literal Compoſition of 


„ Words, to diſtinguiſh Perſons, or Things: But it 


4 jmports Power, Force, . Virtue, Authority, and auc 
bo 


c Nomen Domini (ſays Paſor, in his icon, ver 


ce Houn,) ponitur pro ipſo Domino. i. e. The Name of the 
c. Lord is put for the Lord himſelf. And ee 


c by Yofius, in his ſecond Diſputation concerning 
c tim, Theſc 5.) giving the Reaſon why it would de 


ce rendered into the Name, ſays, Nomen autem Potentiam, 
« Majeftatem, Gratiam hoc loco ſigniſicare, non eſt novum, 
& i. e. That the Name in this Place ſignifies Power, Ma- 
& jejty, Grace, is no new Thing, Druſius, on As iii. 6. 
explains in nomine, in the Name, by Virtute Jeſu, the 


c Virtue or Power of Jeſus. And Cradock (in his Apo- 
. «©. fol. Hiſt, ch. 1. pag. 15.) ED relating the 


c Paſſage, of Peter and John healing the 7. At 
ce jii, makes Peter tell the People, that by Faith and Re. 
cc liance on the Power of Chriſt, they bad wrought that 
& Cure: So putting the Word Power inſtead of the 
ce Word Name, which is in the Text. And, in a mar- 
cc“ gina! Note thereupon, he adds, Per nomen Feſu intelli- 
«© gitur virtus, vis ac poteſtas Feſu. i. e. By the Name of 
& Feſus is underſtood the Virtue, Strength, and Power. of 
ce FJeſus. And Grotius ſays, Nomen gant 6 vis ac poteſt as, 
Power. So Va- 


c xvii. 11. Keep them in thy Name: Grotius explains 


c Name there, by in Cultu tuo, i. e. in thy Worſhip. 


ce And where Chriſt ſays, verſ. 12. J kept them in thy 


Name; Clarius, in the Criticks, explains it thy Power. 


- Wilſon alſo, in his Chriſtian Dictionary, verbo Name, 


“ ſays, it is put for Authority, Power, or Virtue; as in 


&« 1 Cor. v. 4. where the Words are, in the Name of aur 
-— 8 | « Lord 
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* Lord Jeſus Chriſt : ny # he adds, that the Goſpel alſo 
« js ſometimes called the Name of God, and of Chriſt. 


„ Hence then, I hope, it will not be accounted ſo un- 
& couth a Phraſe (as by too many it has been) to ſpeak 


6 of being baptized into the Name of the Father, Son, 


* and Holy Ghoſt: Since by the Name, we ſee, is un- 
derſtood the Virtue, Power, Strength, Authority, Wor- 
“ /hip and Goſpel of God and Chriſt, in the holy Spirit. 

& This Conſideration, no doubt, has prevailed with 
&* divers Men, of no inferior Note for Learning, to re- 
ce tain'the Propriety of the Greek Particle E, in Math. 
& xxviii. 19. and render it into. So Paſor (in Lexic. 
% verb. Eis,) turns ze T3 our, in nomen, into the Name, 
& and explains it by in Cultum, into the Horſhip of the 
« Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And on 
cc the Word vou, he renders the Pike baptizantes in 
„nomen and adds, nou in Nomine. Baptizing into the 
« Name; not in the Name. | 
“ Zuinglius (cited by Voſſius, ubi ſupra) ſays, Mullis 
« vividius eſt, quod Græci, Mat. xxviii. habent, Baptizan- 
« tes eos in nomen Patris, Filii & Spiritus Sandi, quam in 
cc nomine, quemadmodum Latini habent: nam in Nomen 
&« baptizart, eſt per fidem in Deum inſeri, &c. i. e. It is 
&« much more lively, as the Greeks have it, Mat. xxviu. 
«< Baptizing them into the Name of the Father, '&c. than 
c“ in the Name, as the Latines baveit : For to be baptized 
& into the Name, is to be ingrafted by Faith into Chriſt. 

& Tertullian allo is cited by Vaſſius, in the ſame Theſis, 
& thus; Lex tingendi impoſita eft, & Forma præſcripta eſt : 


e, docete Nationes; tingentes eos in nomen Palris, & 


& Pilii, & Spiritus Sancti. i. e. The Law of Dipping (or 
<< Baptizing) is ſet, and the Form is preſcribed; Go, teach 
& the Nations, dipping (or baptizing) them into the Name 


"on 8 the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” _ 


Jur Opponent labours hard in pag. 83 and 84 to 
conjoin the Terms into or unto, in or into; and would 
ladly in ſinuate that they are Expreſſions of the ſame 


mport; but the Texts, which he barely cites, we ſhall 
E 3 - tranſcrih - 
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tranſcribe at large, that they may declare for themſelves; 
1 Cor. x. 2, And were all haplized unto Moſes, in the 
Cloud, and in the Sea, The Meaning of the Words is 
very obvious; Moſes, by divine Appointment, ' was 
made the Leader of the People; he was a lively Type of 
Chriſt the Antitype, and the People were; diſcipled un- 
to Moſes in the Cloud, and in the Sea. 6.80 
Here is not the leaſt Ground for aſſerting that they 
were baptized. either in or inio the Name of Moſes, in 
the Cloud, an in the Sea; nor doth this Phraſe of bap- 
tizing into a Perſon any where appear in the ſacred Re- 
cords z therefore we deny his Interpretatian, and urge 
him ro prove it if he can. ＋ IE | 
Rom. vi. 3, Know ye not, that ſo many of us as were baps 
#ized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his Death. And 
Galat, iii. 27, For as many of you as baue been baplized ity 
zo Chriſt have put on Chriſt, bit * 
In the firſt Place, we obſerve that the Word unta, 
which he makes mention of in citing theſe Texts, doth 
not ſo much as once appear in the Texts themſelves ; but 
it is no way ſtrange that he ſhould be ſo unfair, for ſuch 
-— are not uncommon with him, But to the 
oint. | | 
The Baptiſm here mentioned is evidently of a ſpiritual 
Nature, for, to be baptized or diſcipled into Jeſus, ſig- 
nifies to be baptized or diſcipled into the Spirit and Pow- 
er of Jeſus, and conſequently, as the parallel Text ex- 
plains it, ſuch put on Chriſt. EY Gti . 
Now it is plain that our Opponent doth not underſtand 
theſe Texts; he doth not know what it is to be dipped 
into Death with Chriſt; nor what it is 10 put on Chrik. 
A ſore Caſe for any, but moſt of all for a Leader of the 
People! The Proverb will take Place, 1f tbe Blind lead, 
or direct, the Blind; the Conſequence is evident with- 
out Deſcription. | bot mnt 8 
Our Opponent hath perhaps forgotten the Words ol 
dur Saviour, . Luke xii. 30, I have a Baptiſm to be bap- 
tized with, and how am 1 firaitned (pained, ſay ſome) 2till 
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it be accompliſhed. This he ſpake of his Suffering upon 
the Croſs; and as he was pained, reſpecting his Huma- 
nity, in ſuffering for Sin, ſo are all that are truly diſci- 
led in Spirit to the Spirit of Chriſt, pained in dying to 
din, as every true Diſciple of Chriſt experienceth for 

RTE. 1 ** * 
Our Opponent likewiſe ſaith that the following Scrip- 
tures correſpond with the foregoing ones, reſpecting be- 
ing baptized in, or into, the Name of Jeſus, Alls it. 38, 
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, or a greater Meaſure of it. The pa- 
rallel Text chap. iii. ver. 19, fully explains this, where 
the Words repent and be converted are uled inſtead of re- 
pent and be baptized ; which plainly argues that Baptiſm 
and Converſion are in their Nature ſimilar; but we 
know that it is not in the Power of Elementary Water 
ſo much as to .convince the Mind of Man of any Ne- 
gle& of Duty to God, and much leſs to convert it to 
God; beſides, the remaining Part of the Verſe js ſtill 
more plain, viz. That your Sins may be blotted out, when 
the Times of refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the 
Lord. So that Repentance, Baptiſm, or Converſion, are 
of a ſpiritual Nature, and require not only the Preſence, 
but alſo the bleſſed Operation of the holy Spirit of Jeſus, 
to comfort and refreſh the Mind of Man in his Chriſtian 
Warfare and ſpiritual Diſcipleſhip, - Ads x. 48, And 
he commanded them to be baptized in the Name of the Lord. 


This was a mere compliance of the Apoſtle ta; palliate 


Matters with a mixed Multitude; which we thus prove, 
Ads x. 44, While Peter yet ſpake theſe Words, the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the Word. i e, As 
many as perceived the Power of the Spirit of Chtiſt throꝰ 
Peter by that Declaration were convinced of Chriſt -by 
the Word; for Chriſt is called the Woxp. And A. 
Rix. 5, When they beard this they were baptized in ibe 
Name of the Lord Feſus. - Preceding this, we- find there 
Was a Conference between Paul and certain Diſciples. 


Paul 


. | 
Paul enquired if they had received the Holy Ghoſt fince 
they believed ; but it ſeems that they had not ſo much as 
heard of any Holy Ghoſt : Then Paul enquired, unte 
cwhat they were haptized; and they ſaid, unto John's Ba 
tiſm. Paul then proceeds to acquaint them with t 
Nature of Jobn's Baptiſm ; that though it was unto Re- 
pentance, it was alſo inculcated at the ſame time that they 
ſhould believe og him which ſhould come after him, that 
is, on Chriſt Feſus. By which Declaration with ſuch clear 
Demonſtration they were baptized, or diſcipled into the 
Spirit and Power of Jeſus, as the remaining Part of 
that Chapter doth plainly evidence, by the Power 
they. received. 1 
We preſume therefore, notwithſtanding all the Noiſe 
our Opponent makes, and all the wild Mzanders that he 
takes, it is plain, that 10 be baptized in, or into, the Name 
of Jeſus, is not a bare Profeſſion of Diſcipleſhip unto 
the viſible Perſon of Jeſus, or to an Hiftorica Tra- 
ditional Faith in Jeſus, but a being baptized or diſ- 
cipled into the Spirit and Power of Jeſus. | 
Our Author, to confirm his Interpretation, quotes 
in pag. 84, the following Paſſage from Fohn Locke, 
« Eis properly ſignifies inte: So the French tranſlate 
ce it here. The Phraſe baptiſheenai eis, to be baptized into 
« any one's Name, or into any one, is ſolemnly, by that 
« Ceremony, to enter himſelf a Diſciple of- him into 
„ whoſe. Name he is baptized, with Profeſſion to re- 
cc ceiye his Doctrine and Rules, and ſubmit to his Au- 
c thority: A very good Argument here why they 
66“ Thould be called by no Man's Name but Chriſt's.“ 
Upon which Paſſage we ſhall make the following Ob- 
ſervations; to. Baptize or Diſciple into the Profeſſion 
of the Doctrine, Rules and Authority of any one's 
Name, we allow to be ceremonial ; and if Profeſſion, 
Form and Ceremony only, would properly ſuit the 
_ Goſpel e it would be very imprudent to 
be Diſcipled or called by any Man's Name but ar; 
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But as Chriſt doth not appear in Perſon now, but 
in Spirit and Power, another Sort of Profeſſion, Faith, 1 
and Diſcipleſhip is required of all true Believers, if we f 
comply with the Demands of the Goſpel, _ [ 
. Chriſt plainly told his Diſciples * Thai he that dwelt 
with them ſhould be in them ; Not in Perſon, but in Spirit | 
and Power; and agreeable hereto are the Sentiments of ö 
the learned Dr, Clarke, © The Holy Spirit, /a be, 
& is in Scripture as being to the Church in the Place of 7 
“ Chriſt, and for that very Reaſon is ſtiled the Com- ; 
ce forter, becauſe his proper Office is, in the Abſence of \ 
c Chriſt, to comfort the Faithful with his Gifts and | 
“ Graces, with his holy Influence and Aſſiſtance,” | 
But it is plain, that they which believe not in the Spi- | 
rit, are not diſcipled or baptized into the Spirit, and | 
therefore at the beſt are but nominal Diſciples, ſince 
Chriſt's viſible and perſonal Appearance hath been ab- 
ſent from the Earth above 1700 Tears. So that we 
may ſafely conclude, that ſuch as reje& the Holy Spi- 
rit, the Comforter, under the Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
pel, are not the Diſciples of Chrift in Spirit. | 
They therefore that deny the Holy Spirit, deny Inſpi- 
ration, Illumination, and Revelation; and 8 
have not the true and ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt, but 
are meer empty Profeſſors. ds | 
In the ſame pag. 84. Our Opponent tells us, that 
cc a Paſſage in St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 
&« thians, Eh. i. ver. 13. will aſcertain, beyond Diſpute, 
<« this Senſe, which all Interpreters unanimouſly put up- 
& on the Words baptized in the Name Chriſt.” 
Ins this Point. we. muſt differ from him, for in Scrip- 
ture there are different Baptiſms ſpoken of, which we 
ſhall confine to theſe two, viz. the Baptiſm of John 
with Water, and the Baptiſm of Chriſt ; Though we | 
are not ignorant, that Baptiſm with Water, as an initia- | 
ting Rite, or Rite practiſed in the Admiſſion of Proſe- 
lytes among the Jews, was in Uſe long before John's 
Time, and continued after it; whether as John's Bap- 
 ® John xiv, 17. ; tiſm, 
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tiſm, or as a Jewiſh Rite of Initiation, does not-ſp || « 
plainly appear in Scripture ; and that the Diſciples f 
Chriſt! practiſed it, both whilſt their Maſter was with 
them, and after his Reſurrection, in condeſcenſion to 
the Weakneſs of the People: But as Jobn was expreſ- 
ly ſent to baptize with Water unto Repentance, as being 
the laſt Prophet under the Law, (before Chriſt) which 
conſiſted chiefly in outward Obſervations, "Types and 
Ceremonies, and came to prepare the Way of the Me- 
ſiah, Matt. iii. 3: Luke iii. 3, 4, 5. and ſays of him- 
ſelf, I indeed baptize you with Water unto Repentance, . 
Matt. iii. 11. thereby appropriating this Rite to him- 
ſelf as by divine Appointment, and as appears John i. 
33. was ſent of God for that End; we term it Jobs 
Baptiſm. | 
But we are ſo far from -concluding that this Text 
1 Cor. i. 12, 13. Now I ſay this, that every one of you ſaith, i © 
T am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and 1 of Cephas, and 1 
of Chriſt, I Chriſt divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you ? Or were ye baptized in the Name of Paul? will MW | 
aſcertain the Senſe of Mart. xxviii. 19. that we think | 
it was ſpoken of the former of theſe two Baptiſms, and. 
ſo we 1 5 People called Quakers have taken it, (as he 
muſt know, having read Barclay, as it appears; and 
had he been a fair Opponent, he would have acknow- f 
ledged that Senſe, though he would ſeem to deny it 
Pag. 105 in his Notes,) and that the Commiſſion, 
Chrift gave to his Apoſtles, has no Relation to that 
Practice Paul here mentions, which was uſed in conde- 
ſcenſion as above, and is no Part of that one Baptiſm 
l mentioned by the Apoſtle, Eph. iv. 5. For the follow- 
0 ing Reaſons, - | 
4 iſt. From John's own Words, who muſt be allowed 
14 to underſtand his own Commiſſion, and Cbriſt's; his 
1 own Baptiſm, and Chriſt's, and wherein they differed; 
who plainly diſtinguiſhes between them, Matt. iii. 11, 
1 J indeed baptize you with Water unto Repentance, but be 
| 1 that cometh after me, is mightier than I, whoſe Shoes 1 
| N | | * an 
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not worthy 10 bear, be ſhall baptize you with ths Holy 
Gboſt, and with Fire. And in the 12th. ver. he explaihs 
what Chriſt's Baptiſm with Fire is; Joſe Fan is in his 
Hand, and be will throughly purge his Flbor, (which Floor 
is the Hearts of all juch who are willing; to be the 
Subjects of his Kingdom,) and gather bis Wheat into the 
«Garner, but he will burn up the Chaff with unquenehable 
Fire; Which, Chaff is evit Thoughts and vain Peſires 
in their Hearts. Rogz | | 
2d. From Mark xvi. 15, 16. In the ſame Commiſ- 
ſion given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles and Diſciples, for 
we take the Commiſſion tõ be one, though differently 
related by. the Evangeliſts; where it is ſaid, ver. 15, 
Go ye into all the World, and Preach the Goſpel io every 
Creature. Ver. 16, He that believeth and is baptized Hall 
be ſaved, and be that believeth not, fhall be damned: 
Whereby it plainly appeafs, that thoſe who thus be- 
lieved and were baptized, ſhould be ſaved; which Con- 
ſequence © does not follow that Baptiſni' which is ad- 
miniſtred with Water, as our Adverſaries acknow- 
ledge, and as appears in the Caſe of Siman Ma- 
gus, no mote than the Belief of Chriſt's outward Ap- 
JE in that Body prepared for him of tlie Father, 

is Death, Sufferings and Reſurrection, without the 
Belief of his inward Appearance as the Comforter, Heb. 
ix. 28, and the Sanctification of his Spirit. So that ic 
is plain theſe two Texts agree in this, and explain one 
another, that the Subjects of this Baptiſm muſt be ca- 
pable of being taught, and of believing; which thoſe 
who are the Subjects of Baptiſm in the Church of Exg- 
land are not, and therefore it cannot be that Baptiſm 
which is in Uſe among them; neither is there any Aſ- 
ſurance of Salvation by this Ceremony, and therefore 
not the Baptiſm of Chriſt. | * 

3d. From the Words of the Apoſtle Peter, who 


plainly tells us what the Baptiſm is which zow ſaves, 


'7 Peter iii. 21, Not the putting away the Filth of the 
Fleſh, but the - Anſwer of - good Conſcience towards God 
(as 
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(as our Tranſlation has it) by the ReſurreZion of Telus 
Chriſt, Now by this it appears, that this Baptiſm is not 
any outward Ceremony, but an inward. Work or 
Change, and this is the Senſe of the. Apoſtle Paul, 
Rom, vi. 4. Therefore we are buried with bim, (viz 
Chriſt) by Baptiſm mio Death, which he. explains ver, 
6. Knowing this that our od Man is crucified with him, 
that the Body of Sin might be deftroyed : And as this Bo- 
dy of Sin comes to be put off, there is the Reſurrec- 
tion of a new Life, which is Cbriſt formed in them, 
Galat. iv. 19, or a putting on the new. Man, Eph. iv. 
24. And hereby we come to underſtand what the 
Apoſtle means, where he ſays, As many of you as have 
been baptized into Chriſt have put on Chriſt, Galat. iii. 
27. And he becomes to theſe, Chriſt in them the Hope 
of Glory, Col. i. 27. And this is the Baptiſm enjoyned 
Matt. xxviii. 19, even into the Name (viz. into the 
Virtue and Power) of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, 
which is The Spirit itſelf bearing Witneſs with our Spirits 
that we are the Children of God, Rom. viii. 16. Whe- 
ther this be: not the true Senſe of 1 Peter iii. 21, we 
appeal to every judicious Reader, rather than the Senſe 
our Opponent has put upon it, pag. 121, 122, by ad- 
ding the Word (only) to the Text, which is a great 
Abuſe. N | 
4th. From what the Apoſtle ſays in the ſame Chap- 
ter, for he thanks God, he baptized no more, which if 
it had been that one abſolutely neceſſary Baptiſm, 
whereby Men ſhall be ſaved Mark xvi. 16, he could 
not. have diſpenſed with it; but *tis evident that the 
Apoſtle did not underſtand the Baptiſm, he here {uu 
of, to be that mentioned Matt. xxviii. 19; and the 
Effect it had upon theſe Corinthians ſo baptized, makes 
it manifeſt, for he ſays chap. iii. ver. 1. be could not ſpeak 
unto them as unto ſpiritual, but as unto Carnal, and ver. 3. 
For ye are yet Carnal; for whereas there is among you Eu- 
vying, and Strife, and Diviſions, are.ve not — 2 walk 
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Now the "Apoſtle had as ample a Commiſſion to 
Preach the Goſpel, i. e. to teach baptizing, as the other 
Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt had, and did fo with- 
out doubt, as appears chap. ii. 4, yet he ſays, he 
was not ſent to baptize, chap. i. 17, which muſt plainly 
infer that he was not ſent to baptize with Water accord- 
ing to the Ceremony then uſed, for as to the other, or 
ſpiritual Baptiſm, which is to reach baptizing, it ſhould 
ſeem by what he ſays in the next Verſe following, to 
have ually performed; for Verſe 17 he declares, 
that though Chriſt ſent him not to baptize, yet he 
ſent him to Preach the Goſpel ; not with Wiſdom of Words 
left the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould be made of none Effet. And 
Verſe 18, For the preaching of the Crofs is to them that pe- 
riſh, Fooliſhneſs, but unta us who are ſaved it is the Power 
of God : Thereby declaring that his preaching the Croſs of 
Chriſt was ſo effectual, as through it the Power of God 
was made manifeſt, which is to Teach baptizing, 'ac- 
cording to Matt. xxviii. 19, and to the Salvation of 
thofe who believed according to' Mark xvi. 16. . 

*Tis not only an Error obſervable in the Corinthians, 
but alſo a Propenſity in Man proceeding from an un- 
regenerate catnal Affection, vainly to glory in the Abi- 
lities of Men, who are in reſpect of Speech=—<as the 
Organs or Inſtruments of divine Wiſdom, Spirit, and Power, 
exerted in ſeveral and different Operations upon ſeveral 
and different Organs, by the ſame divine Wiſdom, Spi- 
rit, and Power, ſo far as they are true Miniſters of 
Chriſt, co-operating with him. | FEST S405 
But for any to doat upon an Organ or Inſtrument be- 
cauſe of ſome pleaſing ration perform'd upon it, 
without Regard to the Author and Origin of it, may 
ſafely and without any Hzſitation be pronounced car- 
nal: For ene likes the powerful Demonſtration of Paul; 
another the Eloquence of Apollos ; 4. bird the Sim- 
Plicity of Cephas, | 


ay. 
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; Theſe are all very valuable Talents, and no doubt 
very profitable to People of different , Perceptions, and 
difterent Aﬀections, yet nevertheleſs we ought always to 
look to the Giver of them. But to proczed, - |» 

Ic is plainly evident and aſcertained, we preſume be- 
yond dfn, that to become a real Diſeiple of Jeſus 
Chriſt under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, tis required to take 
up the Croſs of Chtiſt daily, and to follow the Light of the 
Holy Spirit, the Sun of Righteouſneſs which enlightens 
the Soul, whereby is manifeſted whatever is pleaſing or 
diſpleaſing unto God. | 2 170 7. +21 

And whoever are prevailed upon to co-operate with the 
Light and Influence of the Holy Spirit, and to deny, 
or. croſs themſelves in the Gratifications of fleſhy Luſts 
and Appetites, will, to:their unſpeakable Comfort, find. 
this Light, Spirit, or Grace (which are Terms ſynony- 
mous) to be the Power of God unto Salvation. 
It is this Spirit, in its greater Manifeſtation, which, 
we have been ſpeaking of, that is the promiſed Comfor- 
ter, which leads and guides into all Truth, and con- 
ſequently out of all Error,” thoſe that are led by it. 

It is this Spirit which leads out of all Types and 
Figures to Chriſt the Antitype; and out of all Sha- 
dows of good Things to came, to Chriſt the Sub- 
ſtance. RIS : en | 
Hence it is evident, that to be baptized or diſcipled, 
unto, or in the Name of Jeſus, is not ro be baptized, 

or diſcipled to che Perſon of Jeſus, or to an Hiſtorical, 
Traditional Faith jn Jeſus, and no mote, ; if we neglect 
to join with the Spirit and Power of, Jeſus. But to be 
baptized into the Name of Jeſus is to be baptized or diſ- 
Gipled into the Spirit and Power of ; Jeſus; - | +; :5;14iv7 
Our Opponent in pag. 87, Quotes an Objection of 
ours, Viz. + That when the Apoſtles baptized in the 
| «+ Name of Jeſus only, they dig not practice the Bap- 
| c tiſm which our Lord (According to his Scheme.) or- 
| izred them to adminiſter in the Name of the Trinity; 

14 this they ſuppoſe tq bg the Bapti/m with the Hay 

it; | 6 Gt, Ang upon this he gives us the following 
| a ; Note, 


1 * 


wW mY 


V0 WF W, a Fad 


— a * Xx TD EU RVvCY 


2 


"_ 
(6.35) 
Note. This Obje&ion of the Quaters, if it ſhould. 
« happpen to be of any Moment, proves a great deal 
% too much for them; it holding much more forcibly 
«. againſt the Apoſtles practiſing the Bapti/m wil the 
« Holy Ghoſt in Obedience to the Command in the 
“ Text, than the Baptiſm with Water : For we not only 
g never find the Apoſtles practiſing the Baptiſm with the” 
« Holy Ghoſt in the Name of the Trinity, but never ſo 
„ much as in the Name of the Holy Gboſt only.“ 
Tautologies we know are not to be admired, but as 
our Opponent makes ſo frequent Uſe of them, we are 
obliged to trace him through more of them than is plea- 
ſant unto us. ee ee z nn 
We have already over and again obſerved, that, to be 
baptized or diſcipled in the Name of Jeſus, molt pro- 
perly ſignifies to be diſcipled to the Perſon of Jeſus, 
or to an Hiſtorical Traditional Faith in Jeſus, which 
ve preſume is evidently not that Baptiſm commanded 
in the Text, Matt. xxvili. 19. but it is Jikewiſe re- 
quired to believe in the Spirit and Power of jeſus, and 
be baptized with it, as it plainly appears from the Con- 
text and parallel Scripture, which, when the Text itſelf 
is not plain, are allow 'd by all to be the beſt Rule to in- 
terpret it by; Nor is it leſs plain, that the baptizing or 
diſcipling of the Nations mentioned in the Text, from 
the Procks already given, was the baptizing or diſcipling 
with the Holy Ghoſt ; nor doth his {rony, which he thinks 
fit to make .uſe of in his Note, at all affect us. The 
Qhjection we make is of great Moment, nor does it prove 
too» much; it only demonſtrates a neceſſary Care not 
to be deceived in a Matter of the greateſt Importance, 
that is, the Salvation of the Soul. 
The Apoſtles, we believe, baptized or difcipled the 
Nations into the Name, the Spirit and Power of Jeſus, 
or the: Holy | Ghoſt, in contra- diſt inction to Water Bap- 
tiſm inſtituted. by John; and though it is true that we 
do not find them baptizing in the Name of the Trinity 
that being an wnſcriptural Expreſizon, nor in the expreld 
1 2 | Name 
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Name of the Holy Ghoſt ; yet, we preſume, that doth 
not argue that there was no ſuch thing. We take it to 
be Proof ſufficient, that while they preached the Word, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the Hearers; that is, the ho- 
ly Spirit of Chriſt, through them, teaching in ſuch De- 
monſtration of the Power of Jeſus, that the Hearers 
were baptized, dipped or diſcipled in and into the Name, 
the Spirit and Power of Jeſus, a 1 
Whether any Unſeilfulneſs and Ruin conſequent there- 
upon attend our adhering: to ſuch Principles, we fub- 
mit to the Judgment of every candid Enquirer. | 
As to the Expreſſions Triune God and Trinity, we are 
ſure they are unſcriptural, and to us they are unintelli- 
ible, | bo”! 2 * 
* Benjamin Bennet, in his Irenicum, tells us, that © Some 
© to avoid the Inconveniencies in Defining, ſatisfy 
„% themſelves with ſaying in general, that there are 
ce three Differences in * Be Nature, as Dr. Tillotſon ; 
« three Diverſities, ſays Dr. Burnet ; three Somewhats, 
& ſays Dr. Wallis. | 
- But to ſum up this Matter, we ſhall tranſcribe an 
excellent Paſſage from the learned and - pious Biſho 
Taylor in a Diſcourſe upon Jobn vii. 17. He that 
« goes about to ſpeak of the myſterious Trinity, and 
& does it by Words and Names of Man's Invention, 
sand by the Diſtinctions of the Schools, if he only talks 
“ of Eſſences and Exiſtences, Hypoſtaces and Perſon- 
< alities, Diſtinctions without Difference, Priority in 
“ Co-equalities, and Unity in Pluralities; he may 
“ amuſe himſelf and build Tabernacles in his Head and 
b talk ſomething, but he knows not what: But the 
&« good Man that feels the Power of the Father, and 
© he to whom the Son is become Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 
& neſs, Sanctification and Redemption; he in whoſe 
« Heart the Love of the Spirit of God is ſpread : This 
£© Man, though he underſtands nothing of what is unin- 
6 telligible, yet he alone underſtands. the Myſteriouſ- 
E neſs of the Holy Trinity.“ 
S -» : . Theſe 
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* Theſe eminent Authors juſt - before cited do, in the 


Caſe before us, behave like Divines indeed; they are 
evidently - conſcious of their own Infirmities, and dare 


not preſume by their finite Underſtandings to com- 


prehend the infinite; this is Wiſdom indeed, and ar- 
gues that ſuch are more concerned to live the Liſe of 
Godlineſs, than to talk they know not what about it. 

We ſhall now conſider his Recapitulation pag. 98. 
99, and give a ſhort Anſwer to it as he himſelf has re- 
duced it to four diſtin&t Heads. = 

As to his Firft; we ſay, that if to baptize or diſciple 
unto or into a Perſon be the ſame as to baptize'or diſciple 
into, or in the Name of a Perſon, we confeſs ourſelves 1g- 
norant of it. > 3 | / | 
ln our Opinion it is one thing to diſciple anto a Per- 
ſon, and another thing to diſciple into a Perſon, if any 
ſuch thing could be; but we have before told our Op- 
ponent that the Phraſe is very uncouth, unſcriptural, 
and to us unintelligible, and for that Reaſon we reject 
Ic. ee 

But when the Word Perſon is limited to humane Na- 
ture, or to the Union of Body and Soul, we know 
what it means; and under ſuch Limitation we appre- 
hend that our Opponent's Argument doth not operate in 
the Caſe. "OT BN 
As to his Second. If baptizing into, or in the Name of 
a Perſon, is to make Diſciples to that Perſon, we ap 
hend that it means no more than being diſcipled unto a 
Profeſſion of Diſcipleſhip into a Perſon.— But this 
is very different from being baptized into the Perſon, as 
he terms it; we ſay and believe, that to be baptized 
or diſcipled into the Name of Feſus, is to be diſci pied (not 
into an outward Profeſſion of Diſcipleſhip unto the Perſon 
of - Jeſus, or to an hiſtorical traditional Faith in Jeſus, 
but) by an inward Perſuafion, into the Spirit and Power 
of Jeſus; which, in our humble Opinion, doth the beſt 

rt with the Nature of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
the holy Spirit, the Comforter, being to all true believers, 
to the Church, in the Place of Chriſt, and * 
| « 
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all crde, believers are diſcipled unto and into the Spirit, in 
and thro' che Power of the Spirit. 0199 HS 
As to his Third. That Baptiſm, ſaid to have been ad. 
miniſtred in the Name of Cbriſt, we preſume, was net 
that mentioned in the Text, Matt. xxviii. 19, becauſe 
to baptize in the Name of Chriſt, is to diſciple unto Chriſt, 
either perſonally whilſt in that viſible: Body, or to an 
hiſtorical traditional Faith in Chriſt, after he had Tuf- 
fered, was riſen, and aſcended to his. Father; for the 
Idea is wholly external. -. Perot - (2508 
Such a Knowledge as this the Apoſtle Pau! had, 
Though, ſays he, we have known Chriſt after the Fleſh, 
(not in the Fleſh) yet now henceforth | know we bim no 
more, 2 Cor. v. 16. The Apoſtle had known 
Chriſt hiſtorically or traditionally, for probably he had 
never ſeen Chriſt before his Crucifixion, and whilſt he 
had only that Knowledge of Chriſt, he was a moſt 
bitter Enemy to all that profeſſed in his Name. But 
he had another Sort of Knowledge when he came really 
to know Chriſt, which had a very different Effect upon 

him, for he was then humbled to Purpoſe. 8 
Hence it is evident, that as the Diſciples of Chriſt 
taught in-the Demonſtration of the Spirit and Power of 
Jeſus, they alſo made Diſciples by and into the _ 
and Power of Jeſus, or elſe the Effect fell ſhort of the 
Cauſe, which would argue an Inſufficiency in the Spirit 
and Power they had received, and conſequently a De- 
ficiency in them that they could not perform the Work 
they were employed in: But ſurely ſuch a Suppoſition 
is too groſs to take Place with any. But whoever think 
fit to profeſs the Name of Jeſus, and at the ſame time 
deny the Spirit and Power of ſeſus, though they may at- 
tempt to make Diſciples to Jeſus, they can but be bare 
Prole ſſors and mere nominal ones, becauſe they have no- 
thing for the Object of their Faith that can redeem out of 
Sin, much leſs preſerve from Sin. | ＋ 10 
_ Stackbouſe, in his Body of Divinity, pag. 41, is very 
expreis and home in the Matter, The Commiſſion, 
« ſays be, given them (viz. the Diſciples) to Teach all 
| Nations 
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« Nations was of divine Authority, and that their 
„Speech and their Preaching was, as the Apoſtle 
words it, Not with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 
& but in the Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, that 
&« our Faith might not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in 
& the Power of God.” | 

But for our Opponent to lay ſo great Weight upon the 
Neceſlity of Water-baptiſm, is an Argument as weak 
as Water itſelf ; ſeeing no lefs Power than that of the 
Spirit and Power of Jeſus is able to redeem us, pre- 
ſerve, and unite us unto our God: It is therefore our 
incumbent Duty firmly to believe therein. 

As to his Fourth, We have already obſerved, that to 
baptize or diſciple in the Name of Jeſus, properly ſpeak- 
ing, ſignifies no more than making Diſciples to the 
Perſon of Jeſus, whilſt in that viſible Body ; or to an 
hiſtorical traditional Faith in Jeſus. 

But we pay as much Regard, Reverence, Adoration 
and Worlhip to the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, and do as ſincerely believe 
in the Powerof the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as any People whatſoever. 

Our Opponent in pag. 99 ſays, «+ The Queſtion that 
* now remains to be reſolved is, what the Maſter of 
e that Baptiſm is, which the Apoſtles adminiſtred in 
« diſcipling all Nations; i. e. whether the Matter of 
« Baptiſm in the Name of Jeſus, or the Holy Trinity, 
ebe figurative, or literal, moral or elementary, the Gifts 
Hof the Holy Ghoſt, or Water.” 

Ia Anſwer to which, we apprehend, that, from what 
we have already ſaid, it it very evident, the Baptiſm 
mentioned Matt. xxviii. 19, is ſpiritual Baptiſm; and 
is to be underſtood literally, not figuratively, becauſe they 
were to baptize into the Name, or Spirit and Power, &c. 
not elementary, but divine, as plainly appears from the 
Context, ſeeing the Power that he had received from his 
Father was his Authority, and a Meaſure of that Power 
derived from him to his Diſciples was to be both their 
4 | 8 | Authority 
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Authority and Security, which began from the Day of 
Pentecoſt. And what Sort of Diſciples they were to make 
is likewiſe plain, ſceing that he promiſed to be with them 
'to the End of the World : not in Per/on, but in Spirit 
and Power, | 
Our Opponent, in his Anſwer to the above * 
ſetting himſelf to prove that the Baptiſm adminiſtred by 
the Apoſtles in diſcipling the Nations was with Vater, 
quotes As ii. 37, 38, and would gladly inſinuate that 
it contains or implies two diſtin Baptiſms, the Baptiſm 
with Water previous to the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, 
as if the former were preparatory for the Reception ol 
the latter. Let us therefore conſider that Text a lit- 
tle. As ii. 37, 38, Now when they heard this, they 
wwere priced in their Hearts, and ſaid unto Peter, and to 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we 
do? Peter ſaid unto them, repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of 
Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Now, pray by, or from, what Power were they 
thus pricked in their Hearts? Surely by no leſs than that 
Spirit and Power that was promiſed ſhould be with the 
Apoſtles in diſcipling the Nations; not from any thing 
from Peter, as a mere Man; he was only the Inſtrument 
through which that Spirit was powerfully ſounded. 
Again, Faith is the Gi/t of God; none can believe 
Unleſs they firſt perceive or feel; that is the Foundation, 
or firſt Evidence of things not ſeen, and they that hold, 
or keep to the Foundation, may in time be enabled to 
build upon it; for, ſeeeing they were pricked in zheir 
Hearts ; it they duly kept under it, the Operation ſhould 
increaſe, and they ou ſee as well as feel, and be en- 


* perhaps to work Miracles too, as many of them 
id. | | 

And if we join another Text to this already mentioned, 
namely, Mark xvi. 16, He that believeth, and is bapti- 
zed, ſhall be ſaved ; which Belief implies Conviclion, as the 
ſpiritual Baptiſm or true Chriſtian Diſcipleſhip doth Con- 
ver ſions 
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verſion, it will be very evident that Faith and Repentance 
are made neceſſary Ingredients of effectual and ſaving 
Baptiſm. For, as * Juſtin Martyr well reaſons, « What 
6 Profit is there in that Baptiſm which only makes the 
« Fleſh and Body ſhining ? Baptize or waſh the Soul 
« from Anger and Covetouſneſs, (which is a very exten- 
« five Word) alſo from Envy and Hatred, and then the 
« Body is clean, To which may be added all Im- 
“ moralities that defile the Soul, be they of what Spe- 
« cies or Nature they may.” ? | 
Our Opponet has in pag. 100, the following Note, 
« The Quakers would gladly in this Paſſage underſtand 
G Baptiſm in the Name of Feſus Chriſt to be the Baptiſm 
« with the Holy Ghoſt, becaule receiving the Holy Ghoſt 
& is mentioned immediately after it: The Words of Sr. 
« Peter will therefore run thus, Repent and be baptized 
“ every one of you with the Holy Ghoſt, and ye ſhall be 
« baptized with the Holy Ghoſt ; which is making a true 
« Apoſtle of our Bleſſed Lord as barbarous a Speaker, 
* as ſome of the Quaker Apoltles have been. | 
We do indeed believe that the Baptiſm here mentioned 
by the Apoſtle Peter is no other than the Baptiſm with 
the Holy Ghoſt, nor doth there appear any Barbarity 
in his Expreſſion by affixing that Senſe to it; for he ad- 
viſes them to repent that they might be baprized or diſ- 
cipled into the Spirit and Power of Jeſus, that they 
might receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, or a more 
plentiful Meaſure of the ſame Spirit that convinced them; 
that they might be thoroughly converted by it, as the 
Context plainly ſets forth, Verſe 39. For the PRo- 
MIS is unto you, and unto your Children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhall. 
call, Pray, what Promiſe was this that the Text makes 
mention of? It alJudes to that of the Prophet, Joel ii. 
28. The Promiſe of the holy _ to all that believe, 
and that too in a Succeſſion of Time, to them and to 
their Children, both J eus and Gentiles, And Verſe 41, 
. * Then 
— — — | 6 
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Then they that gladly received his Word (by which we un- 
derſtand the Spirit of Chriſt thro* Peter, and were 
convinced by it) were baptized, or converted and diſci- 
pled to it. | 

But our Opponent would infer, as we take it, what 
properly ſignifies Conviction of Soul to mean Water 
baptiſm ; but the Truth is, to ſolve it any other Way 
won't anſwer the End he propoſes. 

In pag. 109, he has the following Notes, © Firſt, 
« that the Quaters have not produced a ſingle Text to 
„ prove that the Name of the Lord ſignifies his moral 
« Power, or ſanfifying Grace, in which they falſly ſup- 
* poſe the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt conſiſts. Far I 
< may venture to affirm that all thoſe Places of Scrip- 
<< ture, quoted by them, where the Name of the Lord 
„ ſignifies his Power or Virtue, are to be taken to mean 
4 his natural Power or Might, exerted in his ordinary 
« providential Government of the World, which has 
% nothing to do with the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, 
<« either according to the Qyakers Notion or the Scrip- 
<< tures. ; 
 «« Secondly, Allowing that the Name of the Lord ſome- 
* times ſignifies in Scripture not only his natural 
% Power, but alſo his moral Operation in ſanctifying 
the Souls of Men; it ſtill remains for the Quakers to 
«© prove that it muſt be underſtood ſo in the Text; for 
they have not hitherto ſo much as attempted to prove 
& that it muſt. 

& Thirdly, Allowing alſo that the Name of the Lord 
* (i. e. ct the Trinity) ſignifies in the Text his ſancti- 
„Hing Power or Grace, yet this can be conſidered only 
as the Eud or Gift obtained by Baptiſm, and not as the 
&« Matter of Baptiſm. . 

„ ?Tis expreſſed, baptizing into the Name, &c. and 
„ not with the Name; conſequently, the Name (i. e. 
as the Quaters ſuppoſe, the ſandtifying Power) of the 
« Lord, is only the Gift conferred;/by Baptiſm : And 
6 why may not this Gift be conferred by Maler baptilm 
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« to all who come truly prepared for it by Faith and 
% Repentance.” | 

Firſt, This Complaint ſhall be anſwered, and, we 
hope, effectually removed to the Satisfaction of every 
impartial Enquirer, Th 

n all controverſial Caſes, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
enquire into the Origin of the Caſe, in order to the bet- 
ter apprehending the Nature of it; for that is the true 
Baſis or Foundation to build ſound Argument upon. 

We obſerve, that when the Angel appeared to Jo- 


ſeph, and acquainted him that the Virgin Mary was with 


Child, he alſo told him what the Name of the Child 
ſhould be, and the Meaning of it; Thou, ſays he, ſpall 
call his Name Jeſus ; and then he gave the Reaſon which 
declares his Nature, He Hall ſave his People from their 
Sins. And in the parallel Text As iv. Verſ. 12. it is 
ſaid, There is none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men whereby we muſt be ſaved, And in the ſame Chap- 
ter we may obſerve, that the Apoſtles were in Straits, 
from the Ignorance and Violence of the People, which 
put them upon petitioning thus, Verſ. 29, 30. Aud now 
Lord, behold their Threatnings, and grant unto thy Ser- 
vants, that with all Boldneſs they may ſpeak thy Word, (ob- 


- ſerve, not their own) by ſtretching forth thine Hand to heal, 


and that Signs and Wonders may be done by the Name of thy 
holy Child Jeſus, i. e. ſays Samuel Clark in his Annotations 
upon the Text, by {till manifeſting thy Power in us.? 

Theſe Things, no doubt, were intended to fix their 
Attention, and that their Hearts and Affections might 
be ſanctify'd by the Operation of the Spirit and Power 
of Jeſus; which we take to be the Baptiſm with the Holy 


Ghoſt, and have no Cauſe to believe that we are miſtaken, 


notwithſtanding that our Opponent is pleaſed to ſay, that 
We do not experience the ſanctifying Power of the 
„Holy Spirit, but fal/ſly ſuppoſe it to be meant by the 
Name of the Lord, when that is only uſed to ſignify 
his natural Power, and not his moral ſanctifying Ope- 
nz 5 | 
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Secondly, Our Opponent, upon the Suppoſition that the 

Name of the Lord does ſometimes in Scripture ſignify his 
moral Operation in ſanctifying the Souls of Men, de- 
mands a Proof from us that it muſt be ſo underſtood in 
Mat. xxviii. 19. and falſly aſſerts, that we have not hi- 
therto ſo much as attempted to prove it. 
It is evident that he is very ſhort of Memory, ſince, 
in the preceding Page 108, he had ſaid, that «+ They 
c obſerve, that the Name of the Lord is often taken in 
« Scripture for ſomething elſe than a bare Sound of 
« Words, or a literal Expreſſion, even for his Virtue 
« and Power,” and for this he quotes Barclay, and 
(adds he in the Note) & after him, all the Quakers that 
c have handled this Text,” that is, Mat. xxviii. 19. 
So that many Attempts have been made to prove it, and, 
we preſume, not without the deſired Succeſs. — 

Thirdly, We now have him begging the Queſtion; 
« Allowing, /ays he, that the Name of the Lord ſignifies, 
“ in the Text, his ſanctifying Power or Grace, yet 
« this can be conſidered only as the End, or Gift, ob- 
ce tained by Baptiſm, and not as the Matter. of Baptiſm.“ 
Doth he then 1magine that Elementary Warer can ei- 
ther beget or convey the Holy Spirit? A ſtrange Opi- 
nion indeed! And we conclude that he never yet met 
with either Faith or Repentance in an Infant: But herein 
he is ſupporting the Opinion of the Antipædobaptiſts, 
whether he 1s aware of it or not: | 

Thus notable is our Opponent in ruining his own Prin- 
ciples, whilſt he anskilfully attacks ours; and ſince what 
he hath advanced doth not properly belong either to him 
or us, it is plain that he is attempting to ſerve a Turn at 
random, without Regard to the Scripture-uſe of Words 
and Phraſes ; a Practice which he frequently, but falſly, 
charges us with. | 

He has here a very odd Gloſs, *Tis expreſſed, ſays 
ic he, baptizing into the Name, &c. and not with the 
& Name; contequently, the ſanctifying Power is only 
the Gift conferred by Baptiſm,” But we are of quite 

another 
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another Opinion : We do believe that Elementary Wa- 
ter hath not any thing to do in the Caſe ; nor is it any 
Myſtery to us to conceive the Meaning of it : For, to be 
baptized. or 2 into the Spirit and Power of 
Jeſus, and at the ſame Time not to be baptized or di- 
ſcipled with and by the Spirit and Power of Jeſus, or to 
conclude that any can be diſcipled into the holy Spirit 
and Power of Jeſus without his gracious Influences and 
Aſſiſtance, is ſuch Preſumption as we would not that any 
ſhould be guilty of. 

In page 110 he brings a freſh Charge upon us, Up- 
« on the Phraſe Baptiſm in the Name of Jeſus, ſays be, 
% they have no leſs than three different Opinions. Some- 
c times they take it to relate to the Water-Baptiſm of the 
&« Law, which was practiſed by the Apoſtles for a Time 
& in Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs of the Zews, as Cir- 
cc cumciſion now and then was; ſometimes *tis under- 
« ſtood of Fobr's Water-baptiſm, and ſaid to be uſed by 
ce the Apoſtles in making Diſciples to Jobn; and laſtly, 
cc tis taken to mean the Baptiſm with the holy Ghoſt. 
& Into ſuch Abſurdities, Perplexities and Contradictions, 
« do Men run in explaining holy Vrit, when they diſ- 
c dain to be ty'd down to proceed by the Rules of true 
« Criticiſm, and will not be at the pains to ſtudy the 
« Senſe of a Text by humane or rational Means, but 


take up with that Signification which the pretended 


% Inſpiration of the Spirit ſuggeſts, i, e. in reality what 
their own blind and prejudicate Phanſies raſhly pro- 
* nounce to be true! 

Upon the Phraſe Baptiſm in the Name of Jeſus, he lays, 
we have three different Opinions; but he doth not offer 
to prove it, nor indeed can he; and if he is conſcious of 
it, it muſt be allow'd to be very prudent in him not to 
attempt it, for we never yet found but he was for- 
ward enough. But to the Point. Baplizing in the Name 
of. Zeſus, whether practiſed by Jobn or the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, we have repeatedly ſaid, appears to us to 
mean no more than making Diſciples ro Jeſus, either 


perlonally 
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perſonally whilſt in his viſible Body, or after his Suffers 
ings, &c. to an hiſtorical, traditional Faith in Jeſus 
but that we have confounded theſe with the laſt of them, 
viz. with the Bapti/m of the Holy Ghoſt, is entirely without 
Foundation; and therefore the <* Abſurdities, Perplexi- 
cc ties, and Contradictions, are wholly of his own 
making; nor need we enquire what Sort of a Critick 
he is. | | 

As to his Inſinuation of our Lazineſs, that we © will 
not beat the pains to ſtudy the Senſe of a Text by 
cc humane or rational Means, Sc.“ If he means that 
we ſet light by the holy Scriptures, (for ſo we do call 
them in the utmoſt Sincerity and Truth) he attempts to 
do us a great deal of Injuſtice, ſeeing no People whatſo- 
ever have a truer Regard for the ſacred Records than we 
have, nor are there any that do more firmly believe 
what 1s contained therein. | 

But weare informed by the Scriptures themſelves, that 
we ought not barely to truſt to our own Underſtanding z 
ſomething more is required to underſtand them, i. e. A 
Meaſure of the ſame Spirit by which they were dictated ; 
which, if carefully attended to, will effectually preſerve 
us from taking up with any Signification of pretended Inſpi- 
ration proceeding from Blindneſs, Prejudice and Raſhneſs, 
which the dark carnal Mind muſt be cbntinually liable 
to. 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that he ſeems diſo- 
bliged that we refuſe to ſtudy a Text by humane and ra- 
tional Means : Not one Word of any ſupernatural Aid is 
expreſſed, nor is it indeed to be expected, according to 
our Opponent's Notions ; for, in his Note in pag. 52, he 
ſays, I ſuppole that immediate Revelation of Goſpel 
Truths ceaſed at the Cloſe of the Apoſtolick Age; 
< that is, upwards of 1600 Years ago.“ So that ac- 
cording to his Sentiments nothing is now to be learned, 
reſpecting the Knowledge and Worſhip of God, but by 
a ſtudious and rational Application to the holy Scrip- 
tures. This, we muſt make ſo free as to tell him, is no 
leſs than one Species of Deiſm. Dr, 
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Dr. Clarke enumerates four Sorts of Deiſts, but 018 of 
which, he ſays, is fit to be argued with; and I hope our 
Opponent is however of that Sort. | 

We ſhall therefore now exhibit to his View the Soul o 


Deiſm, and believe, if he give good Attention to it, he 


may therein find his own Portraiture. | : 

The more rational Part of Deifts do not deny 
the Scriptures in groſs, on the contrary, they aſſent to 
6 a great Part of *em ; and for the Hiſtorical and Doc- 
« trinal Parts, they aſſent to ſo much as pleaſes them, 
upon the ſame Evidence that they believe other Hiſto- 
ries, that is, upon Teſtimonies merely humane, and 
the Nature of Things, as they term it; but they deny 
that the Scriptures were written by divine Inſpiration 3 
* {o that all from firſt to laſt, with them, is to be tried 
by humane Reaſon, and no other Standard. And 
this is much the Caſe with thoſe who profeſs the Scrip- 
** tures to be given by the Inſpiration of God, and con- 
* ſequently the Matter of 'em to be Matter of divine 
* Revelation, but deny the Neceſſity of a divine Aſſi- 
* ſtance in the right Uſe of them, at leaſt as to any 
* Help which we can certainly know to be ſuch, For 
whatever the Scriptures were to thoſe who writ them, 
they are received and believed by thoſe upon a Bot- 
tom of humane Reaſon only, by their own Confeſſion ; 


and as it is with the profeſſed Deiſts, ſo it is with thele, 


* all centers in their own Underſtandings as Men; the 
only Difference is, the Deiſt, by the Ule of his Reaſon, 
* ſuch as it is, has found out Objections „ ſome 
** Parts of the Scriptures : Theſe, by the Ule of their 
** Reaſon, believe the Scriptures : But both ſtand on the 
* ſame Bottom.” ; 

There is an excellent Paſſage, and much to our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, in a Diſcourſe of the learned Dr. Cudworth 
on 1 Jobn ii. 3, 4. 3d Edit. pag. 40. © Ink and Paper, 

| H ‚ ſays 
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+ Some Confiderations relating to the preſent State of the Chriſtian Religron, 
Fart 3d. pag. 29. by Alexander Aricott, 
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« ſays he, can never make us Chriſtians, can never beget 
« new Nature, a living Principle within us, can never 
« form Chrift, or any true Notions in our Hearts. The 
«« Goſpel, that new Law which Chriſt deliver'd to the 
« World, is not meerly a Letter without us, but a 
ce quickning Spirit within us. Cold Theorems and Max. 
« ims, dry and jejune Diſputes, lean ſyllogiſtical Reaſon- 
« ings, could never yet of themſelves beget the leaſt 
« Glimpſe of true heavenly Light, the leaſt Sap of fa- 
« ving 2 * in any Heart. All this is but the 
C Groping of the poor dark Spirit of Man after Truth, 
cc to find it out with his own Endeavours, and ſeek it 
with his own benumm'd Hands; Words and Syllables, 
« which are but dead Things, cannot poſſibly convey 
cc the living Notions of heavenly Truths to us. The 
cc ſecret Myſteries of a divine Life, of a new Nature, 
« of Chriſt formed in our Heart ; they cannot be written 
ce or ſpoken, Language and Expreſſions cannot reach 
c them, neither can they be truly underſtood, except 
c« the Soul itſelf be kindled from within, and awaken'd 
cc jnto the Life of them. A Painter that would draw 
« a Roſe, though he may flouriſh ſome Likeneſs of it in 
<« Figure and Colour, yet he can never paint the Scent 
c and Fragrancy; or if he would draw a Flame, he 
cannot put conſtant Heat into his Colours; he can- 
cc not make his Pencil drop a Sound, as the Eccbo in the 


c 4nogram mocks of them, 
« Si vis ſimilem pingere, pinge Sonum. 


c All the Skill of cunning Artiſans and Mechanicks can- 
ce not put a Principle of Life into a Statue of their own 
% making; neither are we ahle to incloſe in Words and 
Letters the Life, Soul and Eſſence of any ſpiritual 
Fruths, and as it were to incorporate it in them. 
Pag. 52. * All the Books and Writings which we 
C converſe with, they can but repreſent ſpiritual Ob- 


« jects to our Underſtandings, which yet we can * 
| « ſes 
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c ſee in their own true Figure, Colour, and Proportion, 
cc until we have a divine Light within, to irradiate and 
5 ſhine upon them. Though there be never ſuch ex- 
« cellent FFruchs concerning Chriſt and his Goſpel ſet 
“ down in Words and Letters, yet they will be but un- 
« known Characters to us, until we have a living Spirit 
« within us that can decypher them; until the fame 
“Spirit, by ſecret Whiſpers in our Hearts, do com- 
« ment upon them, which did at firſt indite them. 
«© There be many who underſtand the Greet and He- 
« brew-of the Scripture, the original Languages in 
« which the Text was written, that never underſtood 
“the Language of the Spirit. There is a Caro and a 
4 Spiritus, a Fleſh and a Spirit, a Body and a Soul in all 
the Writings of the Scripture ; it is but the Fleſh and 
“the Body of divine Truths that is printed upon Paper, 
* which many Moths of Books and Libraries do only 
© feed upon; many walking Skeletons of Knowledge, 
« that bury and entomb Truths in the living Sepulchres 
cc of their Souls, do only converſe with ſuch as never 
« did any Thing elſe but pick at the meer Bark and 
& Rind of Truths, and crack the Shells of them. | 

«© But there is a Soul and a Fpiris of divine Truths that 
* could never yet be congealed into Ink, that could never 
te be blotted upon Paper, which by a ſecret Traduction 
e and Conveyance paſſeth from one Soul unto another, 
being able to dwell or lodge no whers but in a ſpiritual 
&« Being, in a living Thing, becauſe itſelf is nothing 
« elſe but Life and Spirit: Neither can it, where indeed 
« it is, expreſs it ſelf ſufficiently in Words and Sounds, 
& bur it will beſt declare and ſpeak it ſelf in Actions, 
as the old Manner of writing among the Ægyptians, 
% was not by Words, but Things. The Life of divine 
«© Truth is better expreſs'd in Actions than in Words; 
e becauſe Actions are more living Things than Words, 
„ Words are nothing but dead Reſemblances and Pic- 
« tures of thoſe Truths, which live and breathe in Ac- 
* tions. And the Kingdom of God (as the Apoſtle 
& ſp2aks) conliſts not in Wards, but in Life and Power,” 


( 52} 


In pag. 111, Our Opponent has the following remark- 
able Paſſage, „Since it appears that Water-Baptiſm 
<< was inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf for a perpetual Rite 
of diſcipling the World to the Holy Trinity ; or, in 
«© other Words, for making them Chriſtians, and ſealing 
over to them the Bleſſings and Privileges of the Gol- 
4 pe], we may ſafely conclude that. the Quakers are not 
«« true Chriſtians, and have not a Title to thoſe Bleſſings 
«« and Privileges, i. e. have not a Right to the Merits 
«« ot Chriſt's Mediation, nor conſequently. of Salvation 
« through * him,” 

We diſſent from him in what he doth thus dogmartical- 
ly aſſert; for in the foregoing Pages we preſume we have 
made it very evident, that our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt did not baptize with Water himſelf ; neither will 
that Commiſſion which he gave unto his immediate Dif- 
ciples bear any ſuch Conſtruction, as is likewiſe evident 
from the Context, and from comparing one Evangeliſt 
with another. | 

We conclude therefore, that Water-baptiſm is a legal 
Rite, not appertaining to the Goſpel Diſpenſation ; for, 
as we haye before ſaid, That did not fully commence till 
after the Sufferings, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of 

- Chriſt, and the giving of the Holy Ghoſt, But for fur- 
ther Satisfaction in this Point, we refer our Reader to 
Tofiab Faſters Treatiſe upon the Doctrine of Baptiſms, 
pag. 70, and 71, where he will meet with the Sentiments 
of ſeveral eminent Authors upon this Head, as Dr. Ham- 
mond, Archbiſhop Miliiams, Dr. Prideaux, Dean of 
Norwich, and others: 
Io proceed, How Water-bapti/m ſhould make Chriſ- 
tians, or ſea] over Goſpel Bleſſings and Privileges to 
any, we conteſs is a Myſtery to us; or why any, tor the 
Want thereof, - ſhould forfeit their Title to Chriſtianity, 
and be thereby made Aliens to the Commonwealth of 
Iſrael, and Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, we 
know not, . | I. 
ct 


— — — — — — 
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K. - Let us not forget the Caſe of “ Simon Magus; he was 
nas Ong obſerves, baptized, and yet was not waſhed 
te for Salvation; as it was not the Water, but the Blood 
in of Chriſt which waſhed away Sins in Baptiſm, ſo neither 
g were the Sins of any waſhed away thereby, but of thoſe 
1- Y who repented and believed. 
ot But for the better underſtanding of this grand Charge 
os againſt the Quakers, whom he ſo confidently aſſerts to be 
its out of Covenant with God, and conſequently incapable 
On of Salvation through Chriſt (unleſs they can obtain it 

independantly of God) becauſe they refuſe the Practice of 
* a legal Figure of that great Goſpel Work, Regeneration, 
ve waich is not to be wrought out any other Way than in 
us and through the Spirit of Truth: Let the Terms of the 
ill Goſpel Covenant be carefully conſidered, and from 
if. thence it will clearly appear who will be beſt entituled to 
nt the Favour of God through Chriſt, the Charger, or the 
it Charged, the Accuſer, or the Accuſed. * 

Thus Heb. viii. 10, 11. The Apoſtle ſays, This is the 
al Covenant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael after 
r, thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, Iwill put my Laus into their 
I Mind, and write them in their Hearts ; and I will be 10 
of them à God, and they ſhall be to me a People: And they 
r-W Jall not teach every Man his Neighbour, and every Man 
to his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for all ſball know 
8, me from the leaſt io the greateſt. Hence we oblerve, that 
ts the Law of the Holy Spirit is manifeited to the Mind, 
2 by the Inſhining or Indwelling of it, to all that believe 
of in its Appearances, for what is to be known of God is 

manifeſted within, in the Heart, and in the Soul; fa 
chat the Holy Spirit is both Inditer and Writer, and 
0 when the Spirit of Man co-operateth with the Holy Spi- 
ie rit, it is the Seal too. Epb. i. 13. After that ye believed, 
Y, ye were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. 2 Cor. i. 
fl 22: Ibo alſo hath ſealed, and given the Earneſt of the 
e Spirit in our Hearts. Eph. iv. 30. And grieve not the 

Hely Spirit of God whereby ye are ſealed unto the Day of 
t Redemption. | So 
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So that thoſe who believe in and obey the Spirit are 
in Covenant with God; but thoſe that do not believe 
in him have nothing to rely upon but the uncovenanted 
Mercies of God. 

&« It is, ſays an excellent T Writer, the Prerogative of 
* the Goſpel Oeconomy, that it is the Adminiſtration of 
« theSpirit ; and it is the Privilege of all ſincere Chri/- 
„ /ias, not in one only, but in every Age, to have 
* this Promiſe made good to them, that is, truly to 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, which becomes in them a living 
& Source, or Principle of Purity, and Healing, of Life 
« and Power, of Wiſdom and Counſel, of Joys and 
„ Conſolations, and, in a Word, of all divine and hea- 
«© wvenly Graces, which therefore are called in holy 
& Scripturethe Fruits of the Spirit.” 

Our Opponent in pag; 121, and 122, ſays, St. Peter 
« (1 Epiſtle iii. 21.) acquaints us, that the Baptiſm that 
no, urfder the Goſpel, ſaves, is not only the putting 
c away the Filth of the Fleſb, but the Auſwer of a good 
„ Conſcience towards God, that is, the bare putting away 
* the Filth of the Fleſh, which is the outward Effect of 
« Water-baptiſm, will not ſave Men of it felt.” 

He adds under this the following Note, „The Qua- 
fers from hence raiſe an Objection againſt Water- 
« baptiſm, which I am perſuaced the judicious Reader, 
* from my Gloſs on the Place, and the preceding Diſ- 
& courſe, will be fully enabled to anſwer.” 

If our Opponent be proud of the perverted Gloſs which 
he hath put upon a plain Text, we think it no Preſum 
tion to tell him, that he glories in his own Shame. We 
obſerve however, in the firſt Place, that he hath added 
the Word only, which evidently hath no Buſineſs there ; 
and in the zext Place, he hath curtail'd what would ex- 
plajn the Matter; for the Text runs thus, The Baptiſm 
that now ſaves, is not the putting away the Filth 2 — 
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ſh, but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God by 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, . 

It is plain therefore that in the Text 1 Water 
is neither mentioned nor implied; and the parallel Text 
ſtill more fully clears up the Point. Tit. iii. 5. He hath 
ſaved us by the Waſhing of Regeneration, and the Renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Mark, it is not ſaid, by the giving of 
the Holy Ghoſt, but the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

This in our humble Opinion 5 very properly a- 
dapted to the Work of ſpiritual Regeneration; for, if we 
conſider that the Spirit of a Man is in holy Writ ſaid to 
be the Candle of the Lord, and that the Candle of the 
Wicked is often put out, or that the Spirits or Minds of 
Men are often darkned by Sin and Iniquity, and that if 
it were not for the Rene wings of the Holy Ghoſt, Light 
and Life from him, we could have no Fellowſhip with 
God; it will plainly appear what frequent Neceſſity we 
have for the renewed Viſits of the divine Love and Spi- 
rit to enable us to maintain our Diſcipleſhip and Acquain- 
tance with him. 

In pag. 123. Our Opponent tells us, that „ Ile is not a 
« Chriſtian, who is one only outwardly, neither is that 
« Baptiſm, which is only outward in the Fleſh ; but he is 
« ag Chriſtian, who is one inwardly, as well as outwardly ; 
ce and the true ſaving Baptiſm is principally the moral 
« Sanctification of the Heart, a being waſh'd from the 
« Pollutions of Sin, &c. : 

Thus he winds and turns as well as he can, but the 
Truth is, he has very little Room to turn himſelf in; 


for, either the Goſpel Diſpenſation is freed from the 


Types and Figures of the legal Diſpenſation, or ig is 
not. We preſume that as Chriſt came to tulfil the Law, 
that he effectually did ſo, and ſtill continues fo to do, by 
Virtue of his Holy Spirit, to all and in all that ſtedfaſtly 
believe therein, and co-operate therewith, And now at 
length we have our Opponent making a tull Conceſſion of 
what we plead for; for he ons that “ The moral Sanc- 

* tification 
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« tification of the Heart, a being waſhed from the Pol- 
4 Jutions of Sin, is principally the true ſaving Baptiſm.” 

So that now he has got Faith in the Sanctifying O- 
peration” of the Holy Spirit. A ſudden Change this 
indeed | 

Now, being baptized into the Name is, by plain and 
neceſſary Conſequence, granted to mean a being bap- 
tized into the Spirit and Power of Jeſus; yea, with 
and by the Spirit and Power of Jeſus. 

So that all that he hath done means no more than 
this, that he would have the World to know that he has an 
excellent Talent of multiplying Words to very little Purpoſe. 


Before we conclude this Part, we ſhall juſt obſerve to 
him, that we have not omitted any Thing that we appre- 
hend material, and hope it will plainly appear that we 
have done him Juſtice in every Reſpect, always remem- 
bring, That clear and round Dealing is the Honour of Man's 

ature. 1 ; 


True 


m —_— 1 1 2 _ 


„ A a A @ "HOT 


. 


( 


* — a — 1 


1 1 {6 ” # Y 
118. * * — — — 
* - 


— — 


True Siritual Baptiſm, 
nb 19 unser o R N | 0 


Evangelical Diſcipleſhip aſſerted, 


— * : . 6 * 
* - * 7 7 * - * 
% 0 g : a * 8 0 ' ö | £ - ; 
| , ; #4 , * ” , f 4 
9 & Þ 6 = - " 
g 1 : * 
: - 4 : £ A R d 7 6 II. 1 } * 
SG AS 4 > dt #4 1 4 © 4 # * 4 +» * " 
* - 
2 5 1 , 2 


. - 
# — 3 — 4 4 TY - - Lee 1 2 
1 7 _— 


6 — — — —— 


— —— ** 
— 4 
1 2 x / > ? 213 7 7 

#4 7 9 7 C73 $18) #7 v4 


7E have now gone through the latter Diſcourſe; 
which, if Order had been kept to, ſhould 
V have been the former; ſeeing that John was 
the Forerunner of Chriſt, whoſe Baptiim with Water 
was figurative; but the Baptiſm of Chriſt, as John bears 
Teſtimony, was- to be with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, or 
with the Holy Ghoſt operating like Fire, with reſpect to 
the cleanſing and purifying of the Soul from fleſhly Luſts 
and Appetites, which we humbly conceive it is not in 
the power of Elementary Water to begin, carry on, or 
perfect, viz. the great Work of Regeneration. 
In pag. 4. our Opponent ſays, that the Text Mat. 
* xxviii. 19. which hath been judged by the whole 
“ Chriſtian Church, for ſeventeen Hundred Years, to 
Ide the ſtrongeſt Argument for a literal Baptiſm, they 
“have ſo wonderfully interpreted, as to make it ſup- 
** port their f gurative or ſpiritual one.? | 
But he ſubjoins the following Note, I muſt except a 
% few nominal Chriſtians in. the primitive Times, as 
well as ſome of later Ages, which the Quaters them- 
& ſelves, when they know their other Errors, will not 
& ſtick to brand with the Name of Hereticts.“? 1 
8 1 Now 
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Now for our better underſtanding the Text Matth. 
xxviii. 19. it is undeniably evident, that the Context 
ought to be read along with the Text, that we may ob- 

tain a true Idea of what our bleſſed Lord intended : It 
muſt therefore be exhibited to the Reader's View thus, 
Mat. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. All Power is given to me in 
Heaven and in Earth. Go ye therefore and teach (or diſ- 
ciple) al Nations, baptizing them in (in the Original, into) 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt : Teaching them. to obſerve all Things whatſoever 1 
have commanded you: And lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the End of the World. | 

As theſe Words, made uſe of by our bleſſed Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt upon this Occaſion, (who had juſt fulfilled 
the Law) are contracted into a narrow Compaſs, we 
humbly conceive, that by a due Attention to what was 
ſpoke to them, it will not be hard to underſtand what 
EY and what Sort of Diſciples they were to 
make. 

In the firſt place, we obferve that Chriſt was inveſted 
witha very great Power. All Power both in Heaven 
and in Earth was given unto him. This is the An- 
tecedent. Go ye therefore (in a meaſure of that Pawer 
which ye ſhall receive at the Day of Pentecoſt) and teach 
(or _—_— ) all Nations, baptizing (or dipping) them into 
the Name (or Power ) of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt. And then he promiſes to be with 
them (ot in Perſon, but in Spirit and Power) to the End 
of the Warld. 5 

So that from firſt to laſt it is Divine Power ſtill that all 
Chriſtians are to be diſcipled into; as we have it in the 
Margin, make Difciples or Chriſtians of all Nations; which 
we preſume could not then, nor can now, be effected by 
any thing leſs than by the Name, or Power, of Jeſus, 
which they were to receive. 

The learned Dell, in his Doctrine of Baptiſms, hath the 
following Obſervations upon the Text we are now con- 
ſidering: Note, ſays he, that he faith not here, * 
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4 the Name, but into the Name of the Father, e. And 


ce by tbe Name of God, is meant the Power and Virtue of 
« God, or God ' himſelf; as Mark xvi. Chriſt faith, In 
& my Name they ſpall caſt out Devils; that is, in my 
& Power and Virtue; ſo that the Senſe lies thus, Teach 
« the Nations, and baptize them into the Name, &c. that 
6“ is, by your Miniſtry, which ſhall be of the Spirit, and 
* not of the Letter, you ſhall bapiize them, or dip 
& them, or intereſt them into the Name of God, Ac.“ 

«« This Commiſſion, ſays Dr. Sykes in his Anſwer 10 
& Dy, Rogers, pag. 128. was given by Chriſt to the 
Eleven, and they baptized all ſuch as became Con- 
« verts to Chriſtianity z and their Succeſſors were to do 
*« the ſame. But then as every Man, that ſhould do 
* this Office, would be properly a Succeſſor to the Apo- 
c ſtles in that particular, ſo the Promiſe of Chriſt's 
& Preſence with him would be punctually made good. 
«« For as the Converſion to Jeſus Chriſt, and believing 
& in him, would be effected by ſuch Teaching, and every 
& good Gift deſcendeth from above, ſo here would be Evi- 
“ dence of this; and conſequently Evidence of the Pro- 
* miſe of Chriſt in ſuch caſe,” 

This learned and judicious Author, in our Opinion, 
doth admirably well account for the Nature of that Com- 
miſſion given by Chrift to his Diſciples and their Suc- 
ceſlors ; they baptized all ſuch as became Converts to 


Chriſtianity by virtue of that Spirit and Power they 


taught in; and the Effect of that Teaching was, to them 
that believed, Conviction by, and Converſion to, and 
into, the Spirit and Power of Jeſus, which is the only ne- 
ceſſary Baptiſm; ſeeing that Baptiſm was preſcribed by 
Chriſt to his Diſciples, and nothing ought to be added 
by Man which was not preſcribed by Chriſt. 

Thus Teaching and Preaching by the Spirit may be 
here well underſtood to be the inſtrumental Means of 
baptizing, or dipping, into the Name or Power ; and 
ſuch Baprizing che bleſſed Effect of ſuch Teaching. 
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It is one Thing to be convinced by the Spirit or Power 
and a farther Attainment to be converted and turned to it, 
ſo as to be led and guided by it. | 4 ©» 

T us ir is evident, that * and Converſs on cans 
not be ſeparated in compleat and ſaving Baptiſm. Hence 
alſo it is evident from the Power they received, and the 
Manner in which Chriſt promiſed to be with them, (not 
in Perſon, but in Spirit and Power) that they were to 
make Diſciples agreeable to his Appearance (inviſibly) in 
Spirit and Power; and the parallel Text, Mark xvi. 16, 
correſponds hereto, He that believeth, and is baptized, 
fall be ſaved, i. e. Ne that believerh in the inward and 
ſpiritual Appearance of Chriſt, and is baptized, or dip- 
ped, into the Power thereof, ſhall by that Power be 
ſaved. But he that beliveth nat, ſhall be damned; or, he 
that believeth nor in Chriſt's inward and ſpiritual Aps 
pearance in the Soul, hath nothing to depend upon, as 
our Opponent elſewhere expreſſos it, but the wncovenaulad 
Mercies of G06. 

Such (tho* th-y may be Chriſtians by Profeſſion, yet) 
do too much reſemble the Fews in Practice, and ſeem 
no leſs guiity of perſ-cuting and crucify ing Chriſt in 
Spirit, than the Jews were of crucif ing him in the Body, 

Our Opponent ſeems to lay great Streſs upon the Word 
Baptize, as if Water was thereby to be literally under- 
ſtood; which we can by no means allow. 

It is true, that to baplize ſignifies to dip, and what 
into is there plainly expreſſed ; not into Mater, but into 
the Name or Power, &c. as the Context, the Margin, 
and parallel Text plainly evincc. And though great 
Numbers have thought fit to advance the contrary, "that 
doth not decide. the. Point; for it is hard in all Caſes, 
mojt eſpecially in Religion, when Voices go by Number, and 
not Weight. 

Leigh, in his Annotations upon this Text, thus deſcants 

upon the Expreſſion Baplige, That is, drown you all 
over, dip you into the Ocean of his Grace, oppoſite 

to the & prinkling whi ch was in the Law,” Fe 
d 
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And Dr. Gell, in his Remains, obſerves that the 
Chaldee Word which our Lord uſed H. ſignifies to 
dip as Meat in Sauce. So that to haptize, laith he, is 10 
ſeaſon the Soul with the Doctrine f the, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, Vol. 2. pag. 3414. ; 229103 
For any therefore to be deemed meerly nominal. Chri- 
ſtians, nay Hereticks, becauſe they cannot believe, - that 
by the Phraſe Baptize in Mat, xxviii. 19. is meant Maier 
baptiſm, we think is very ſevere, and utterly inconſiſtent 
with that Charity which is ſtrongly enjoined by the Goſpel, 
and abſolutely neceſſary to our Acceptance with God. 

Let the Reader judge who are the trueſt Chriſtians, 
they that abound in Charity, or they that have none. 

For our Opponent's fuller Satisfaction we ſhall add one 
ſhort Paragraph from J. Beſſe's excellent & Anſwer to 
Patrick Smith, But the proper Goſpel Senſe of Bap- 
« tiſm, ſays he, is the waſhing or purifying of the Heart, 
& the purging of the' Conſcience from dead Works ; whereas 


e baptizing with Water was figurative, and ſhadowy, 


being as other external and temporary Ordinances, 
but as it were a facile Repreſentation + of that inward 
<« and ſpiritual Cleanſing of the Soul from the Filth and 
«« Defilement of Sin, which the Power and Spirit of 
“ Chriſt can only effect.“ | ; 
But as we write for our Reader's better Information, we 
look upon it as our Duty to be yet more plain, and there- 
fore ſhall produce another Paragraph from the forego- 
ing Author, which we preſume. will make the Matter 
very intelligible. Go, faith our Lord, and teach ali 
* 5 — Mat. xxviii., 19. The imperative Force of 
the Expreſſion lies on the Words, Go, teach all Nations ; 
© what follows, viz. Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Fatber, and of . the Son, and of ihe Holy Ghoſt, is not 
ce expreſly preceptive or commanding, but conlequenti- 
<* ally, as what would follow their, Preac hing 
Our Opponent in pag. 7, 8, ſays, That Chriſt did 
never adminiſter this Baptiſm (i. e. ilh tbe, Holy Ghoſt) 
. CE ' .* x6 quran 
Ke A Defenſe of Quakeriſm, in Anſwer to P. Smith's Preſervative, Ke 
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«« during his bodily Reſidence on Earth. For St. Foby 
«© Chap. vii. 37, 38. having related that Jeſus in the laſt 
„ Day, that great Day of the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
«« ſtood up and cried. ſaying, F any Man thirſt, 
« let bim come unto me and drink ; be that believeth on me, 
« as the Scripture ſaith, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of 
cc living Water, tells us in the following Verſe, this Jeſus 
„ ſake of the Spirit, which they that believed on him 
«+ ſhould receive; for, ſays he, the Holy Ghoſt was not 
cc yet given, becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified. The 
Giving of the Holy Ghoſt, mentioned by the Evan- 
& gelift, is unqueſtionably what the Baptiſt meant by 
« Baptiſm with the Holy Gbaſt; and from hence it evi- 
« dently appears, that hither/o that Baptiſm with the 
„Holy Ghoſt was not conferred.” 

It muſt now be diſcuſſed, at hat Time this Baptiſm 
was adminiſired ? Whether any were diſcipled, baptized 
or dipped into the Power of the Holy Spirit before the 
Day of Pentecoſt or not? | 

The Objection againſt it is chiefly raiſed from John 

vii. 38, 39. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture ſaith, 
out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water, This 
ſpake be of the Spirit, which they that believed on bim ſhould 
receive; for the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe that 
Feſus was not yet glorified. 
What is chiefly meant by tbe Holy Ghoſt not being yet 
given, we preſume, is the plentiful Effuſion of the Holy 
Spirit at the Day of Pentecoft, and to all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, upon as many as ſhould believe therein; that 
being to the Church inſtead of Chriſt, 

It doth . argue a very great Poverty of Judg- 
ment, or worſe, to make no Diſtinction betwixt 4 
little and much ; but we are very willing to give our Op- 
ponent all the Satisfaction we can, and chiefly from other 
1 becauſe we are not ignorant that ours are 
not eſteem'd by him, though ever ſo orthodox. 

Leigh, in his Aunotations on the New Teſtament, thus 
explains this Expreſſion, The Holy Ghoft was not yet 9 
CS. 80, Plat 
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& That is, in compariſon; he was given before, but ſo 
« ſparingly, as in reſpect of this Pouring out, he mighr 
« ſeem not to be given at all.“ 

And to the very ſame purpoſe we have both Beza and 
the Dutch Annotations, approved of at the Synod of 
Dort, which we take to be very ſufficient upon this Point, 
for out of the Mouths of two or three Witneſſes the Mat- 
ter ſhall be eſtabliſhed. | 

And that Jeſus in that viſible Body baptized or diſci- 
pled with the Holy Ghoſt is evident beyond diſpute, Job 
i. 33. The ſame is be, ſaith John, that baptizeth with the 
Holy Ghoſt. And agreeable bereynto is the parallel Text 
Mat. iii. 11. And if we do well conſider the remaining 
Part of that Chapter John i. we ſhall find that Andrew, 
Simon, Philip and Nathaniel, were all convinced and con- 
verted by the Spirit and Power of Jeſus in that viſible 
Body; for they confeſſed him to be the Meſias, and be- 
came his Diſciples: Which plainly argues that they were 
dipped into the Spirit and Power of him by whom they 
were thus diſcipled. 

As to the rue Chriſtian Church, in our humble Opinion, 
our Opponent doth not know it; nay, how is it poſſible 
that he ſhould ? Seeing that in his Opinion immediate 
Revelation ceaſed upwards of 1600 Years ago, —See 


52. 

Pear the holy Scriptures are full and plain, that None 
knows the Fatber but the Son, and he to whom the Son will 
reveal * him. | 

So that whoever think fit to fay -that Revelation is 
ceaſed, do conſequently ſay that the true and faving 
Knowledge of God is ceaſed ; for none can ſay that Jeſus 
is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt : Therefore, they 
that deny the Holy Ghoſt, or Holy Spirit, it is very 
evident that they do not know the Lord Jeſus: And it 
they do not know. the Lord Jeſus, who is Head of the 
Church, How ſhould ſuch know the true Chriſtian 
= --4 "i Or how is it poſſible they ſhould be Members 
of it 


2 Mat, xi, x | But 
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But ta charge our Opponent, or any other of his Opi- 
nion, with Hereſy, or Schi/m, becauſe they do not believe 
as others believe, were altogether unreaſonable; for no 
Man can be fiid to be guilty of Schiſm (i. e. making a 
Rent or Diviſion) from the true Church, who was never a 
Member thereof; and it is but begging the Queſtion fut 
any Body to aſſert, without the proper Proof and Fruits 
of the true Church, heirs to be ſuch; and a Heretict, as 
the Apoſt le defines him, is ſuch an one thi 6 15 ſubvert 
and ſelf condemned, Titus iii. 10. 11. 

So that we think, except a Man had firſt odcelved the 
true Knowledge ot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and had been 
dipped or -baprized into his Power, and was. . thereby 
initiated a Member of the true Church, and became 4 
real Diſciple of Chriſt, being baptized by the \one Spirit 
into ibe one Body, i. e. the Church, 1 Cor. - xii. 13. and 
after that had revolted from Chriſt, and denied him and 
his Church, he may then, and not ill chen, _ properly 
denominated either Schi/matick or Heretick. | 

For, ſuppoſe any Man in the Search. of Truth, and 10 
ſatisfy ſome Seruples of Conſcience, goes from one So- 
ciety to another, and joins himſelt with this or that So» 
ciety, and after ſome Time ſees Cauſe to [ſeparate from 
this or that Society; it cannot with any Propriety be 
called any other than a Separation therefrom; for it 
is impoſſible that any ſhould; rend or divide cen What 
they never were united to, or deny that. Knowledge they 
never had. * 

„ *Tis, fays Dr. Sykes in his for to Dr. Nes 


pag. 147, 148. © a melancholy Conſideration that Men 


& ſhoizld ſelect out, and pretend - a Right to ſelect out, 


c ſuch a particular Set of Notions, and explain them in 


their Ways, and then pronounce all: Men Herteicks 
% who cannot come into their Interpretations. They 
e firſt add to the Word of God, what they in their 
© Conſcience think the Scripture (by Conſequence) plainly 
requires io be believed, i. e. they preach: often quite 
« another Goſpel than that which Chriſt and the 

| | « Apoſtles 
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xe Apoſties pfeached, and then throw off the Aalen 
<< F*om rhemfelves upon thoſe who would adhere to the 


& Goſpel of Chriſt. .. But where is it in Scripture. that 
« Herely ſignifies a F contrary to that taught by the 
Church? Let a Papiſt ſay fo; and he talks conliſtent- 
& }y, becauſe his ſuppoſed Infallibzlity ſecures him from 
& erring from the Scriptures, and his Church from teach- 
e ing any Doctrines contrary to the Doctrines taught in 
„the facred Writings. But for a Proteſtant to call that 
% Hereſy, which is contrary to the Doctrines 5 by 
& the Church; is in Conſequence to call all our Refor- 
* mers Hereticks, and to charge the Church of England 

« with Hereſj for dividing from the Church of Rome.” 
But it is much more eaſy to give Names than to know 
the true Meaning of them; however, as the Apoſtle 
Paul ſaid to ſome in his Day, ſo ſay we to our Oppo- 
nent, After the Way that he calls Hereſy, ſo worſhip te the 
God of our Fathers, believing all that is contained in the 
Law and the Prophets, yea, and the Goſpel too; which 
every one we hope will find who thinks fit to aſk us a 
Reaſon of ihe Fauth or Hope that is in us. 1 
In pag. 12. Our Opponent ſays, „That the Holy 
« Ghoſt is in Scripture ſaid to confer two very different 
« Sort of Gifts ; the one abſolutely neceſſary towards 
« the Salvation of Chriſtians : And the Gifts of this Sort, 
& are called the ordinary, univerſal, ſanttifying, ſaving 
« Graces, or Operations of the Spirit. The other Sort 
« of ſpiritual Gifts were thoſe that the Holy Ghoſt be- 
% ftowed' an the Apoſtles, and the Generality of Be- 
« lievers in the Apoſtolick Age, purely on the Account 
&« of proving the Truth of the Chri/tzan Religion, pro- 
ec pagating it the faſter and more effectually in the 
& World. Such were the Faculty of {peaking ſoreign 
“ Languages inſtantaneouſly, immediate Inſpiration, Praphe- 
ce cy, Miracles, and the Like. And theſe are diſtin- 
« puiſhed by the Name of extraordinary, miraculous, or 
« peculiar Gifts of the Spirit: And theſe Gifts were 
never neceſſary to ſanctify Men's Hearts, and reform 
K « their 
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& their Manners ; nay, a Man might be very wicked 
c at the Time he was in the actual Poſſeſſion and Ex. 
<« erciſe of them.” : „ 
The Boldneſs and Forwardneſs of ſome People are 
not eaſy to be accounted for; we urge our Opponent 
to make it appear, if he can, that the Terms Extra. 
ordinary and Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit are ſo much 
as once mentioned in the holy Scriptures. But if no ſug 
Terms be there to be found, may it not with Juſtice 
be faid, hat it is an lich tio be wiſe above what i 
written. | 8 of 
It ſeems much more intelligible, and more agreeable, 
even to Reaſon and the Nature of things, to be exprel- 
ſed by a Jeſs or a greater Meaſure of the holy Spirit, 
None could call Jeſus Lord, but by the holy Ghoſt; 
nor could any work Miracles in the Day of Christ“ 
| Incarnation, but by the Power of the holy Ghoſt ;, fo 
that the Diſciples of Chriſt were ſuch by the Power and 
Virtue of the holy Ghoſt. For, had they not been bap- 
tized, or dipped, into the Power of the holy Spirit, or 
holy Ghoſt, we have Reaſon to believe that they would 
uot have forſaken all, and followed him. | 
So that it all centers in this, the Diſciples of Chriſt 
were all baptized (in Meaſure) into the Spirit. and 
Power of Chriſt before the Day of Pextecoſt, or elſe. they 
were mere nominal Chriſtians ; which we preſume none 
will dare to ſay. gr e 
Now for the plentiful Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at 
the Day of Pentecoſt, it cannot, nor need it, be deny“ 
that there were Diverſities of Gifts, and Diverſities of 
Operations, but all from one and the ſame Spirit; un- 
doubtedly, to convince Mankind of the great Power ol 
God, and by which, if they would but ſtedfaſtly believe 
therein, and faithfully co-operate therewith, they ſhould 
be made experimental Witneſſes of the purifying, ſancti- 
fying, and ſaving Operation of the holy Spirit. 
As it appears to us to be againſt all manner of Rea- 
ſon and Revelation too, to limit the Baptiſm WEL 
xy Holy 


6679 
Holy Ghoſt to the Day of Pentecoſt, and the Apoſtolick 
Age: Can it with any, the leaſt Colour of, Reaſon, be 
ſo much as ſuppoſed, that in any Age of the World it 
ſhould pleaſe infinite Wiſdom to manifeſt his Power 
without a Deſign to have that Power believed in, and 
perated with for the Salvation of the Soul ? 
Nor do the holy Scriptures give Teſtimony that any 
ery a wicked Perſon received any of thoſe Gifts at 
the Day of Penteceſt, notwithſtanding our Opponent would 


inſinuate a might, be in the Caſe, which amounts to no 
Proof at all. c 
We may remember that Simon Magus attempted to 
putchaſe the! Gift of the Holy Ghoſt with Maney, but 
the Apoſtle anſwered him roundly, and told him plainly, 
without* mineing it, That be bad neither Part nor Lot in 
7 —4 becunſe Bis Heart was not right in Ide Sigbt 
od.. rn 7 3 e WI. O73 * 
So that it is the Diſpoſition of the Heart God looks at, 
as f Samuel xvi 7, and though we believe the Favour 
of God is freely beſtowed upon all Mankind, not through 
any Merit of theirs, yet thoſe whoſe Hearts are right be- 
fore him, have received peculiar Favours from Him, as 
in the Inftance above, and in the Caſe of Cornelius, Act; 
. ,et we are fully perſuaded that none but fincere 
Bdlievers in Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, (and not wicked 
Men as our Adverſary would ſuggeſt) did either receive 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, or work any Mirrcles by 
it, either in the Days of Chriſt's Fleſh, or after the Day 
of Peniecoſt. Kia as vi b3 
We ſuppoſe our Opponent doth not conſider, that at 
the Riſe or Beginning of every Diſpenſation, ſomething 
peculiar occurred, in order that it might be made ma- 
nifeſt to the World that no leſs than infinite Wiſdom 
and Power was the Author of it. e 
The Writer of an Account of the Beginnings and Ad- 
vances of a ſpiritual Life, at the End of The Life of God 
in the Soul of Man, has the following excellent Para- 
Nn 1.9350 K 2 | 10 graph 
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graph in pag. 105, in relation to the Operations of the 
Spirit of God. 1} | s 

And indeed it is the formal Character of the New 
«« Diſpenſation, by which it is diſtinguiſhed from that 
<< of Meſes: That in it we ſhall. have a new: Heart and a, 
«© new Spirit put within us, that God's Law ſhall not on- 
ly be given us on Tables of Stone, or any outward 
66 Tis like thoſe 3, but ſhall be inwardly engraven on 
« our Hearts, that we ſhall be taught of God, a at 
his Spirit ſhall be poured-qut, on all Fleſho———T is 
is moſt irreligiouſly reſtrained to the extraordinary 
« Eflufon of the Holy Ghoſt. on. the Day o \Penteroſt ; 
or to the other miraculous, Gifts of the Spirit in thoſe. 
«« Beginnings of Chriſtianity,;. This is clearly contrary 
„both to the Promiſes of the Old; Teſtament, and the, 


«+ whole Current of the New, and to nothing more than 


<« to our Saviour's divine Prayer, wherein he expreſſes, 
that he was not interceding for his Difciples only, 
but for all that ſhuuld believe on his Name. through. 
their Word; ſo that all theſe, ſublime Effects of. 

divine Spirit, of being one in God, that Chriſt might 
„be. in them, and that the Love wherewith the Father 
<< loved the Son might be in them, are, there prayed for 
„ in Behalf of all Believers; and certainly granted 
„them, if that bleſſed Interceſſion be not made void 
« and of no Efe: 1t 
In pag 1g. Our Opponent ſays. {f jBapliſm with the 
% Holy; Ghoſt be taken to mean the commoy /aving Gifts 
<« of the Spirit, it evidently follows, Chriſt had not 
% one true Diſciple upon Earth, not, one... that. Was 
«< ſanctified, and in a State of Salvation, till the Pen- 
r. zecaſt after his Alcenſion; which is a Doctrine ſo 
« ſhocking: and repugnant to plain Acconnts of Scrip- 
ic ture, that it ought never to be admitted for true, 


It muſt be owned, indeed, that theſe ordinary /antii- 


« ſying Gifts of the Spirit may with, propriety enough 
«< be ſtyled Baptiſm with: the Holy Gboſt, it we pleaſe: 
& Thus our holy Church-hath taken the Liberty 2 call 
OTE ÜlNtr! 7  «c 
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—— 3 „ many 3 Fathers and Diviney 
2 nd all Communions; but ſtill J inſiſt, that the ordt · 
nary Gifts of the Spirit are never once ſtyled in Scrip- 

.* ture, Baptiſm with the Hy Gluſt, and are never there 
8 deſigried to ſignify that Baptiſm which Chriſt never ad- 
&£; miniſtred to any of his Diſciples till after his AG 
it cenſion into Heaven.” xi (no 

We have here a large Conceſſion, though attend with 
a great deal of Aſſurance; It muſt be-owned; indeed, 
& ſays o. t, that with propriety enough! the 
« /anTifying Gifts of the Spirit, which be calls 
may be termed Baptiſm with" the Hoty Ghoſt if he: and 
& his Adherents pleaſe? _ 

There, it ſeems, lies the Point; it muſt benccdrding 
to their Will and Pleaſure ; But pray, how can this be? 
We are as ignorant about it as Micodemus was about / being 
born again. Shall we ſuppoſe that Prapriaꝝ or the Nal 
tore of Things, which is founded in Truth, is at the 
Beck and Bend 'of a mere wrt Diſpoſition : Surel 
no. But ſuch Attempts plainl . that: ſome ſtick 
at nothing to ſerve a Turn : the: Church, the * 
thers, and Divines of different Communions; to 
che ſanctifying Gifts or Operations of = "ii pin, tit, & 
Meaſure or Maniſeſtalion whereof 1s e:the wits 2 
profit withal, do properly ſignify 7 | with 17h Holy 
Gboſt, is is allowing no more tham they oughit ; and there- 
fore we, in our turn, do inſiſt upon it, that the puriſyi 
Operation of the holy Spirit was, in the Days of Chriſt's 
viſible Appearance, Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as after his Suffering, Reſurrection, and Aſcetifion'; and 
that Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt' was adminiſtred in Der 
Sen before Chriſt's Sufferin ng as well as after. 


And further. that the plentiful Effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt at the Day of Pentecoſt was not barely to enable 
them to work Miracles, and16 to aftoniſh and amaze the 
Beholders only, but thereby to gain their Attention, in 
order for Conviction by the divine Power ſo wonderfully 
manifeſted | in | reQitying the Diſorders of the Body; and 
| that 


(7 


that tkey might be the more readily induced to believe 
that the fame: Power was able to regulate all the Diſor - 
ders of the Mind ; the thin chiefly” aimed at; "as the ſa». 
cred !Scriptures do abundantly: teſtify. . % , 

Wi' urge our Opponent to uf us, F 2 . the 
Difference dies (ſave in the Degrees of Power and Opera- 
tion) betwixt thoſe Miracles which the "Apoſtles and” 
Diſciples ' of Chriſt wrought whilſt Chriſt was in the 
Fleſh, and thoſe Miracles which they wrought after the 
plentitul Effuſion of the oy Ghoſt uns the Day of 
Fenteroſt. Neg 9 

Ita cannot, we: priſains) be denied, wha! it was by a 
divine ſupernatural Power, the Power of the holy Spi- 
rit, that they were wrought; and if ſo, that both were 
performed by the Virtue and Power of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
they were in both r „ baptized: or dipped: into os 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt: - 

But that we hay do the: utmoſt Juſtice 20 the Subj 
we are upon, let us conſult the ſacred Records; and it 
is but right that we take Cognizance of the Prophets 
firſt, ſeeing that it pleaſed God to make his Mind and 
Will known to them, reſpecting the unmerited Favour 
he intended Mankind, in order for their Redemption 
and Salvation; which could not then, nor can now 'be 
obtained but by a divine ſupernatural Aid, which infi- 
nite Wiſdom hath never been wanting to furniſh Man- 
kind with in every Age of the World. 

The Prophets, by divine Inſpiration, hk Revelation 
foreſaw and foretold the Coming of Chriſt, and what his 
Office ſhould be; and the Apoſtles of Chriſt bear am- 
ple Teſtimony to what the Prophets did foretel; ſo that 
if we believe the ſacred Records, we need not be at a 
Loſs about what we are to believe and receive, and what 
to reject. (I: 
Iſaiah iv. 4. When the Tord Gall hewl twaſbed a away 5 the 
Filth of the Dau gbters of Zion, and ſhall have — the 
Blood f Jeruſalem from the midſt e ” 12 ar nt of 
Judgment, and by the Spirit of * 4 

"Malachi 
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| Milachi ili. 2, 3. But who may abide ibe Day of bis 
coming Aud who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ?. For: he 
is like a Reſiner's Fire, and like Fuller's Sope, and be Gall 
fit as a Keſiner, and © Purifier" of Silver and be ſhall 
_puriſy the Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Sil- 
ver, that they may offer. unto tbe Lord an Offering in 
- Righteouſneſs, - 
John i. 3 3. The ue is be which baptizath with tbe 
_ Holy Ghoſt: 
| Matthew iii. 11, 12. He gal! baptize you with the 
Holy Gboft, and with Fire; -whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and 
be will throughly purge bis Floor, and gather | his I beat 
into the Garner; has he will. burn up ih Chaf with un- 
queuchable Fire. 
Acts v. 32. We are his Witneſſes of theſe things ; and 
-ſo is alſo the Thy 8 n God hath given 10 them bat 
obey him. _ 

Acts xv. 8. And Cad, ** hnewdedh; the Hearts, 
bare them Witneſs, giving them the Holy Ghoſt, even as be 
did unto us: And put no difference — us and them, pu- 
. rifying their Hearts by Fab. 

And the parallel Text, 43s x. 43. To. him give all 
tbe Prophets Witneſs, that through bis Name (or Power) 
whoſoever helieveth in him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. 
_ Hence it is evident, beyond Diſpute, . what the Bap- 
tiſm with the Holy Ghoſt both was and is; the Office or 
Operation of the holy Spirit being ' pre-figured by a 
. Refiner's Fire, and a Fuller's Sope, on the one Part; and 
the Co-operation of the Sæul of Man with the holy Spi- 
* by Faith in and Obedience to lin, og the other 
art, 
Ad it is abſolutely neceſſary that they both operate 
conjunctly for the Renovation and Salvatjon of the Soul; 
and we queſtion not but his Aſſiſtance was, is now, and 
will be the common Privilege ot all true Believers from 
one Generation to another to the End of Time. 
It is alſo evident, that whoever were. then, or indeed 
are now, baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 'or dipped * 
[4 
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the holy Spirit, did then, and now do, believe in and 
obey the holy Spirit by co-operating therewith in what 
it manifeſts to be requited ; but whoever therefore did 
not, or do not, believe in the Holy Ghoſt; nor obey it, 


and conſequently were not baptized with it, nor dipped . 


into the Power thereof; had no fuch Benefits by it. 

Nor can any in our Days reap thoſe great Advantages 
by and from the Suffering, Death, Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and the giving of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who do not fincerely believe in the Spirit of Truth, 
which was promiſed to be given not only to the Diſci- 
ples, but to all that ſhould believe in his inward and ſpi- 
ritual Appearance, to the End of the World. 

But to return a little before we quite diſmiſs this Head, 


we have endeavoured to prove, and hope to the Satisfac- 


tion of - the unprejudiced, that the Baptiſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt doth mean the common /aving Gift of the Spi- 
rit, which is the Privilege of every true Believer, and 
hath been our Doctrine from the Beginning; and not 
that thoſe different Gifts (though proceeding from that 
one Spirit) mentioned Dy the Apoſtle, of Tongues, In- 
terpretation thereof, healing the Sick, or Power of Mi- 
racles, are now abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation of 
Chriſtians 3 though our Adverſary all along endeavours 
to mix them ſo in his Argument as to confound his Rea- 
der, as well as our Doctrine, if he could. Nor can 
we ſee any juſt Cauſe for his Inference, which he pre- 
tends; though falſly, to draw from our Doctrine, when 
in — 15, he ſays. If Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 
ce be taken to mean the common ſaving Gifts of the Spi- 
cc rit, it evidently follows, Chriſt had not one true Dili 
« ple upon Earth, not one that was ſanctified and in a 
cc State of Salvation till the Pentecoſt after his Aſcen- 
& ſion.“ But we abhor and deteſt this Suppoſition as 
much as he pretends to do, and hope with more Reaſon, 
conſidering we truly believe, agreeably with the Tefti- 
mony of Jobn, Chap. 1. 33, that Chriſt did baptize 
whilſt upon Earth with the Holy Ghoſt, and that Eliza- 
beth 
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beth and Zacharias, who were both. filled with the Holy 


Ghoſt ; the Virgin Mary, who conceived by tlie Holy 


Ghoſt, and was inſpired to viſit her Couſin Elrzabab”; 
and Simeon; who was inſpired by the fame” Holy 'Gh6ft 


to go up to the Temple; were each of them fiat 
in Heart and Soul by the Power and Virtue thereof.” 
For, Simeon, after he had ſeen the Lord's Chrift, and 


had taken the holy Child Jeſus in his Arms, and falutecl 


him, crys out in a ſort of Extafy; Lord, whw letieſt thou 
tby Servant depart. in Peace according to iy Word ; fer 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. 

And Peter we find was inſpired, for our Saviour ſays 
unto him, Heſb and Blood bave not revealed it unto thee, 
&c. Peler was, | doubtleſs, ſanctity'd in Degree, bur 


Confidence in the Fleſh loſt him Favour ; and fo it will | 


every one that leans upon it. | 
In pag. 31, Our Opponent ſays, „If the Quakers were 
« really thus immediately inſpired, as they give out, we 


< would ſtill allow — that Paptiſm with the Holy Gbhojt 


eis not ceas'd.” 

Here he plainly allows immediate Inſpiration to be a 
Proof of Bapti/in with the Holy Ghoſt, it we can but pro- 
duce that Proof. And this, we preſume to think, will 
be no hard Taſk upon us. 

Could : Elizabeth and Zatharias be filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and not be inſpired therewith ? And con- 
3 not baptized, or dipped, into the Power 

creo. | 

The: Virgin Mary and Simeon were both viſited by 
the Holy Ghoſt 3 were both. infpired, and conſequently 


baptized therewith, - 


And Peter, we are e aſſured by the Teſtimony 'of our 


bleſſed Lord, was divinely infpired, and of courſe di- 


vinely baptized ; which may ſuffice for our preſent Pur- 
poſe, namely, that the Believers in Chriſt were baptized 
with the Holy Gholt before the Day of Pentecoſt as well 


as after. * | 
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In pag. 29, and 30, our Author makes the following 
1 5 & Which of them“ (the Quakers) “ can 
« ſpeat with Tongues which they never learn'd at School, 
« nor obtained by the Uſe of humane Means? Which 
« of them have ever propbeſied of Events that were ac- 
& tually accompliſhed exactly as predicted; Events 
& which it was impoſſible for the Sagacity of either 
« Men or Devils to foreſee, or even plauſibly to gueſt 
c at, How many dead Men did we ever hear they 2. 
« ſtored to Life? Or how many have 3 ftruck 
« dead by the mere Force and Virtue of a Word ſpeak- 
«© ing? Which of them can zake up Serpents without 2 
& Wound, or drink Poiſon unhurt ? Or cure the Sick by 
 « Impoſition of Hands? Or even by their Shadows over. 
& ſhadowing them as they paſs by them? 
| How unreaſonable it is in our Opponent to demand any 
ſuch things, we do moſt frankly ſubmit to the Judgment 
of every impartial Enquirer: Thoſe miraculous Works 
were well adapted by infinite Wiſdom to the Promulga- 
tion and Propagation of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which 
did evidently manifeſt the great loving Kindneſs of God 
for the Salvation of the Soul: Theſe Signs and Wonder 
were undoubtedly intended to gain the Attention of the 
People to the viſible Power of God, and thereby to 
lead them to the inward and inviſible Operation of the 
holy Spirit, which, if carefully attended to, and freely 
co- operated with, would not fail to cleanſe, purify, 
ſanctify, and fir the Soul for eternal Happineſs. 
lf the People called 2yakers did pretend to any new 
Doctrine, it might then be neceſſary to have ſuch Doc- 
trine ſupported by Signs and Miracles of one Kind or 
other; but ſeeing that they do not make any ſuch Pre- 
tenſions, it is no way reaſonable either to demand or 
expect any ſuch thing from them. And they that refuſe 
to believe without Miracles, it is to be feared, if they 
might be favoured therewith, would not believe, even 
though they ſhould ſee as much as the Infidel Fews did; 
ſince the eſtabliſhed Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as we have 
K 
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it in the holy Scriptures, doth not declare for any ſuch 
thing ; not that we are about to limit the Great and 
infinite Being, or to ſay that Miracles are wholly ceas'd, 
but, at this Time of Day, there doth not ſeem ſo great 
a Neceſlity for them as heretofore. a 

Pleaſe to hear Biſhop Stillingſieet, in Origines Sacre; 

g. 234, Folio. . It cannot then be with any Reaſon 
« at all ſuppoſed, that when a divine Teſtimony is al- 
« ready confirmed by Miracles undoubtedly divine, that 
„ new Miracles ſhould be wrought in the Church to aſ- 
« ſure us of the Truth of it. So Cbryſaſtom fully ex- 
« preſſes himſelf concerning Miracles, ſpeaking of the 
« firſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church: Miracles, ſays be, 
« were very uſeful then, and not at all now; for now 
« we manifeſt the Truth of what we ſpeak, from the 
« ſacred Scriptures, and the Miracles wrought in Con- 
« firmation of them, And Auſtin expreſſes bimſelf thus. 
« He that ſeeks for Miracles ſtill ro induce him to 
« Faith, when the World is converted to the Chriſtian 
« Faith, he needs not look for Prodigies a-braad ; he 
wants only a Looking-Glaſs to diſcover One,” 

And in pag. 236, 237, be ſays, „ Where Miracles 
& are true and divine, there the Effects which follow 
* them upon the Minds of thoſe who believe them, 
« are true and divine, i. e. The Effect of believing 
« them is the drawing of Men from Sin unto God, 

This the primitive Chriſtians inſiſted much upon, 
& às an undoubted Evidence, that the Miracles of Chriſt 
« were wrought by a divine Power, becauſe the Effect 
« which followed them, was the Work of Converſion 
« of Sonls from .Sin and Idols to God and Chriſt, and 
« all true Piety and Virtue. As the Effect of the Mi- 
« racles of Moſes was the drawing a People off from 
« Superſtition and Idolatry to the Worſhip of the true 
« God; ſo the Effect which followed the Belief of the 
« Miracles of Chriſt in the World, was the purging 
« Men's Souls from all Sin and Wickedneſs, to make 
them new Creatures, and to live in all Exactneſs and 

L 2 « Holineſs 
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« Hotmeſs of Converſation. And thereby Origen 
$/:difcovers the great Difference between the Miracles 
64, of Chriſt and Antichriſt, 'that” the Intent of all An. 
+:+tighriſt's-'W onders was to bring Men to the Deceivea- 
& bleneſs of Unrighteouſneſs whereby to deſtioy them; 
e but the Intent of the Miracles of Chrift was not the 
de deceiving, but the ſaving of Souls. Who can with 
any probability ſay, that Reformation of Liſe, 
561 ina daily Progreſs from Evil to Good, ſhould be the 
c Effect of mere Deceit? And therefore be faith, that 
4 Chriſt told his Diſciples that they ſhould do greater 


Works than he had done, becauſe by their Preach- 
e ing and Miracles the Eyes of blind Souls are opened, 


% and the Ears of ſuch as were deaf to all Goodneſs 
< are opened ſo far as to hearken to the Precepts and 


„ Promiſes of the Goſpel ; ; and the Feet of thoſe who 


<<. were lame in their inward Man are ſo healed as to 
delight to run the Ways of God's Commandments.” 
Signs are not, as ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, for them that 
believe, but for them that believe * in order chat 
they might believe. 

We have formerly obſerved chat i in them that e 
Miracles, and in them that were convinced by Mira- 
cles, Faith in the divine Power, and Obedience thereto 
was required; ſo that it is plainly evident the Workers 


of Miracles truly divine were not wicked Men, nor in 


a State of Damnation when they were in the Poſſeſſion 
and Exerciſe of the Power of working Miracles, nor 
could they that believed in the Divine Power, which 
they ſaw manifeſted, remain Aliens to God and Stran- 
gers to the Covenant of Promiſe, as our Opponent would 
unworthily inſinuate in pag. 33, where he ſays, Spi- 
ritual Baptiſm is quite another thing to what the 
% Prakers make it, that it was reſtrained to the primt- 
tive Times of the Church; that it was never ap- 
ec ores to N Men's Hearts and reform their 
« Manner | 

* But 
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But the primitive Chriſtians were of quite another 
Mind ; the only Criterion with them ta judge by, we 
are told, was the bleſſed Effect which they ſaw wrought 
upon thoſe that believed, in making a Progreſs from 
Evil to Good, which plainly argued Purification of 
Heart and Reformation of - Manners, and. that the 
Workers of Miracles themſelves were in a State of Pu- 
rity and Acceptance with God, or elſe the Effect would 
exceed the Caule ; which to afſert would be a greater 
Error, and Abſurdity too, than any our Opponent ei- 
ther hath produced, or can produce againſt us. | 

But as thoſe Miracles wrought by the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, and -by thoſe who believed and received the 
ſame Spirit and Power, were deſigned to convince Men 
of, and convert them to the Spirit and Power of Jeſus, 
and to advance his Kingdom; it is neceſſary for us a 
little to conſider the Nature of that Kingdom. | 

Now as Chriſt is a Spirit, his Kingdom mult be a ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, and his Government mult be a ſpiritual 
Government; ſo that the true Diſciples and Subjects of 
Chriſt muſt be ſpiritually ſuch, and initiated unto him 
by the holy Spirit, ei 
. Hence, we preſume, Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt is 
neither a vain nor preſumptuous Doctrine, but ratio- 
nal and ſcriptural, as the ſacred Records do abundantly 
teſtify.— 80 Romans xiv, 17, For the Kingdom of God 
is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs,- and Peace, and 
Foy in the Holy Gboſt. Romans xv. 12, -Now the 
God of Hope fill you with all Hope through the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Verſe 16, That the Offering up of the 
Gentiles might be acceptable, being ſan#ified by the Holy 
Ghoſt.—— 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. The Apoſtle enume- 
rates a great many Sorts of Sinners, as Fornicators, {dot 
aters, Adulterers, Effeminate, Abuſers of themſelves with 
Mankind, Thieves, Covetous, Drunkards, Revilers, and 
Extortioners. And in ver, 11. he adds, Such were ſome 
of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanfified, but ye arg 
juſtified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the "I 
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of our God. And in ver. 19, he queries, Know ye not 
that your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

Hence we ſee what great Advantages are to be reap- 
ed by believing in the holy Spirit, and ſuffering our 
Soul and Body to become a Temple for him to dwell 
in 


Then it is that we are truly baptized, or dipped, 
into the Power thereof, and by co-operating there with 
we are waſhed, cleanſed, and ſanctify'd thereby. And 
this is Chriſt's own Baptiſm, and no other, for nothing leſs 
than Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt can purify and fit 
us for the Enjoyment of the Happineſs of Heaven. 

In pag. 30, 31, Our Opponent ſays, + Though in 
% Words they (the Quakers) profeſs a great Value for 
«« the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament ; 
« yet they make the immediate Teaching of the Spirit, 
« and ſometimes the Spirit itſelf, the primary and the 
« alone adequate Rule of Faith; ſtyling the Scriptures 
« only a ſecondary or ſubordinate Rule, and inferior to 
c that of the Spirit, both in reſpect of Certainty and 
« Extent.” | | 

He ſubjoins the following Note, I cannot here for- 
< bear remarking upon the Abſurdity of the Quakers ; 
« not only in calling the Spirit the compleat, adequate 
« Rule of Faith, but in calling it any Rule at all. 
« ]t is not the Spirit, ſtrictly and literally ſpeaking, 
c that is the Rule of Faith, * the Revelation of the 
« Spirit, as made known to us. Should the Spirit 
© reveal nothing to us either mediately or immediately, 
& where is our Rule of Faith? 

The holy Scriptures we not only profeſs a very great 
Value for, but in the utmoſt Sincerity and Truth do 
efteem them above all other Writings whatſoever, tho? 
we dare not prefer them to the holy -_ that gave 
them forth. For, holy Men of God ſpake and wrote 
as they were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and * 


vation.“ As if nothing more were neceſſary ! 
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* inſpired with a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit, che 


Scriptures are to him that looketh thereon as the Viſion 
of a ſealed Book. 

The __ we ſay, is the primary and the alone ade- 
quate Rule of Faith ; and the Holy Scriptures, being re- 
vealed by the Spirit, may with Propriety enough be 
ſtyled the Secondary Rule; nor doth the holy Spirit in 
this our Day reveal any thing contradictory to them. 
But it is the holy Spirit, ſtrictly and literally ſpeaking, 
that is the alone adequate Rule of Faith; for, whatever 
our Opponent may imagine, we do not apprehend that 
it is in our Power to ſeparate Cauſe and Efe#; but as 
the Spirit is Light, it will reveal when it doth, appear, 
immediately and objectively, or mediately and inftru- 
mentally. 5 | 

In pag. 55. Our Opponent, ſpeaking againſt immediate 
Inſpiration, and preferring the Scriptures to ir, calls them 
« The good Old Road, a Road, /ays he, which the firſt 
« and pureſt Ages of the Church truſted to alone for 
« Salvation, And then in pag. 56, he ſums up the 
Matter thus, „So that all who have but the common 
© Reaſon of humane Nature, and come to the Peruſal 
« of the Holy Bible with ſincere Intentions of knowing 
e and practiſing their Duty, and proceed with but halt 


« as much Induſtry in their Search after ſpiritual Things 


« as the Children of this World uſually do after the 
« periſhing Things of the Earth, all the neceſſary Ar- 
<« ticles of Faith, and all the Rules of a holy Life, will 
ebe ſufficiently plain and comprehenſible.” 

The holy Scriptures bear Teſtimony that Chriſt is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, therefore they who re- 
fuſe the holy Spirit for their Fay and their Guide, are 
out of the Way, the Truth, and the Life; ſo that our 
Opponent appears to be very evidently out of the Road. 
when he ſays, that The firſt and pureſt Ages of the 
« Church truſted to the Scriptures alone for their Sal- 


We 


— 
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- We have a pretty early Account from Juſtin Martyr, 
who, before he was convinced of Chriſtianity, provi- 
dentially met with a grave old Man, of a venerable Aſ- 
pect, as he was walking in a ſolitary Place by the Sea- 
ſide; with whom diſcourſing of Philoſophy in general, 
and Platoniſm in particular, Zuſtin affirmed this to teach 
the only true Way to Happineſs: The other at large re- 
futed his Opinion, and inſtead thereof directs him to the 
inſpired Prophets of the Old Teftament, concluding with 
this Advice, Above all Things pray that the Gates of Ligbt 
may be ſet open to you, for theſe things are not perceived 
and underſtood by any unleſs God and Chriſt grant Men the 
— op of them, &c. See Biographia Eccleſiaſtica, 
Pag. 03, 04. | 

This exactly correſponds with our Sentiments of the 
facred Records; we highly eſteem them, and do not 
in the leaſt queſtion their Verity and divine Authority 
= notwithſtanding this, we firmly believe that the 

ey of David is required to open and illuſtrate them to 
us. They are, we apprehend, a Declaration of the 
Mind and Will of God, but without ſome Degree of 
the ſame Diſpoſition, and a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit 
by which they were wrote, they cannot be practically 
and ſavingly underſtood, ene | 

Tuſtin Martyr in Expoſit. Fidei, ſays, The Inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures is to be accommodated to 
the Will of the Doctrine of the Spirit; and not to hu- 
« mane Reaſonings.” | 

Eraſmus tells us, What! Man ſets forth by Man's 
Device, may be received by Man's Wit: But the thing 
that is ſet forth by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
« requireth an Interpreter inſpired with the like Spirit; 
« and without the Inſpiration of it, the Secrets of God 
% cannot be known.” Eraſmus on 1 Peter i. 19. Ibid. 
on 1 Cor. ii. R 50% | i 

Biſhop Zewel ſays thus againſt Harding, pag. 532, 
534, „The Spirit of God is bound neither to ſharpneſs 


© of Wit, nor to Abundance of Learning: Fleſh and 
| „ BOW 
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Blood is not able to underſtand the holy Will of 
„God, without ſpecial Revelation: Without this ſpecial 
« Help and Prompting of God's Spirit, the Scripture is to 
« the Reader, be he never ſo wife and well learned, as 
« the Viſion of a /ealed Book.“ | 

In pag. 51, 52. Our Opponent ſays, If it ſhould 

ce be ſaid, that thoſe Perſons may be won to embrace 


4 the Goſpel Faith by the outward Teaching of its Mi- 


« niſters, who could not liſten to the /»/piration of the 
« Spirit within them; is not this to ſuppole the outward 
« Word more powerful than the inward, and to prefer 
« the Miniſtry of frail, fallible Man, to the all ſufficient 
« and infallible Revelations of God himſelf ? Or it it 
« be ſaid, that the Spirit ſpeaks by the true Goſpel Mi- 
« niſters, and therefore *tis the ſame thing as if he ſpoke 
« immediately to the Mind itſelf ; is not this ſtill to 
© make Oral and mediate Teaching more etfectual than, 
« or, at leaſt, ſupplemental to the inward. and imme- 
ce diate? Neither of which the Quakers ſhould admit of, 
« to be ſteady to their Opinion of the Spirit's within being 


« the primary. and alone adequate Rule of Faith, and 


« the all- perfect Teacher of every Goſpel Truth what- 
« ever.“ "op | 
We do not think that this makes Oral Teaching un- 
neceſſary to great Numbers of, People, neither doth it 
at all argue that Oral Teaching is more effe7ua!, nor 
that it is ſupplemental to the inward immediate Opera- 


tion of the holy Spirit in or upon the Minds of 


Men. For it is all from a Meaſure of one and the ſame 
divine Spirit and Light; whether immediately and ob- 
jectively, or mediately and inſtrument ally. 
They that have Pruth immediately revealed, need no 
other Teacher; but they that have Truth mediately de- 
clared to them, it is to ſtir up the pure Gift ot God in 
them, whereby they are reminded of their near Relation, 
and indiſpenſable Duty to God, which, from an In- at- 
tention to, many have loſt both the Sight and Senſe of, 
and ſtand in need to be * from the Creatures to 

the 


| 
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the Creator; which we do experimentally know to be 


the continued Kindneſs of God to Mankind. | 

Nor need it at all be wonder'd at, if we do but 
conſider how prone Men are to ſet their Affections on 
Things below, that it ſhould pleaſe infinite Wiſdom to 
engage the Love and Affections of ſuch as have not only 
ſeen the Neceſſity of taking up the daily Croſs of 
Chriſt, but have alſo comply*d therewith, in order to 
become true ſpiritual Diſciples of Chriſt, that ſuch 
ſhould declare unto others how good the Lord hath been 
to their Souls, and that they find the Yoke of Chriſt 
to be eaſy, and his Burden /ight, as himſelf declared when 
he gave that gracious Invitation. 

So that whatever our Opponent may think of our 
calling the Spirit the primary and adequate Rule of Faith, 
and the holy Scriptures the ſecondary Rule, we do not 
apprehend any Abſurdity in the Caſe ; but as his Pre- 
miles are arbitrary and groundleſs, ſo the Inferences that 
he draws from them are illogical and inconcluſive. 

Godlineſs is a Myftery, and ſo are the 52 Scriptures, 
which none can teach or underſtand immediately, but 
by the Spirit of Chriſt, the chief Myſtagegus; nor me- 
diately, but by ſuch as have been taught by him. 

For the Scriptures are not to be underſtood but by 
a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit by which they were dic- 
tated ; tbat being the proper Medium to view ſpiritual 
Objects thro?, and without ſuch a Medium we are 
wholly incapable of ſpiritual Objects, and conſequently 
of ſpiritual Ideas, and ſo could not poſſibly have the 
true Knowledge of God, ſeeing that Objects, and the 
Ideas ariſing from them, are the immutable Rule of our 
T Judgment. 5 | 

„The Author of a Doctrine,” ſays Monro in his 
exc ent Treatiſe entitled, Fuft Meaſures of the pious 
Inſtitution of Youth, pag. 62, and 63. is he that can 

cc heſt 
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« beſt explain it, and declare the Import of the Words 
« by which he hath choſe to expreſs it; as if Inquiry 


« were made into the Meaning of ones Words, it is 
« certain that none can better determine what Senſe 


& ought to be put on prod than he who uttered 


« them; becauſe he is ſup have been conſcious 
« of the Ideas and Thoughts he had when he ſpoke 
« them: ſo if we would underſtand the Meaning of 
& theſe Words which the Organs of the Spirit of God 
e have uſed in delivering his Will to Mankind, it is 
« only this ſame divine Spirit, who actuated and in- 
* ſpired them, that can give us the ſolid and perfect 
« Senſe of the Words by which they imparted the 
& Truths of Religion: 

© Thus I am ſure the Apoſtle reaſons 1 Cor. ii. 11. For 
« what Man, faith he, knoweth the Things of a Man, ſave 
&« the Spirit of Man which is in bim? Even ſo the Things 
« of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. Now 
« ſince a great many of the Things of God are in the 
« holy Scriptures exhibited to us in a Form of Words, 
« it is evident that none elſe can unfold the Meaning of 
& them, but that bleſſed Spirit who acted, inſpired, and 
« directed the Minds of thoſe who wrote or uttered 
« them. There is, faith a learned and judicious Au- 
* thor, ſuch a venerable Obſcurity in the Myſtery of 
« Godlineſs, that all the Knowledge of Nature and 
« Geometry can never reach the Depth of it, or reliſh 
« the Bones of it z nor all the Skill of Tongues 
ce rightly interpret it, unleſs the true Interpreter and 
“great Myſtagogus, the Spirit of God himfelf, vouch- 
we ſafe the Opening of it unto us, and ſet it on ſo home 
© on our Underſtandings, that it begets Faith in our 
« + Hearts.” x | 

Of the ſame Opinion we can produce a whole Cloud 
of Witneſſes from thoſe called the Fathers, Martyrs, 
Confeſſors, Biſhops, aaa” i; a great Number of 

2 


" others; 
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others ; alſo ſeveral Confeſſions of Faith, as the French, 
Dutch, Weſtminſter, Independent and Baptiſts, Helvetian 
and W:rtemberg. | | 

But if our Opponent ſhould not be already ſatisfy'd, 
we recommend to his ſerious Peruſal, a Treatiſe entitled, 


Trattatus Hierographicuggc. by Richard Claridge; where 
he may meet with a nt Satisfaction, if he take 
Care to read it coolly, and meditate upon it impartially, 

In pag. 30, Our Opponent ſays, * But indeed, to do 
« the Quakers Juſtice, they pretend not, now, to any of 
ce theſe ex!raordinary Gifts of the Spirit, which are in 
„ Scripture ſtyled Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, except- 
ing that of immediate Inſpiration. But this they lay 
Claim to, and affirm, that by it they are taught all 
„ the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel with Regard both 
to Faith and Practice; and that, not in/trumentally, 
but objectively.“ | | 
And in pag. 37, He declares, that As to any clear 
c and certain Promiſes of Scripture for ſuch their Inſpi- 
« ration,” He © ſha!l venture to affirm they cannot 
«« produce one; not one, that either in expreſs Terms, 
« or by neceſſary and indiſputable Conſequences, juſti- 
« ſies their Claim to this extraordinary Gift of the 
« Spirit.” | | 

Before we enter upon the Subject, we preſume it may 
not be improper to deſcribe what we underſtand to be 
meant by the Terms, immediate Inſpiration. To be in. 
ſpired, as we take it, is to receive ſomething external, 
or, in other Words, to be Breathed upon by a ſuperna- 
tural Spirit and Power; which is a Figure made uſe of 
by our Saviour in that remarkable Conference with M. 
codemus; The Wind, ſaith our bleſſed Lord, Howell 
where it liſteib, and thou beareft the Sound thereof, but 
canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whether it goeth ; ſo i 
every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Now as the Air which we breath, as Creatures, is the 
common Spirit and Principle of Life to all Fleſh ; fo 
is the divine Afiatus, or Influx, the Life of the Soul, 
| 3 6 whereby 
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whereby it lives and moves, and by which the infinite 

Spirit would illuminate and continually attract the Soul 
from the Creatures to himſelf, if Men were but lincerely 
diſpoſed to co-operate therewith in order to the Re. 


demption and Salvation of their poor dark benighted 


Souls, which, of their own Election, have turned their 
Backs upon the Illuminator of Souls, the Sun of Righ- 


teouſneſs. 


Nor are we alone of this Opinion, „There is, ſays 
the eminent + Dr. Williams, “ an Inſpiration purely ſu- 
% pernatural; that is immediately, wholly, and only 
« from God. Of this Sort is that divine Influx com- 
„% monly known by the Term of Regeneration, when 
“ God ſo changes the Heart by the powerful Opera- 
“ tion of his holy Spirit, that it's ſaid to be New, 
b&© Ezek. xxxvi. 26.“ 

But, ſpiritual Regeneration is a gradual Work, and 
as it is faid, ſo we find it to be experimentally true, that 
without Chriſt wwe can do nothing; John xv. 5. no, 


not ſo much as think a good Thought, much leſs pro- 
ceed to a good Action. We conclude therefore that it 
is neither unreaſonable nor unſcriptural toſay, that we 
ſtand in Need to be continually inſpired, and apprehend 
that the following Scriptures do ſufficiently ſupport our 


Opinion; 1 Cor. vi. 19. Know. ye not that your Body is 


the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt which is in you. Titus iii. 


5. the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Souls of thoſe 
that believe and obey, is plainly and fully expreſſed, 
According is his Mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and the Renewing cf the Holy Ghoſt, Not 
the giving of the Holy Ghoſt, but the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as we have elſewhere oblerved. Hence it 
is evident, that whoever believe in the Holy Ghoſt, 


and faithfully co-operate therewith, will witneſs the Re- 


newings of divine Light, and Life, by his holy Inſpira- 


tion, Illumination, and Revelation; all which go in a 


Chain 
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Chain of Conſequences, and depend upon one another. 
For he that is not divinely inſpired, cannot be favoured 
with divine IHlumination, nor, conſequently, with imme- 
diate objective Revetation. 5 | 

Here we think it proper to inſert the Sentiments. and 


w_ Experiences of that learned Divine, Monro, 


icar of Letterkenny in Irelaud, viz. As to the Prin- 
e ciple of that Life which the Regenerate do live, we 
« are to obſerve, that the holy Scriptures uſe a great 
& Yariety of Expreſſions concerning it; for it is repre- 
ce fented ſometimes by God's Delling in them; ſome- 


« times by Chriſt living in the Heart; at other times, 


« and very frequently, by the Law of the Spirit of Life 


« in Chriſt Jeſus, or the Holy Ghoſt inhabiting and in. 


ce fluencing the inner Man; and finally, bythe Emblem 
4 of living Waters, ſpringing up as a Well in the Soul. 
*The Reſult of all theſe Jifferent Ways of ſpeaking 
cc amounts in ſhort to this great and important Truth; 
„ namely, that a certain intimate and operative Pre- 
& ſence of God in the Soul is that noble Principle of the 
„ new Life, which we are inquiring after.“ 

And afterwards he proves that ||the Communications 
« of the Holy Ghoſt are not limited to certain Times 
„ and Perſons. They ſhould be conſidered as common 
6 Bleſſings ; for they are ſuch as were originally intend- 
ce ed for all Mankind, ang whereof all are capable by 
« Virtue of their Creation, as having, every one of 
£ them, the Faculties and Powers that are neceſſary for 
« ſo noble an End. And beſides, the Happine/s and 
* Perfection of human Nature, and that by which Man 


„becomes a living Image and Repreſentation of the 


« Deity, conſiſts in the luminous, operative, and intimate 


“ Preſence of God by his Spirit in the Soul; ſo that 


& one 
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one may as well confine Mankind, as limit the In- 
&« ſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt to fome. Perſons and 
& Apes of the World.” 

We ſhall now extract a few Pallages from the Boak 
of Common Prayer, which we preſume our Opponent muſt 
be very well acquainted with, and deſire that he, would 
be ſo generous as to tell us, whether the Word Inſpira- 
tion, there uſed, eye any Idea at all, and t chat 
Idea 15. 

« Almighty God, unto whom all Hearts he { open, all 
& Deſires known, and from whom no Secrets are hid ; 
« cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Tnſpira- 
< tion of thy holy Spirit, that ve ma ay Pe perfectly 71 thee, 
« and EF A magnify thy holy ame,” 45 ir, } Cole 
at the Communion Service. 

« Almighty and everlaſting ' God-—beſceching. thee to 
« inſpire continually the ror Church with the 
& Spirit of Truth, Unity, and Concord. Prayer for the 
whole State of C brift s Church, militant here in Earth,” in 
the Communion Service, 

5 O Lord, from whom alt good Things do come, 
cc. grant to us thy humble Servants, that by hy holy In- 
« ſpiration we may think thoſe Things that be good.” 
Collect for fifth Sunday after Eaſter. 

But if our Opponent, or thoſe of his Communion, do 
not believe that it is the good Pleaſure of God to inſpire, 
enliven, and enlighten the Souls of Men, to what End 
do they petition for it? 

In pag. 43, and 44, Our Opponent ſays, & I; It ap- 
« pears that none of us can witneſs any ſuch immediate 
% Teaching of the holy Spirit wichin us, but are all 
« aſſured, on the contrary, that we have obtained all 
* our Knowledge of the Goſpel b ſome or other, or 
ce all of the Means. aſorementione with what Front 
* can our Adverſaries tell us that we have all the Spirit 
e of God within us, teaching us all the ſaving Truths 
*« of the Chriſtian Faith, They may as ſoon perſuade 
us, that we have the Light of the Sun . us, 

to 
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& to exhibit to our View all the Objects of the Viſible 
« Creation: For ve can no more perceive internally 
ce ſuch an immediate Inſpiration as they talk of, than 
« we can the Irradiation of that material Light the Sun, 
„ Tis preſum'd therefore, that from our own Self. 
« Experience, (than which there cannot be a more ir- 
« refragable Argument in Nature) the Doctrine of 
« univerſal immediate Inſpiration is falſe,” 
Divine Truths, we ſay, are not to be diſcovered by 
the mere Dint of Reaſon ; but all who defire to know 
the Mind and Will of God concerning them, muſt wait 
for a proper Medium, that is, the Light of the Spirit, 
as we have formerly obſerv'd upon another. Occaſion. 
We ſhall not diſpute our Opponent's Capacity either 
for the Reception or Perception of the holy Spirit, 
which inſpires and illuminates all whofe Minds are tur- 
ned thereto: - . gy | * 
But as he declares himſelf an Unbeliever, it is no 
Wonder he ſhould be ſo little acquainted therewith, 
nay, totally ignorant thereof; yet, nevertheleſs, that is 
no Proof that we are miſtaken, nor are we aſhamed to 
declare that we ſincerely believe we poſſeſs what (with 
all due Reverence be it ſpoken) we do profeſs, and are 
as much aſſured of it as Experience can make us. | 
The Chriſtian Faith, we ſay, is not to be arrived at by 
thoſe Ways and Means our Opponent mentions in pag, 
42, (abſtractedly from all other Helps) as, The 
« early Inſtruction of Parents, Guardians, or Maſters ; 
ce hearing, reading, or ſtudying the holy Scriptures, 
c Commentaries thereon, and Tracts of Divinity; fre- 
« quenting Sermons, and the Diſputes and Converſations 
„ of learned Men, Sc.“ 72% | | 
Io be ſo exerciſed as is here deſcribed, is very com- 
mendable, and may, if Prudence takes Place, be pro- 
fitable too; but it all begins and ends in what is merely 
rational, without any 1 Aid at all, and to 
ſay the Truth, it is no Wonder that ſuch Attempts, in- 


dependent of that Being who gave us not only Eyes, 
| but 
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but alſo Light to ſee by, ſhould-be fruſtrated, and he 
ſee fit to with-hold his gracious Aﬀiſtances from them. 
Hence come the many ſuperficial, inconſiſtent, and 
contradictory Performances that are to be met with 
from ſuch as lean to their own Underſtandings. 

But to do our Opponent that Juſtice which is due to 
him, we ſhall give one Inſtance which will ſufficiently 
prove what we have advanced; it is in pag. 34, of his 
own Work. The Aſſiſtances, ſays he, the holy Spi- 
4 rit bleſſes our natural Faculties with in ſtudying the 
“ Scriptures, are, the inflaming our Deſires to know 
„ our Duty, bright'ning our Apprehenſions, ſtrength- 
e ning our Memories, encouraging our Diligence, and 
„ ſupporting us under it, Fc. Not the preſenting 
« Scripture Truths objeZively to our Minds, for this 
“ the Words of Scripture will do ſufficiently when once 
«© we have qualified ourſelves to the Knowledge of them 
«+ by humane Means.“ | 

_ The Deſcription here given, by our Opponent, of the 
Office, and Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit to our natural 
Faculties, is intelligible enough, ſo far as it goes. Ir 


-* inflames Deſires to the Knowledge of Duty, it bright- 


ens, by Reflection, the Apprehenſion or Perception 
6 of Objects upon or in the Mind, and ſtrengthens the 
Memory to retain them.“ Which affords Encourage- 
ment to Diligence in our Duty, and not only fo, but 
* ſupports” in and under the Exerciſe thereof to that 
Being who gave us Being, and upon whom we continu- 
ally depend for Preſervation therein. 

Thus we have a Confeſſion made us of divine Inſpira- 
tion, Illumination, and, conſequently, of immediate ob- 
jetive Revelation, 5 

But, withal, we have a moſt irrefragable Inſtance that 


the moſt valuable thing in the World is become as a 


Wiſtle to him; he mumbles, and cannot diſpenſe with 


the Operation of the Spirit. 


The Words laſt cited muſt not convey the Idea he has 
given us of them, for © the Scriptures, it ſeems, will ſut- 
| | N <« ficiently 
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« ficiently anſwer” all Ends, „ if we be once qualified 
„ by humane Means.” | 1 
Thoſe divine Truths related in the Scriptures muſt 
not be obiectively preſented to our Minds 5 the Spirit, 
according to our Opponent. How then? Why he ſays, 
If it appears that none of us can witneſs any ſuch 
«© immediate Teaching of the holy Spirit within us, but 
care all aſſured on the contrary, that we have obtained 
« all our Knowledge of the Goſpel by ſome or other, 
« or all the Means afore-mentioned: With what Front 
“can our Adverſaries tell us, that we have all the Spi. 
<<. rit of God within us, teaching us all the ſaving Truths 
« of the Chriſtian Faith?” He concludes therefore, 


that the Doctrine of univerſal immediate Inſpiration i; 


falſe upon their own Self- experience. 

But then how comes it to paſs, if we can do all this 
by theſe outward Helps alone, that we have need of the 
Spirit 40 inflame our Deſires, brighten our Apprehenſionz, 


Atrengiben our Memories, encourage our Diligence, and-ſup- 


port us under it? 

But it the firſt be true, it muſt deſtroy the Neceſlity of 
the latter; for if the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion is attained, as pag. 42. entirely by the uſe of 
« humane Means,” ſuch as is there, and above - men- 
tioned : What Need is there of the Spirit's Help? But 
either our natural Faculties have this Afiſtance from 
the Spirit, or elſe all that Heat, Light, and Strengrh, 
w aich we ſay we want, and he grants, muſt come from 
the Scriptures. | 

But the. Caſe. is, as we by Experience know and wit- 
neſs, as in the Quotation pag. 33, and of Dr. Mores 
Works, pag. 332, Sc. as hereafter more at large, that 
without this Help from the Spirit we can do nothing, 
according to Jobn xv. 5, For without me ye can do no- 
thing, and that objectively ; for ſaith Dr. More, „We 
« diſcover here a very eminent Object of our Faith, 
cc viz. This divine Power, by the Help whereof we 
« are wrought up into this happy Condition of living 
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& inward Righteouſneſs.” So that we muſt be ſenſible 
of the Operation of the Spirit, and rely upon ir, and 
this muſt become the Object of our Faith in this Work, 
or elſe we can never know the Goſpel, for that is the 
Power of 1 10 Salvation, according to Paul's Doctrine, 
Rom. i. 16. 

To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks the Liturgy of the Church 
of England. The ninth Sunday after Trinity, The Col- 
« /ef. Grant to us Lord, we beſeech thee, the Spirit 
« to think and do always ſuch things as be rightful, 
« that we who cannot do any thing that is good with- 
& out thee, may by thee be enabled to live accord- 
ce ing to thy Will, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
& Amen.” | 

The nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. The Collect. 
« O God, foraſmuch as without thee we are not able to 
& pleaſe thee, mercifully grant, that thy holy Spirit 
« may in all things direct and rule our Hearts, thro? 
« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen.” 

To which, and to the Writers of his own Church, we 
leave him to reconcile his Doctrine, particularly with 
the learned Biſhop S/ill/ing fleet, Origines Sacre, Book 2. 
Chap. i. concerning the Truth of the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
Se. 11. where he thus writes. The whole Work of 
e the Spirit of God in its peculiar Energy, and way of 
« Operation upon the Soul, is left entire to itſelf. - But 
6 then when the Spirit works as to the planting of a true 
& divine Faith; I do not think it only perſuades the Soul 
« of the Truth of a divine Teſtimony, but withal re- 
« preſents the Truth, revealed by that Teſtimony, with 
& all that Excellency and Suitableneſs there is in them, 
e that by the molt agreeable, yet effectual, Influence of 
« the Spirit upon the Soul, it chearfully embraceth that 
« Truth, which is revealed, and cordially yields up it 
te ſelf in Obedience to it. 

We ſay, with the Apoſtle, bat all Scripture given by 
Inſpiration of God, is profitable to the Purpoſes there men- 
toned :; But we never apprehended that the Infinite Spirit 
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reſided in the Scriptures, and ſo rendred them a Light 
to themſelves, and to all that ſhould -peruſe them. 

In ſhort, there are but three Ways for Men to aft by ; 
either they muſt do that which is right in their oz0n Eyes, or 
they muſt do that which is right in other Men's Eyes, or 
they muſt do that which they judge right in the Sight of God 
and of Chriſt, If doing what we thought fit would 
ſerve the Turn, we ond be ſelf. ſufficient; but that we 
have no Rcaſon to conclude, though never fo quick of 
Apprehenſion, nor ever ſo well qualified by humane 
Means, which we do not deſpiſe — kept in their 
proper Places. 

But to neglect our own Underſtanding, and to act 
by the ſole Direction of other Men, is below the Dig- 

nity of an intelligent free Agent. 
Io act, therefore, by the Light and Influence of the 
Spirit of Chriſt exerted upon our Spirits, is both our 
Duty and our Intereſt; and without it we cannot be 
warmed in our Affections, nor brightned nor illumina. 
ted in our Underſtandings ; z for no leſs a Medium will 
ſerve the 'Turn. 

The learned Dr. More in his Theological Works, pag, 
284, writes excellently to our preſent Purpoſe. * The 
<* Sun, ſays he, cannot be teen by the Eye unleſs the 
<c Eye receive the Likenets of the Sun, as Plotinus ſpeaks, 
lf the Eyes be weak, muddy, and dim, even al- 


% moſt to Blindneſe, we are not to fooliſh as to think 


<< to perſect our Sight by looking long, or often, or 
< on many Objects; this would make our Sighr rather 
« worſe; but the Diſeaſe of the Eye is firſt to be taken 
« away, and then with Eaſe and in a Moment we may 
e ſee more than before we could in many Years by 
« weariſome poring with our ſhort Sight; or rather 
* (which is more to Purpoſe) we ſhould be able to diſ. 
« cern ſuch things as in our former Condition we ſhould 
«© never have been able to diſcern, 
«© So the Soul of Man, in its unrighteous and pollu- 
te ted Condition, does very vnadviſedly with ſo much 
«6 Curioſity 


* 
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« Curioſity and anxious Labour to endeavour the Diſ- 
« coveries of divine Truths; for there is as yet Læſum 
« Organum, and ſhe ought firſt to commit herſelf to 
« the Skill of a faithful Phyſician, to Chriſt, who is the 
&« Healer of the Souls of Men, as well as he was of their 
« Bodies, and fo to be re- eſtated again into that State 
« of Health and Soundneſs, (and Righteouſneſs is this 
© Soundneſs of Soul) and then to uſe her Faculty when 
& it is able to receive that whereby the Object is diſco- 
« vered.—l[x Lumine tuo videbimus Lucem, In thy Light 
« we ſhall ſee Light. Bur if the Eye receives no Light, 


it diſcovers no Object: So if the Soul receives no 


e Impreſs from God, it diſcovers nothing of God. For 
& jt is moſt certainly true, bat Like is known by Lite; 
& and therefore, unleſs the Image of God be in us, which 
« is Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, we know nothing of 
« the Nature of God, and ſo conſequently can conclude 
& nothing concerning him to any Purpoſe.” 

Amongſt the Great and Learned, it is demonſtrably 
evident that Dr. Lucas was no Stranger to divine Illu- 
mination, for in the ſecond Volume of his Inquiry after 
Happineſs, we have a whole Chapter, containing about 
25 Pages, upon the Subject, from whence may be ga- 
thered his pious Sentiments, and, we doubt not, his own 
Experiences thereof, We ſhall therefore tranſcribe ſome 
Paſſages of it for our Reader's Information. | 

In pag. 181. is certain that llumination in the 
« Mind has a mighty Influence upon us: For it is con- 
« tinually exciting in us wiſe Deſires and excellent Pur- 


„ poſes: *Tis always alluring and inviting us towards 


% our ſovereign Good, and deſtraining and deterring us 
* from Sin and Death: It alarms, diſquiets, diſtur 
e and perſecutes us as often as we err and wander from 
« the Path of Life. In one Word, the great Work of 
« 7lumination is, to be always repreſenting the Beau- 
ce ties and Pleaſures, and the Beatitude and Glory of 
“ Virtue ; and remonſtrating the Evils and Diſhonours, 
the Deformities and Dangers of Vice: So that * 
| * 9 
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& will never be at Ref, who has this Ligbt within him, 
& till it be either exlinguiſbed or obeyed. 

« 2d. This Light within us, it it be followed and 
* complied with, not muddied and diſturbed ; if it be 
c not quenched and extinguiſhed by wilful Sin, or un- 
« pardonable Oſcitancy and Remiſsneſs; if, in a Word, 
fits Influence be not interrupted, it diſperſes all our 
« Fears as well as Errors; creates an unſpeakable Tan- 
ce ꝗuility in the Soul, ſpreads over us a calm and glorious 
& Sky, and makes every thing in us and about us look 
ce gay, and verdant, and beautiful.” | 

In pag. 186. ( 2. ) Extraordinary natural Parts, 
«« ſuch as Sagacity or Acuteneſs of Judgement, Strength 
of Memory, the Livelineſs of Imagination, are not 
ce neceſſary to 1lumination. The Goſpel, as I remem- 
ber, takes no Notice of theſe. Such is the Beauty of 
« Holineſs, that it requires rather Purity of Heart, than 
« Puckneſs of Apprebenſion, to render us enamour d of it. 
6 And the very ſame thing may be ſaid of the Power 
« and Energy of all Goſpel Motives, and of the Proofs 
« and Evidences too of divine Truths. To convince 
90 and affect us, there is no need of Sagacity and Penetra · 
ce tion, but Probity and Sincerity,” | 

In pag. 189.3.) There is no great Need of ac- 
t quired Learning in order to true 1//umination. Our 
« Saviour did not exact of his Diſciples, as a neceſſary 
„ Preparation for his Doctrine, the Knowledge of Tongues ; 
c the Hiſtory of Times, or Nature; Logick, Metaphyſick, 
« Mathematicks, or the like. Theſe indeed may be /er- 
« viceable to many excellent Ends: They may be great 
& Accompliſpments of the Mind; great Ornaments and 
« very engaging Eniertainmenis of Lite: They may be, 
6 finally, very excellent and neceſſary Inſtruments of, 
£ or Jutrodutiions to ſeveral Profeſſions or Employments. 
R But as to Perfection and Happineſs, to theſe they can 
© never be indiſpenſably neceſſary. A Man may be ex- 
' «© cellently, habitually good, without more Languages 
than Oxe ; He may be fully perſyaded of thoſe great 
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& Truths, that will render him Maſter of his Paſſions, 
« and independent of 'the World ; that will render him 
« eaſy and uſeful in this Life, and glorious in another, 
* though he be no Logician, nor Metaphyſician.“ | 
From what hath been already offered, we conclude. 
that the Doctrine of divine Infpiration, and Illumination, 
is very - conſpicuous ; and the proper Medium for im- 
mediate objective Revelation made plain and evident to 
be the true and real Baſis or Foundation of Chriſtianity. 
But now, ſays the learned Dr. Henry Moore, in his 
Theological Works, pag. 332. © by Reaſon that a true 
« Chriftian arrives to that happy Condition he is in by 
« a ſupernatural] Power (which Condition is to be free- 
&« ly and naturally Righteous, and Good, that is, by a 
& divine Nature, which when we have attained to, we 
& may properly be ſaid zatarally, and without ſtraining. 
to do that which is good and righteous) we diſcover 
« here a very eminent Object of our Faith, wiz, this 
« divine Power, by the Help ' whereof we are to be 
« wrought up into this happy Condition of a living 
c inward Righteouſneſs, that is as near to us as our 
« own Souls, and is the Life and Spirit of our Soul, as 
« our Soul is of our Body. And thus are we made juſt 
« by Faith, as I have elſewhere intimated, viz; by Faith 
& in the Power of God, whereby he is able to raiſe Jeſus 
« Chriſt from the Dead in us, or what is all one, 
„ whereby he is able to make the ſpiritual aac grow 
ce in our withered and barren Wombs, and to bring to 
« paſs in us that, by his aſſiſting Grace, which, would 
never have come to pals by the mere Strength of Na- 
« ture. This, I ſay, is a very eminent and highly con- 
“ ſiderable Object of our Chriſtian Faith. And the 
«© Want of this Faith the Prophet may ſeem to com- 
« plain of, in a myſtical Senſe, when he ſays, ho 
« has believed our Report? Or to whom is the Arm of the 
« Lord revealed? That is, Men are very flow to believe 
«* that the Power of God in Chriſt is ſo efficacious as 
it is to caſt down every ſtrong Hold of Satan, and 
8 e to 
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to kill and lay the Body of Sin in us, that the Spi- 
« rit of Righteouſneſs may be revived and reſtored n 
4 us,” 

Hence it is evident, that they who have divine an 
for the Object of their Faith, alſo believe in the im- 
mediate Preſence of the divine Spirit, from whom that 
Power is derived ; and ſuch as do ſo believe, fee it their 
Duty to wait in Humility and Reverence for the freſh 
Viſitations of the holy Spirit to influence their Souls, 


and operate upon them, in order for their Redemption 


from Evil, by Virtue of that Spirit and Power, the im- 
mediate Preſence and Operation whereof _ wait to 
co- operate with. 

This holy Spirit, the eternal Word, which was before 
Words were, is the inſpeaking Word which was in the 


Beginning. Not the holy :Scriptures 3 tbey were dic- 


tated by that Mord mentioned in Deut. xxx. 14. But the 
Word is very nigh unta4hee, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart 


that thou mayeſt do it. Which is very plain and ex- 


preſſive; it is placed in che Heart, or Soul, in order 
to be obſerved. 

This Word is the Light which enlightneth every one 
that cometh into the World, which Light is the Life 
of the Souls of Men, as it both inſpires and illuminates 
them, and immediately reveals unto them what is ac- 
ceptable unto God; ſeeing what is to be known of God, 
is manifeſt within, by the Word, Spirit, or Light with- 
in, which is a divine Preacher, whoſe Sound 1s univerſal, 
having gone, and ſtill is going, or ſounding in all Souls 
throughout the Earth. 

In pag. 44, Our Opponent has the following Note, 
If the Mind be as perceptive of the Impreſſions made 
ec — upon it by the Spirit, as of thoſe con- 
« veyed to it oy the Mediation of the Senſes, we could 
«<< no more avoid percetving the immediate Illumination 
<« of the Spirit, than that of the Sun when our Eyes are 
open. For the Quakers then to ſay we have all ſuch 
& an immediate Light or Teacher within us, when we 
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« are experimentally aſſur'd we have not, is as fooliſh 
& as if they ſhould tell a Man he has the Light of the 
« Sun within him, and may, in the darkeſt Night, ſee 
Ce 2 Objects it he will, as clearly as at Noon- 
CC iy.“ 0 
Me need not fcruple to ſay, that our Opponent, with- 
out any Heſitation, directly declares himſelf an Unbe- 
liever in that Light which enlightens every Man that 
comes into the World; and by this he plainly rejects the 
holy Spirit of Chriſt, who claims the Heart, or Soul of 
Man to dwell in: But we do not chuſe to be tedious, 
therefore ſhall requeſt that he would be ſo kind as folidly 
to conſider the Sentiments of the following Authors 
which we here think fit *o preſent him with, But before 
we proceed any farther, we cannot help remarking, that 
as Man is an intelligent free Agent, and endowed with 
the Liberty and Power of chuſing or refuſing, he may 
therefore either regard or diſregard the In. ining of the 
holy Spirit as he pleaſes ; juſt as a Man may either open 
his Eyes to receive, or ſhut them againſt the Light of 
the elementary Sun. | 

Pleaſe to hear the learned and pious Archbiſhop of 
Cambray in his Treatiſe on the Being and Attributes of 
God, Sect. 58. * Tis the primitive, Truth that lights 
« all Minds, by communicating itſelf to them. As the 
« ſenſible Sun in the Firmament lights all Bodies; fo 
« the Sun of Intelligence lights all Minds. The Sub- 
« ſtance of a Man's Eye is not the Light: On the con- 
« trary, the Eye borrows every Moment the Light 
& from the Rays of the Sun. Juſt in the ſame Manner, 
« my Mind is not the primitive Reaſon, or univerſal and 
« immutable Truth; but only the Organ thro' which 
« that original Light paſſes, and which is lighted by it. 
«« There is a Sun of Spirits that lights them far better 
« than the viſible Sun lights Bodies, This Sun of 
« Spirits gives us, at once, both its Light, and the 
Love ot it, in order to ſeek it. That univerſal Light 
« diſcovers and I all Objects to our Minds; 
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© nor can we judge of any Thing but by it; juſt as 
* droge diſcern any Body but by the Rays of the 
Sun.“ >4. 

As to the Illumination of the Underſtanding,” ſays 
Hales in his Treatiſe on the Virtues of the Magnet, 
s certainly what the Sun is to the ſentient Eye, that, 
« and much more is Almighty God to the Mind of 
«© Man. Pal. xxxvi. 9. In thy Light we ſhall ſee Light, 
John i. 9. This is the true Light that enlighleneth every 
« Man that cometh into the World.” | 

«« The holy Spirit, (ſays Monro in his Juſt Meaſures of 
the pious Inſtitution of Youth, pag. 344 and 345, Part 
2C.) C ſpeaks inwardly and immedtately to the Soul; for 
« God is a Spirit, the Soul is a Spirit, and they converſe 
« with one another in Spirit, not by Words, but by. ſpiritual 
&« Notices, which however are more intelligible than the moſt 
* eloquent Strains in the World, God makes himſelf to be 
« heard by the Soul by inward Motions, which it perceives 
* and comprebends, proportionably as it is voided and emptied 
« of earthly Ideas; and the more the Faculties of the Soul 
« ceaſe their own Operations, ſo much the more ſenſible 
« and more intelligible are the Motions of God io it. Theſe 
« immediate Communications of God with the Souls of 
Men are denied and derided by a great many; but 
« that the Father of Spirits ſhould have no Converſe 
« with our Spirits, but by the Intervention only of out- 
« ward and foreign Objects, may juſtly ſeem ſtrange ; 
« eſpecially when we are ſo often told in holy Scrip- 
« ture, that we are the Temples of the holy Ghoſt, and 
* that God dwells in all good Men: And why the holy 
« Spirit's ſpeaking inwardly to the Souls of Men, his 
40 11 teaching and working in them imme- 
« diately, ſhould be treated in Ridicule, and be made 
« a Subject of Drollery and Jeſt, I know no Reaſon, 
cc but that Men are ſo ſunk into Earthlineſs and Car- 
« nality, that they have quite loſt all Senſe and Reliſh 
« of divine and ſpiritual Things, and therefore _ 
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« fit to deny, what by Reaſon of their Indiſpoſition and 
& Liftleſne/s they can have no Experience of.“ 
What thoſe learned and pious Authors laſt cited, viz. 


Hales, Fenelon Archbiſhop of Cambray, and Monro, 
plainly and freely confeſs to, we readily join with, and 


firmly adhere to; ſincerely believing that divine In- 


ſpiration, Illumination, and immediate objective Re- 
velation, is the alone Baſis or Foundation oſ the true 
Chriſtian Religion, and all the proper Relatives of it. 

But as our preſent Subject is — of Baptiſm, or the 
true Chriſtian Diſcipleſhip, we do not chuſe to digreſs 
from it; and therefore ſhall haſten to a Concluſion, 
only deſiring that our Opponent would be ſo kind as to 
lend his utmoſt Attention to that notable and felf.evi- 
dent Text of Scripture, Eph. iv. 5. One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptiſm. 1 ä 

Now the only Queftion is, whether Water or Spirit 

all have the Preference; the Creature, or the Creator? 

But unleſs Water can either beget or convey Power to 
purify, cleanſe and ſanctity the Soul, it muſt give Way 
to the Spirit ; for in the Spirit is Power, and whoever 
believes therein, and co- operates therewith, will witneſs 
a being Baptized or diſcipled thereiato, by Virtue of 
the Power thereof. 

Now as there is buy: one Baptiſm allowed, and we 
do not contend for arfy more, therefore if 'we duly con- 
ſider the Nature of that Commiſſion given by Chriſt 
to his Diſciples, Mat. xxviii. 19. which was to be the 
alone Baptiſm to the End of the World, it will very 
evidently appear that it was not Mater - Baptiſm which 
they were to adminiſter in diſcipling the Nations, as 
our Opponent very frequently, but groundlefly, inſinu. 
gies. | 

Let it never be forgotten by any profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity, what Chriſt told and promiſed his Diſciples, viz. 
For be dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. John xiv. 17. 
So that whoever duly attends to this Promite, and 
lincerely believes the tulfilling of it, muſt conſequently 
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confeſs that the Appearance and Preſence of Chriſt is 
noto inviſible, in Spirit and Power. 

As the Kingdom of Chriſt is inviſible and ſpiritual, 
ſuch is his Government, and ſuch his real Subjects and 
Diſciples muſt be. N. at 

But the LORD is that Spirit which we have ſo often 
mentioned and recommended in theſe Remarks, and the 
Power thereof the only proper Object of every true or 
real Chriſtian's Faith, and by which alone they can be 
ſavingly Baptized, or made real Diſciples of Chriſt. 
Thus we apprehend that the bleſſed Influence and 
Operation of the holy Spirit, and the Co-operation of 
the Spirit of Man therewith, is the alone Way to be Bap- 
tixed, or Dipped, into the. Spirit and Power of Jefus, 
which we call Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt ; and from 
hence proceed thoſe Fruits of the Spirit, mentioned by 
the Apoſtle in Gal. v. 22, 23, 24, 25. But the Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Gooaneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance : Againſt ſuch there 
is no Thaw. And they that are Chriſts, have crucified the 
Fleſh with the Afettions and Luſts, If we live in the 
Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit. So ſhall we have the 
Spirit of Chriſt, the promiſed Comforter, to be our 
Guide and Principle in Religion, and the ſaving Power 
thereof for the Object of our Faith, Adoration, and 
Worſhip ; which God of his infinite Mercy grant may 
ever be the Choice of all intelligent Beings, | 
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T HIS Author, pag. 111, lays down his Prin- 


ciples of Unchriſtianing all who are not, or have 
not been baptized with Water, for, ſaith he, 
*« fince it appears that Water-baptiſm was inſtituted by 


* Chriſt himſelf, for a perpetual Rite of diſcipling the 


« World to the holy Trinity, or in other Words, for 
mak ing them Chri/tians, and ſealing, over to them the 
«« Bleſſings and Privileges of theGoſpe], we may ſafely 
& conclude the Quakers are not true Chriſtians, and have 
„ not a Title to thoſe Bleſſings and Privileges, i. e. 
« have not a Right to the Merits of Chriſt's Mediation, 
nor conſequently of Salvation through him ul mean 
« they have not a Covenant Right to them, or a Right 
* by virtue of any Goſpel Promiſe.”  #* e189 "09 
Thus he makes the Clergy the Keepers of the Seals of 
Heaven, and the Diſpenſers of the Covenant Right of 
the Merits of Chriſt's Death; and it is their Intereſt to 
have it ſo, while they can make the People believe they 
are, or ought to be the only Diſpenſers of it; whereby 
they may ſecure to themſelves not only the Authority: 
but the Profit; for they will do little or nothing without 
being paid for it, and they make themſelves ſuch ne- 
ceflary Inſtruments in the Work of Salvation, that it 
cannot go forward without them. . 
But we think that this is an «/urped Authority, which 
they aſſume to themſelves, from Jeſus Chriſt the glorious 
| : Saviour 
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Saviour of the World, and as we deny his Afertion and 
Concluſion therefrom, and think the contrary. is proved 
in the foregoing Pages, viz. that Water-baptiſm was 
c not inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf for a perpetual Rite of 
«« diſcipling the World to the holy Trinity, or in other 
„ Words, for making them Chriſtians.” To what muſt 
we attribute this Author's hard Cenſures ? whether to 
the Blindneſs and Darkneſs of his Ming, his Superſtition, 
or Prejudice of Education, or-hys Intereſt, that; he ſhould 
Grebe, that all whe have undt bees Baptized with 
ater by a Prieſt, for ſo their Liturgy calls him, (tho 
we know no ſuch Officer under the Goſpel, they being 
under the Law Sacrificers, not Preachers; neither do we 
know of any ſo called in the New-Teſtament, in a direct 
and literal Senſe, but figuratively only,) who by an Or- 
dination of Men (which Ordination remains to be proved 
a Goſpel Inſtitution) pretends to have received what he 
calls the Office of a Miniſter of Chriſt ? I fay that ſuch, 
according to him, who have not received this Ceremony 
at his Hand, have not a Right to the Merits of Chriſt's 
Mediation, nor conſequently of Salvation through him, 
Buy which it ſhould ſeem, that Faith in, and Obedience 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and the Manifeſtations of his holy Spirit, 
which is the principal Means whereby Regeneration, or 
the Work of the new Birth in order to Salvation is brought 
to paſs, is made ſubſervient to the Prieſt in his pretended 
prieſtly Office of Water-baptiſm, and cannot be effected 
without it; notwithſtanding at the ſame Time, he that 
adminiſtersit may be a ſinful and wicked Perſon : How 
. unreaſonable and inconſiſtent is it to ſuppoſe that Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great Miniſter of the Goſpel of Salvation to 
Mankind, ſhould commit any Qrdinance to ſinful Men, 
who for filthy Lucre's Sake, or other Self-ends, may 
have it in their Power to prevent the great End of his 
Coming, his Sufferings, Death and Reſurrection, the 


Diſpenſation or beſtowing his Grace and Gift of the 
holy Spirit to Salvation ? All theſe, according to him, 
may be made of none Effect through the — ger, 
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ing or refuſing Water-baptiſm, or through the Neg- 
left of the Childrens Parents, of which they may be 
altogether ignorant : How inconſiſtent 1s this with the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the great God in ſending his 
Son to die for us? according to Fobn iii. 15. That who- 
ſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal 
Life ; and this is not to be brought to paſs, but thro? 
Faith in his Power or Name, as it was in the Caſe of 
the lame Man, As iii. 16. who was healed of his 
Bodily Infirmity by Faith in his Name, or the Faith which 
is by him; and ſo every one who is healed ſpiritually, it 
is by Faith in the ſame Power, for with the Heart Man 
believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion 
is made unto Salvation, according to the Apoſtle, Rom. 
x. 10. 

Let us now examine what this Wonder -working Ce- 
remony, viz. Water-Baptiſm is, without which (according 
to this Author) Children and Men are excluded the Be- 
nefit of Chriſt's Mediation, and conſequently of Salva 
tion through him; which if it ſhall appear, either that 
Infants are not proper Objects of, or the Prieſt cannot 

rove himſelf a Miniſter of Chriſt, or this Rite cannor 
proved an Ordinance of Chriſt, then all their Pre- 
tences in the Uſe of this Ceremony are of none Effect. 

For although we conclude the Compilers of the Ser- 
vice of the Church of England were devout Men, and 
ſincere according to that Degree of Knowledge they had 
then received, yet conſidering that it was but the dawn- 
ing of the Day of Reformation, and but as it were the 
Twilight of that Day, itis no Wonder, that they did 
not ſee Things ſo clearly, but did retain ſome Things 
which too much ſavour'd of the Errors of that Church 
from which they ſeparated: So in the Miniſtration of the 
publick Water-Baptiſin of Infants, we conceive they have 
taken ſome Things upon Truſt without due Examina- 
tion and Proof, and have followed too much the Ex- 
ample of the corrupt Churca of Rome, though they 
might reform ſome of the groſſeſt Errors; for ft, rad 
ays 
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ſay, ſpeaking to the Congregation, cc Dearly Beloved, 


© foraſmuch as all Men are conceived and born in 
© Sin, and that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, none can enter 
<« into the Kingdom of God except he be regenerate 
& and born anew of Water and of the holy Ghoſt,” —— 
whereby they ſuppoſe two Things, 1#. that Children 


are born in Sin (which will be further conſidered here- 


after,) and 2dly, that none can enter into the Kingdom 
of God except he be regenerate and born anew of Water 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; whereby it ſhould ſeem, that they 
believe the Performance of this Ceremony to be that 
Regeneration which Chyiſts ſpeaks of in the Text, John 
in. 3. Except a Man be born again (or from F above as in 
the Margin) be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, or elle 
they prevaricate and would make the People believe fo, 
that ſo they might be at Eaſe under their Miniſtry and 


reſt ſecure, as tho* through this Ceremony ſpiritual Re- 


generation was effected, which is a dangerous Error. 


For 2dly, in their ſecond Prayer they ſay, Al- 


ce mighty and Immortal God we call upon thee for 
c this Infant, that he coming to thy holy Baptiſm may 
<« receive Remiſſion of his Sins by ſpiritual Regenera- 
* tion,” and again further in another Prayer they ſay, 
Grant that whoſoever is here dedicated to thee by our 
« Office and Miniſtry, may alſo be endued with hea- 
c venly Virtues, and everlaſtingly rewarded.” Here in the 
firſt Place is an Invocation of the Almighty, that the 
Infant may receive Remiſſion of his Sins by ſpiritual Re- 
generation; and in the ſecond, that it may be by Yirtue 
of the Prieſt's Office and Miniſtry, that the Child may re- 
ceive theſe heavenly Virtues : But how or when the Child 
ſinned he knows as little, as of the Virtues conveyd to it 

by his Office or Miniſtry. 
This 
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d, | This is however highly exalting the Prieſt's Office and 
in } Miniſtry among the People, and ſavours too much of a 
er Doctrine of that Church they ſeparated from, viz. 
te that their Sacraments a he Grace; and how far they 
deſerve the Reproof Chriſt gave to ſome formerly, who 
taught A* Dectrines the Commandments of Men, we ſhall 
leave all to conſider. | 
But there ſeems to be an Inconſiſtency in their Doc- 
trine, for whereas they ſay, as above quoted, that all 
Men are conceived and born in Sin.“ And in the 
Exhortation upon the Words of the Goſpel, + Beloved, 
« ye hear in this Goſpel the Words of our Saviour 
« Chriſt, that he commanded the Children to be 
brought unto him; how he blamed thoſe that would 
„ © have kept them from him, how he exhorted all Men 
1 „ to follow their Innocency.” It ſhould ſeem a Con- 
tradiction that they ſhould be Guilty and Innocent at the 
ſame time; and it is the Guilt of Sin that they pretend 
to waſh away by this Ceremony. 
r Again in the Prayer which begins, ©* Almighty ever- 
„living God, whoſe moſt dearly beloved Son Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, for the Forgiveneſs of our Sins did ſhed out 
„of his moſt precious Side both Water and Blood. 
" i © Regard, we beſeech thee, the Supplications of thy 
- © © Congregation, ſanctify this Water to the myſtical 
% waſhing away of Sin, and grant that this Child, now 
eto be baptized therein, may receive the Fulneſs of thy 
& Grace,” | 75 | 4 
Here are two Cauſes evidently aſſign'd for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins very different one from the other, and 
I hope our Adver/arys will not ſay the firſt is not effec- 
tual without the latter, to the. Derogation of the Merits 
of Chriſt's one Offering, Heb. x. 12, For by one Offers 
ing be hath perfected for ever them that are ſanflifyd, Or, 
in this Invocation of the Almighty ever living God, —10 
ſanfify this Water to the myſtical waſhing away of Sin, 
Do they ſuppoſe, that by this Ceremony, material ele- 
OE mentary 
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,mentary Water can be tranſubſtantiated into. ſpiritualſſi 


Water, to anſwer the End of ſpiritual Regeneration as 
above,” which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Titus ii. 5, 6, 
Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of Rege. 
'neration and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he Shed oy 
us abundantly, through Feſus. Chriſt our Saviour. Or az 
the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks reſpecting this inward Work of 
cleanſing the Heart, Colof. ii. 11, 12, In whom alſo y 
are circumciſed with the Circumciſion made without Hand, 
in putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh by the Cir. 
cumciſion of Chriſt, buried with him in Baptiſm, where 
ye are alſo riſen with him through the Faith of th: Opera. 
tion of God. Which Faith, ſo neceſſary for Men to re. 
ceive for the ſaving their Souls, how Infants can receive, 
is a Myſtery indeed too hard to be ſolved, 2 
zdly. After the Child is baptized (as they call it) and 
ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, which is a Popiſb Ce. 
remony which they have retained, whereat many are 
offended, they lay, „ ſeeing now=——that this Child i 
«regenerate, and grafted into the Body of Chriſt! 
«« Church, let us give thanks to Almighty God for 
ce theſe Benefits. They proceed to Fre Thanks thus, 
cc We yield thee hearty Thanks, moſt merciful Father, 
« that it hath pleaſed thee to regenerate this Infant with 
<- thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own Child by 
& Adoption, and to incorporate him into thy holy 
« Church.” | TRL * 
Thus the Work is done, and the Child regenerate, 
as they would make the People believe, and they ſup- 
poſe that this Infant who was in a loſt State, or State of 
Condemnarion before, is now in a State of Bleſſedneſs or 
Salvation; and the Prieſt hath the Aſurance to approach 
The Almighty with this Church Ceremony, and return 
him Thanks therefore; though it does not appear how 


this Child was before guilty of Sin, nor how it could be 


cleanſed (it it were ſo) by any thing which they have 
| done, 
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all done, and become regenerate, nor can it in any wiſe be 
as reaſonably interred, as we apprehend. „ . | 
6, And it is very obſervable, that theſe Children thus 
c-Ybaprized (or rather ſprinkled) with Water, which they 
. would ſeem to account regenerate, are as bad and wicked 
when they grow up, as thoſe who never came under 
axthis Ceremony perform'd by the Prieſt ; which ſhews 
ofthe little Effect it really has, notwithſtanding all their 
„ Pretences and pompous Expreſſions, which would lead 
/ ſome to think, that it is only the outward and vi/ible 
„s (the one of the two Parts of which their Sacra- 
ments conſiſt, as they ſay in their Catechiſm) without 
a the inward and ſpiritual Grace attending it: But it is 
e. quite otherwiſe with thoſe who have been really bap-. 
6 tized by the waſhing of ſpiritual Regeneration, which 
ve contend for, and have known the renewing Power of 
dche Holy Ghoſt upon their Hearts; for this every true 
+ © Believer experiences to be the Work of Time, and much 
re Labour, and Sorrow, and Watchfulneſs, and is not ſo 
b Meaſily and quickly performed. 3 
Bat the Miſchief and Inconvenience herein is, (the Ef- 
x fects whereof are to be lamented as being too viſible,) 
chat the People fir down contented with this Ceremony 
t, and Performance of Men's Inventions, thus ſpeciouſly | 
þ dreſs'd up with the Words of Scripture, and think the 
J 
1 


Work is done for them, when it is to be feared, they 
are altogether ignorant of the Work of the True Bap- 
tiſm, whereby their Hearts muſt be changed, before 
e, Wiiey can find Acceptance with God or an Admittance 
„ Minto his Kingdom; for having their Expectations raiſed 
f Jof receiving heavenly Benefits, and Regeneration, thro' 
this Office and Miniſtry of Men, they are thereby at 
Eaſe from ſeeking real Regeneration from ,Chrilt Jeſus, 
through his Spirit, (whereby alone it is to be witneſſed) 
hich will prove a very great Damage and Deception 
o ſuch who rely upon it tor Salvation; and thus the 
dutward and viſible Sign, or ceremonial Part of Reli- 
= P 2 gion, 
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ion, being too much reſted in, comes in time to. ſwal- 
2 up the Subſtance of it, and this, it is to be feared, 
is the State of too many. 1 

We ſhall next enquire into the Doctrine of the ſinful 
State of Children in their Infancy, and how they make 
it appear by Scripture or otherwiſe, arid ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew that the contrary to this Doctrine is true, 
both from Scripture and Reaſon, and that Children dy- 
ing in their Infancy, having committed no Sin, are in a 
State of Acceptance with God ; for as for their Terms, 
or Diſt inctions of original and actual Sin, we deny them; 
and then if it can be made appear, that there is no original 
Sin, or Sin derived to us, either from Adam, or our 
immediate Parents, then down goes the Neceſlity of 
Infant Baptiſm, which the Aſſerters of this Doctrine 

(many of them for their Intereſt it is to be feared, or 
other By- ends) make ſuch a Pother about. (a) 

As to what they aſſign for their Reaſon in the En- 
trance of their Office of Baptiſm, from P/alms li. 5, 
as we ſuppoſe, that all Men are concetved and born 
in Sin, it does not follow from the Words, that what 
is there ſpoken relates to the Infant, but rather to the 
Mother ; (as has been before * obſerved ) for though the 
Pſalmiſt ſays, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did 
my Mother conceive me, It does not therefore follow, 
that his Mother conceived him a Sinner, neither is it 
poſſible ſo to conclude, if we conſider who it is that is 

: the 
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(a) If the Reader defires further Satisfaction, (from others contrary 10 ut 
in ſome Pointr) as to the Doctrine of original Sin, we recommend v0 his Fe. 
ruſal the third Diſſertation in Stackhouſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, his Body of 
Divinity under that Article; to the Preface to Whitby's Treatiſe concerning 
original Sin, pag. 17, 18, 19 20; to the fifth Chapter of that Treatiſe, wherem 
he diſcuſſes thoſe Texts which are produced as Authorities for that Doctrine; 
and to the eighth Chapter, where in pag. 252, he ſays, ©: This is what ve 
© contend for, that the Catholick Church did net always conclude the firſt 
« Tranſereſſton war ſo imputed to all, as to involve them as ſoon as born, 
« under the Guilt of Sin properly ſo called, make them the Children of Wrath, 
*« or liable to eternal Separation from God And indeed that whole 
Treatiſe is well worthy a ſerious Peruſal by thoſe who deſire to know the 
rrus Ground of the Propagation of that erroneous Doctrine. And for Tnfailt 
Baptiim, (ee the ſaid Preface, From gag. 16, 30. * 

Barclays Apoiog. Tropoſ. 4. Sift, 3. pag. 106, ſixth Edition. 
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Soul that ſinnetb ſhall die. And therefore as all Souls are 
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the Maker and Creator of us all, and that. his Works 


are perfect, that is, without Sin. | 

It is true it has been a received Doctrine by ſome in 
the Night of Apoſtacy, and though it may ſeem to have 
ſome great Names in Antiquity to patronize (5) it, 
and it may appear ſtrange to ſome to ſee it impugned; 
yet it grew up in a time when Darkneſs was overſpread- 
ing the Churches, and other Errors, amongſt the reſt, 
that of abſolute unconditionable Predeſtination, were 
broached, for the Smoak of the bottomleſs Pit then be- 
gan to darken the Sun and Air. 

Let us hear what the Prophets under the Old Teſta- 
2 have declared in the Name or Authority of the 

ord. | 
Feremiah xxxi. 29. They ſhall ſay no more, the Fathers 


- bave eaten a ſower Grape, and the Childrens Teeth are ſet 


on Edge; but every one ſhall die for his own Iniquity, eve 

Man that eateth the ſower Grape his Teeth ſhall be ſet on 
Edge. Thereby plainly intimating, that he only who 
committed the Sin ſtood charged with it in the Sight 


of God, and that no Man was to be condemned for the 


Sin of another. 

Ezekiel xviii. 2.— What mean ye that ye uſe this 
Proverb ?—The Fathers have eaten ſower Grapes, and the 
Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge. Verſe 3. As I live 


ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not have Occaſion to uſe this Pro- 


verb in 1ſrael.——— Verſe 4. Behold all Souls are mine, as 
the Soul of the Father, ſo alſo the Soul of the Son is mine, the 


the 


_Y — —— 


Y Voſſius in his Hiſtory of Pelag ianiſm aſſures us, that the whole Catho« 
lick Church war always of the Opinion, That the Guilt of Adam's Sin was 
imputed tC his Pofterity to their Condemnation, ſo that Children dying 
therein, were conſign'd to everlaſting Puniſhment, at leaſt to an everlaſt- 
ing Separation from God, And to confirm this Aſſertion he quotes a Mul. 
ritude of Paſſages out of almoſt all the Doctors of the Greek Church. Tay- 
lor and Whitby, and ſome other Writers upon this Argument, produce 1 

Teſtimony of the ſame Fathers, to evince the very contrary Poſition; ſo" that 
there is no depending upon any thing where Authors are ſo inconfiſtent with 
— and ſo repugnant to one another, Whitaker de Hecato orig, 

6. 3} k * *. * , 
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the Lord's, no Soul can be contaminated, ſo as to con- 
tract any Guilt, by the Act of another, but by his own 
Act and Conſent only. . 

And in the New Teſtament, Matt. xviii 3. Jeſus ſaid, — 
Except ye be converted and become as little Children, ye ſhall 
not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Chap. xix. 14. Jeſus 
ſaid, ſuffer little Children and forbid them not to come unto 
me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, thereby de- 
claring their Innocency ; and Paul ſpeaking of the Chil- 
dren of Believers, 1 Cor. vii. 14. lays, 1hey are holy. 
And it does not appear there was any ſuch Ceremony 
then in uſe for Infants by any Scripture Teſtimony. 

Thus it ſeems plain, that under the Old Covenant Diſ- 

xenſation Children in their Infancy and Innocency were 
in a State of Acceptance with God, and much more un- 
der the New, by that one Offering, viz. the propitia- 
tory Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, in which he offered up 
himſelf an Offering of a ſweet ſmelling Savour to God 
for the Reconciliation of Mankind. | 

If we enquire into the Reaſon of the Thins, it cannot 
conſiſt with the divine Attributes, viz. God's Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, to condemn thoſe who are in- 
nocent forthe Act of another, that is, that Children ſhould 
be in a State of Eternal Damnation by reaſon of Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion. For 1ſt. Can there be any Law to In- 
fants who have no Capacity of Underſtanding ? 2d. Can 
any Tranſgreſſion be laid to their Charge againſt whom 
their is no Law? The Apoſtle ſays, I here no Lacy is, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion, Rom. iv. 15. And indeed it is 
contrary to the Prudence of Men, who publiſh the Law 
they would have obey'd, before they puniſh any for the 
Breach of it: Aud ſhall not the Fudge of all the Earth 
do rigb:? Gen. xviii. 25. Shall he fall beneath' the 
common Prudence and Juſtice of Men, his Creatures, 
and condemn the Innocent? Surely No! 

Having thus laid aſide the dark Natians of the 
Prieſts Doctrine of Water Baptiſm, I ſhall conclude 

I | & with 


( r17 } . 
with a Quotation out of Biſhop Hopkins Sermons of 
ohn iii. 5, concerning ſpiritual Regeneration. 
& To be born of Water and the Spirit may denote 
« to us the manner of the Spirit's Proceeding in the 
& Work of Regeneration; Except a Man be born of 
& Vater and the Spirit, —That is, except he be renew- 
« ed by the Holy Ghoſt working as Water, leaving the 
* ſame Effect upon the Soul in cleanſing and purify- 
e ing of it from finful Defilements, as Water doth u 
« on the Body in waſhing off contracted Dirt and Filth: | 
„Nor indeed is this manner of Expreſſion ſtrange to | 
« the holy Scripture-z for Jabn Baptiſt,” Matt. iii 11. | 
ce ſpeaking of Chriſt, tells them, that He aud baptize 
« them with the Holy Gboſt and with Fire. That is, he 


&« ſhould baptize them. with the Holy Ghoſt working 
ce as Fire; for as Fire eats out and conſumes the Rult 

c and Droſs of Mettals, | ſo. thoſe that are baptized 

c with the Spirit are as it were plunged into the Hea- = 
« venly Flame, whoſe ſearching Energy devours |} 
all their. Droſs, Tin, and baſe. Allay. So then, 
« here allo, to be born of Water and the Spirit, may 

« be no more than to be born of the Spirit purifying 

ce the Soul, even as Water purifies the Body; ſo vari- 

e ouſly is the Efficiency of the Holy Ghoſt in the Work 

of Regeneration expreſſec in Scripture Language, it 

&« conſumes our Droſs as Fire, and waſheth off our Filth 

& as Water.” Nn 
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Robert Barclay's Apology written by himſelf in Latin, the 2d Edition 
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Chriſt, George # | itehead, hiſtorically relating his Experience, Mini- 
ſtry, Sufferings, Trials and Service, in defence of the Truth, & God's 
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The Life and Poſthumous Works of Richard (laridge, being e- 
moirs and Manuſcripts relating to his Experiences and Progreſs in Re- 
ligion : His Changes in Opinion, and Reaſons for them: with Ellays 
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bers. Collected by Foſepb Beſſe, price 55. | 

A Defence of 0+24-yiſm, or, an Anſwer to a Book intituled a Pre. 
ſervative againſt Quakeriſm; written by Puricł Smith, M. a. and Vicar 
as he ſtiles himſelt, of Great Paxton in HZuntingtonſbire. With an Ap» 
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A vindication of the Doctrine of Baptiſm, as held by the People called 
Quakers ; in anſwer to Philip Bedinghtields Pampblets, eſpecially thi called 
4 Letter 10 2 Quaker in Norfolk: wherein bis Arguments for W4:* Bap. 
tiſm are enerutted : His miſtaken Notions concerning the Bap iſm of the 
Spirit, deteel : And bis expoſetion of ſundry Texts of Scriptuwe refuted: 
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ple called Quakers, Written in Teftimony to the preſent Diſpenſation 
of God, through them to the World; that Prejudices may be removed, 
the Simple informed, the Vell-inclined encouraged, and the Truth and 
its Innocent Friends rightly repreſented. by V. Penn. Price 15. 

An account of V. Penns Travels in Holland and Germany, for the 
Servic e of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; by way of Journal. Containing allo 
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; land, with an Appendix thereto ; to which is added, A Defence of 
ſome other Principles held by the People called Quakers, in which t 
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Sacred Hiſtory ; or the Hiſtorical Part of the Holy Scriptures of the 
OLD Teſtament, digeſted into due Method, with reſpe& to Or- 
der of Time and Place; with ſome Obſervations, tending to Illuſtrate 
the (me; with a Table to the whole, by Thomas Ellwood. Price 11 5, 

Sacred Hiſtory; or the Hiftorical Part of the Holy Scriptures of the 
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A Journal, or H ſtorical Account of the Life, Travels, Sufferings 
Chriſtian Experiences, and Labour of Love in the ork of the Miniftry 
of that Ancient, Eminent and Faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, George 
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A Collection of many Select and Chriſtian Epiſtles, Letters and Teſti. 
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Goſpel Truth Demonſtrated, in a Collection of Doctrinal Books, Con- 
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The Harmony of Divine and Heavenly Doftrines, demonſtrated in ſundry 
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A Treatiſe concerning the Fear of God; Scripturally recommended unto all 
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A Treatiſe concerning Baptiſm, and the Supper. Sbewing, that the 
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Five Books. by Thomas Fliwood. price 25. 5 4. | 

Merc. covering the Judgment Seat; and Life and Light Triumphing 
over Death and Da:kneſs: In the Lord's Lender Viſitation, and Wond- 
erful LUeliverance, of One that dat in Darkneſs, and in the Region and 
Shadow of Death. . Witneſled unto in cer ain Epiltl-s and LYapers of 
living Experience. by Richard Claridze. price 6 d. 

Lux Evangelica Atreltata, Or a furih:r Teſtimony to the ſufficiency of the 
Light within. Being 4 Reply to Geor e Keith's Cenſure, ia bis Buck, ine 
tizul-4 An account of the Quakzrs Politicks, upon certain paſſages in my 
Book, intituled, Mercy covecing the ſudgmeat-leat, (fc. For the 
clearing of Truth from G. K's Miſrepreſentatims, and jatisfying of ſober 
Enquir rs into the true tate of the Controverſie b tween us. by R. Claridge. 15, 

Anguis Flagellatus; or a Switch for the Snake, Be ng an an/wer 10 the 
third and liſt t dition of the Snake in the Graſs, wherein the author 
Injuſt ice and Falſhopd, both in Quotarion an1 Ster, are diſcovered and ul vi. 
ated; and the Truth Dottyindlly delivered vy us, ated and maintained, in 
oppoſition to his Miſrepreſentation and Perverſion. By joſeph Wi cth, 
30 which is a4 ded, A Supplement, by G. W. price 4s. 

The Clergy-Man's Pretence of Divine Right to Tithes, Fxamined and 
Refut:d, Being 4 full anſwer to W. W's Fourth Letter, in bis Bock, Ins 
tituled, The Clergy 5 Legal Right to Tithes aſſerted. By J. Gratton. 64, 

. A Treatiſe concerning Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. Showing that tle 
true Diſcipl's of Chrift are ſent tu Baptiſe Men into the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; for the carrying on of which, Chriſt is with them; 
and will be, to the End of the World. alſo a few werds concerning the 
Lord's Supper; ſhewing, that thoſe that Sup with him, are in his K ingdom, 
By John Gratton. price 9 d. | 

A Bri-f Con-ordance of the Names and attributes. with ſundry Texts, Res 
lating unto our Blefſed Lord and Saviour Fejus Chrift. Collected out of the 
#cr ptures by John Tomkins. price 4d | | 

The Saints Travel to Spiritual Canaan; wherein are diſcovered ſeverd 
falſe Reſts . ſbort of the true Sviritual coming of Chriſt in his People, with 
4 brief Diſc ve y of what the Coming of Chriſt in & irit is, bo is the along 
true R ſt and cent:r of Spirits, By R. Wilkenſon, the 2d Edition. pr 15, 

A brief account of the Life, Convincement, Suff-rings, Labou s and Tra. 
vels of that faithful Mini ſer of Cb iſt # ſus, Chriſtopher Sto y. pr. 15. 
Some onſidera ions relating to the pr [ſes State of the Chri ian & ligion, 
by A. Arſcott. /n three parts, the ſecond Editimm, price 25 6d | | 

An Eſlay concerning the Reſtoration of Primitive Cht iſt anity, in 2 
conduct truly pious and religious. the 2d Edition. by 7. B aven, pr. 1s 

Th mas Beauen's three Anſwers to T. Chuobs Tract; concerning Hu- 
man Nature. pr. 6d each. | | | 

The ſpiritual worſhip and Service of God exalted ; and acceptably 
* —— only in the Spirit of our Lord ſeſus. by G. Mye 5. pr. gd 

A cColledb ion of ſundry Boots, Epiſtles and Papers witten by James Nai- 
lor, ſome of which were neue bef,re prin ed. Wi h a» impar tal Relation 
of the moſt remarkzble Tranſations of bis Lif , ptice bound 6s. 
Budsand Bloſfums of Piety. with ſome Fruit of the Spirit of Love. 
and Direct ions to the divine Wiſdom, By B A. pr. hound 15. 


BOOKS Printed and Sold, &c. 


vindiciæ Veritatis: Or an Occaſional Defence of the Principles, aud 
practices of the People called Quakers ; In Anſwer 10 a Treatiſe of Joha 
ctillingfleet's, miſcalled, Scaſonable Advice co..cerning Quakeriſm, Ge. 
by Daniel Chillips, M. D. price 15. 64. | | 

The Chriſtian - Quaker, and his divine Teſtimony, Rated and vindi. 
cated, from Scripture, Reaſon aad Authority. by . Penn. price 4. 

P'ety Promoted, in a Colleſtion of the Dying Savings of many of the People 
called Quak;rs, wich 4 Brief account of ſome of their Labours in the Goſygl, 
and jufferings for the (ame, In three Parts by John Tomkins, price 
bound us. each Part. * 
piety Promote], in 4 Collect ion of Dying-Sayings of many of the Peg» 
ple c4/'d4 Quakers. with ſome Memorials of their Yizeuous Lives. in 
he ns price bound 1 s, each Volume. 

PErſecution expoſed in ſume Memoir of the Sufferings of John Whit» 
ing aud many antient eminent Frieuds. price 3 8. | 

Sai ts perfect Freedom. By John M ebſfer price 61, 

The Arraignment of Popery. Being a Colle d ion taken out of the 
Chronicles. and other Books of the ſtate of the Church in the primitive 
Times. I. The ſtate of the Papiſt, how long it was before the Univerſal 
Pope and Maſs was ſet up; and che bringing in of Rudiments, Tradi- 
tions, Reads, Images, Purgatory, 1 ythes and Inquiſitions. If. A 
Relation ot the Cruelties they acted after the 7oje got up, being worte 
than Tu , and Hen; Nm Rome proving like 014, III. What the 
People of E gl 111 worihipped he ore they were Chriſtians. IV. To 
which is added, the Blood of the  vartyrs is the See1 of the Church, 
With ſeveralother Things very profitable for all that fear Go l, to read, 
try and give Judgment by the Spirit of Cruth, againſt the Worlhip of 
the Beaſt and whore, price hound 15. 6d 

Fruits of a Fathec's Love: Being the Advice of William Penn to h's 
Children ; re'at ng tothe r c vil and religious Conduct. written” oc, 
cafjonall* many Years ago. & now made publ ck for a general good. p. d. 

T. Sp ri of the Martyrs re ived, in 4 brief emp n ious C llection f 
the moſt rema able Paſf ge and living Toft imoni s of the true Churc', Seed 
of Go ', ind {ai:bful Murty's in all Ages co ain in ſcve al Eccl:fi- 
aft ical Hiſtories and Tronological Accounts fte Suce fin of be ns 
Chu ch from the Creati n, the Times fte Fut e, Pat ti:chs, Pr oph21gy 
Cbriſt and bis 4p les. pric? 89. 

A D urnal Speculum, conta n'ng, JI. A pla'nard eaſie method to find 
out theſe things that are moſt uſeſul to be known yearly ; and may ſerve 
as an Almanack of 30 years; and many other things. ſuitable co the 
matter, &c. II. An explanation of we gh: s, money & meaſures, bothſcrip- 
tural & uſual, w'th ſundry tables depending thereon, xc. IT. Some Re- 
mark on Exglan |: or a brief Account of every County, with the Names 
& Dayzof the Market, and the chief Commod tie therein &c, The 
whole confiſting of great Variety. explained by divers Examples, 
the like in all particulars not extant; as by the © ontents does more at 
large appear. Collected by . I chert. price hound 15. 6 4. 

Fruits of Retirement 3 or Miſcellaneous Poems, Moral and Divine : Be- 
ing ſome Letters, Contemplat ions, &c. written on Variety of Subjects; By -+ 
M. Mo lineux, late of Leverpool, deceaſed. price 1 8. 6 d. 


BOOKS Printed and Sold, &c: 


A Journal of the Life, Travels and Sufferings of William Edmund 
feos. price bound 2 s. 

A Brief account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the People called Quakers 
in which their Fundamental Principle, Doctrines, Worſhip, Miniſtry 
and Diſcipline, are plainly declared, to prevent the miſtakes and Perver- 
ſions that Ignorance and Prejudice may make to abuſe the Creduloug 
With a Summary Relation of the former Diſpenſation of God in the 
World, by way of Introduction. By W. Penn. Price bound 15. 

Four Treatiſes of Themas Lawſon Deceaſed. The Firſt, a Mite in- 
to the Treaſuryz being a word to Artiſts, eſpecially Zeptatechnifte, 
the Profeſſors of the Seven Liberal Arts: Shewing what is therein owned 
by the People called Quakers, and what denied by them, Cc. The 
Second, a Treatiſe relating to the Call, Work and VVages of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and of Antichrif, wherein a Teſtimony is both for 
the Former, and againſt the Latter. with ſeveral other things, Third, 
Dagon's fall before the Ark, written Primarily, as a Teſtimony for 
the Lord, his Wiſdom, Creation, Products of his Power, uſeful and 
Neceflary Knowledge, Capacitating people for the concerns of this 
Life. Secondarily, As a Teſtimony againſt the Old Serpent, his fool- 
i ſuneſs with God, his Arts, Inventions, Comedies, or Interludes, Tra 
gedies; Laſcivious Poems, Frivolous Fables, Spoiling Philoſophy, 
taught in Chriſtians Schools, wherein, as in a glaſs, Teachers in Schools 
and Colledges may ſee their concern, neither Chriſtian nor Warrant 
able. Fourth PerTicguarcyica Or, a Treatiſe concerning Baptiſms. where 
unto is added, a diſcourſe concerning the Supper, Bread and Wine, 
called alſo Communion, by Thomas Lawſ;n. price bound 35. 

A New Book for Children to learn in, with many wholeſome Me- 
gitations for them to conſider. with Directions for true Spelling, and 
the Ground of true Reading and Writing of true Engliſh. price 2 d. 

Inſtruct ions for Children and others: by way of QAueſtion and Anſwer 
Demonſtrating to them, how they may come to know God and Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom to know is Life Eternal. by 5. Hunt. price 3 d. | 

A brief Hiſtory of the Voyage of Katharine Evans and Sarah Chee. 
vert, tothe Iſland of Malta, where the Apoſtle Paul ſuffer'd Shipwreck, 
To which is added a ſhort.Relation from George Robinſon, of the Suf- 
Frings which befel him in his Journey to Jeruſalem. pr. bound 1 s 

A Light ſhining out of Darkneſs : Or, Occaſgonal Queries, ſubmitted u 
#he Fudgment of ſuch as would enquire into the true State of things in ou 
Times. the whote Work reviſed by the Author, the Proof's Engliſhed and 
aue mented, with ſundry Material Diſcourſes concerning the Miniſtry, Separ* 
tion, Inſpiration, Scriptures, Humane Learning, Oaths,. Tithes, &C- 
With « brief Apology for the Quakers, that they are not Inconſiſtent with 
Magiſtracy. by an indifferent but Learned Hand. the 3d. Edit. pr. 15. 6d. 

God's ProteFing Providence, Man's ſureſt Help and Defence, in Times 
of the great:ft Difficulty, and moſt eminent Danger. Evidenced in the Re- 
mirkeble Deliverance of Robert Barrow, with divers other Perſons, from 
he devouring Waves of the Sea, among which they ſuffered Shipwrack : and 
aſſo from the crue! Devouring Faws of the Inhumane Canibals of Florida. 
Jaithfully related by one of the Perſons concerned therein, J. Dickenſon. 84. 

A Seripzure Catchiſm for Children, by Ambroſe Rigge. price B. 64. 
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ind. BY Truth's Vindication 3 or, a gentle Stroke to wipe off the foul Aſper- 
zons, falſe Accuſations and Miſrepreſentations, caſt upon the People 
bers of God, called Quakers, both with reſpe& to their Principle, and their 
ſtry Nvay of proſelyting people over to them. by E. Bathurft, price 1 5. 
vere A brief Teſtimony to the great Duty of Prayer; ſhewing the 
Nature and Benefit thereof; to which is added, many Eminent and 
gelect Inftances of God's Anſwer to Prayer: Collected out of the 
Record of Holy Scriptures, by F. Tomkins, one of the People called 
Quakers: With a Poſtſcript by F. F. The Second Edit ion, with Additions. 


ned pe Glorious Brightneſs of the Goſpel- Day, Diſpeiling the Shadows 
The ef the Legal Diſpenſation: and whatſoever elſe of Human Invention 


the Whath been ſuper-added thereunto. Set forth, in ſome Obſervations 
for Wnade on a late Pamphlet called a Divine Treatiſe, (written by way of 
ird, Iz, and pretending to Demonſtrate, according to the Moſaical Phil- 
for Neſophy, that Water-Baptiſm, Impoſition of Hands, and the Commemoration 
and Nof the Death and Paſſion of our ever Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, under 
this the Species of Bread and Wine, were all of them ſuitably and Homo- 
ool- Ngeneally adapted to the preſent imperfect State of Nature, as Man 
[ra N conſiſts of Body, Soul and Spirit.) By Th:mas Elwood. price 16. 

hy, The Works of Samuel Fiſber, in Folio. 

oog Cerinthus and Ebion : Or the Hereſie of Tithing under the Goſpel Des 


ted: in ſome Obſervations upon a Book entituled, An Eſſay concerne 
ay the Divine Right of Tithes: By the Author of the Snake in the Graſs. 

ogether with an Eflay concerning the Firſt Riſe of Tithes: And an 
Eſlay againſt their Divine Right. price 6 4. 


Me- An Abridgment of Euſebius Pamphilius's Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, in twe 
and WParts, Part I. A Compendious Commemoration of the Remarkable 


Chroncligies which are contained in that Famous Hiſtory. Part II. A 
Summary or brief hint of the Twelve Perſecutions ſuſtained by the An- 
ient Chriſtians : with a Compendious Parapbraſe upon the ſame. where= 
unto is added a Catalogue of the Syn9ds and Counſels, which were after 
he days of the Apoſtles; together with a hint of what was decreed ia 
the lame. by William Catin, price 15. 6d 

Muſa Parznetica ; or, a TraQate of Chriſtian Epiſtles, on ſundry 
Occaſions, in Verſe. By VVilliam Maſſey. price 64. | 

A Vindication of Women's Preaching, as well from holy Scripture and an- 
our nt Writings, as from the Parapbraſe ànd Notes of the judiciaus John 
and Locke, on 1 Cor. xi. By Jollah Martin, price 15. 


par» © A New Diſcourſe of Trade, wherein is Recommended, ſeveral weigh 
&c. Wy Points relating to the Companies of Merchants. The Ad of Navi. 
vith Neation, Naturalization of Strangers, And our Woolen Manufatturese 
64. Ide ballance of Trade, Ce. by Sr. Job Child. price bound 2 6. 
mes W The YY rks of the Long Mournful and Sorely Diftr ra \ſaac Pennisg 
Re · ton, whom the Lord in his tender Mercy at length viſited and relieved by 


rom ibe Miniſtry of that Deſpiſed People, called Quakers 3" and i the ſprisgings 
and ef tber Liobt Life and Holy power in him, which they hal wy y and 14. 
ida, ¶ ſulh refified f, and directed bis Mind to, were theſ- things went, ied 
84. Ne publiſhed 35 2 thankful t timony of the goodn: ſs f tue Lord 10 hem, 44 
6 d. Mi" theBenefir of oibers. In two Parts. Price 1254 
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- Nem-F-gl-nd Judged, In two Parts, Firſt, containing a Brief Re. 
lation ot che utterings of the People called Quaters in New- England 
hem the Iime of their Arrival there, in the Year 1656, to 1560 
V her. in thei. Mercileſs Whippings, Chainings, Finings, Impriton. 
ments, Starvings, Burning in the Hand, Cutting off Ears, and putting 
ti Death, with divers other Cruelties, iuflicted npou, the Bodies of in. 
nocent Men and women, only for Conſcience- fake, are briefly deſcrined, 
Second Part, being a tarther Relation of the cruel Sufferings of the 
People called Qu rs in Ne- England, continued from Anno 16660. to 
Anno 1665, Beginning with the Sufferings of Wiliam Leddra, whom 
they put to Death. Publiſhed by George Bi op, in Anno 1661 and 1667 
and now ſomewhat abreviated. -with an Ap;endix, containing the 
Wricings of ſeveral of the Sufferers; with ſome Notes, ſhewing the 
Accompliſhmenr of their Prophecies, and a Poſtſcript of the judgments 
of God, that have be allen. divers of their Perſecutors. Alſo, 4 A 
wer to Cotton Mather's abuſesof the ſaid People, in bis late Hiſtory of 
New - England, printed anno 17c2, price 5s. + 

Sion s 'ravellers comforted, and the Diſobedient warned, In a Cl 
led ĩon of Books and Epiſtles ut that faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
Charles Marſball, price 3 8. | | 

The Harmony of the Old and New Teſtament, and the fullf Ving of the 
Prophets concerning our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, and bis K ingdom 


and Gl:ry in the latter Days; with à Brief Concordance of the Names an 


Attributes &c. given unto Chriſt: and ſome Texts of Scripture ci 
tefed, concerning Chriſt's Humiliation and Sufferings, alſo bis Excelen 
Dignity and Glorification. Publiſhed for the benefit of Chriſtians and jews 
dy Joh Tomkins. with an Appendix to the Jews, by W. Penn, the 34 
dit. with Additions. price 18. | | 
be Enormous gi of Covetouſneſs detected; with its Branches: Frau 
Opprſhon, Lying, Ingratitude, &c. And ſome Propoſals how to eſcape 
thele Dangerous and Deſtructive Evils. by William Crouch Price 20. 
Poft huma Chriſtiana; Or, 4 Collection of ſome Papers of William 
Crouch. Being à brief Hiſtorical Acc:unt, under bis own Hand, of bi 
Cenvincement of, and Early Sufferings for the Truth. with Remarks 8 


fundy» memcrable TranſaTions, relating to the People call d Quakers p. 15.5 


A ColleQion of the Chriftian Writings, Labours, Travels and Suffer 
ings of that faithful and approved Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Koger 4+ 


Acc, with an Account of his Death and Burial. price 18. 9d. 


Academia Cœleſtis: The Heavenly Univerſity; or, the Higheſt School, 
where alon- in that Higheſt teaching, the reaching of the He irt. By Francs 
Rouſe, ſom? tine Prevoft of Eaton Colledge. A j reai e written abou 
60 Tear: ſince. the third F dition, Reviſed and Compared with the Latin, p. 1% 

The Deſign of ( hriſtian ty teſtifi-d, in the Books, Epiſtles ana Ma- 
nu'cripts of that ancient and faithful Servant of Chrift Jeſas, 709 
Cr0:#, who departed this I ife the 26th-Day of the 2d Month, 1599 
in the F'ghty-ſ-cond Year of his Age. price 35 64. 15 
I de Impirti I un- : In an ſwer to the Impartial C hure man, write 


; ter yr. Rob rt HA ren By Z. E. pr. 64 


- Where alſo may be had Bibles, Teſtaments, Concordances, Spelling 

Books. Pr mere, Horn-Rooks 3 with \riring Paper, and Pape - od 

Ink - Poder, Js. And Marriage Certificates on Varchment, Stamp 
| ' 5 
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